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“The kind of text we have came to call ‘the novel’
has been most at pains to establish its generic identity
not only relative to other literary genres, but as it relates
to the norms of everyday speech, which are the bases of
genre formation itself. And it does this by flaunting or
displaying the variety of discourses, knowledge of which
other genres seek to suppress. What marks the novel as

distinctive within the range of all possible genres (both
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literary and non-literary, as well as primary or
secondary) is the novel's peculiar abitity to open a
window in discourse from which an extra ordinary
variety of social languages can be perceived. The novel
is able to create a work space in which that variety is
not only displayed, but in which it can become an active

force in shaping cultural history.®
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To be means to be for another and through the other for
oneself. A person has no soverign internal, he is wholly
and always on the boundary, looking inside himself, he

looks into the eyes of another or with the eyes of another.*
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‘....a kind of narrative raw material derived essentially
from peasant society and drawing in sophisticated ways
on the world of village or even tribal myth.....It is to be
grasped as a possible altarnative to the narrative logic

of the contempary postmodernism.”*
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‘.....Every person, including the most powerless on the
social scale, is a legislator in his or her function as par-
ent, and thereby imposes rules and his or her underlying

values on to their children.™
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'Ordinariness is not a common quality in art. [ don't mean
banality, nor do I mean conscious illumination of an ob-

ject to give it a dignity that it doesn't really have.'*
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