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FOREWORD

. 1am glad to write the ‘Foreword’ to the fifthissue of Edusearch
(A Bi-lingual Multi-Disciplinary National Level Annual Research Journal)
the publication of which will surely enhance research activities of
Nabinchandra College as an institution of higher education.

Established in 1969 with only Arts Stream in a rented house, this
institution made a slow but steady progress towards the present enviable
status. It is in recent years, the college has made remarkable progress in
infrastructure as well as academic expansion. The newly constructed
academic building and the Renovation works done with the financial
assistance of RUSA (Assam) has increased the intake capacity and changed
the look of the college. Now the college has as many as 12 number of
Smart Class Rooms, well equipped Auditoriam, highly sofisticated
Video Conference Hall with 65 seats and a digital and smart Central
Library with KOHA & RFID.

As of now Nabinchandra College is the only institution in Assam
offering B.Sc Honours in Ecology Environmental Science. More over, it
is the only college under Assam University, Silchar offering B.Voc in
Information Technology.

Nabinchandra College is located in the heart of Badarpur, a small

town in a panoramic setting in the parliamentary (SC) constituency -01

Karimganj. Itis now offering Arts, Commerce and Science programmes
both at H.S and Undergraduate level in this vast economically backward
area. [thas also strong N.C.C and N.S.S units which have been successfully
involving students in extra-curricular and social activities. In regards to
academic excellence, many students of this college have been doing
remarkable results, which includes Assam University Best Graduate, 1st
class 1st Gold Medals and H.S. All Assam place. In games and sports too,
this college has been able to achieve remarkable progress within its limited
scope, which includes Champion Trophy and Runners up Trophy of Inter
College Cricket Tournament (Men) Organised by Assam University, Silchar.
The Career & Counselling Cell of the college has been helping students
for getting placement by counselling and by giving coaching under UGC
sponsored Coaching Centre for entry in service. I am glad to note here
that ACS and IAS coaching classes have also been introduced by the
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Career and Counselling Cell of the college since 2016. Still this institution
has ‘miles to go’ in its process of career building and character formation.
And this, we hope to achieve with the sincerity and dedication of the
administration, teachers, staff members, students, support of the people

of the locality, well-wishers and the various goverment agencies, RUSA
(Assam) in particular.

I take the privilege here to announce 2019 as the Golden Jubilee
year of Nabinchandra College, Badarpur. A series of programmes shall be

~ announced very soon circling the 3rd August 2019 as the 50 Foundation

Day of the college. I seek coopration and support from all comers to make
our Golden Jubilee Celebration a grand success.

A research journal serves as a mirrror reflecting the academic
activities of an institution of higher learning. In this context Edusearch, the
research journal of N C. College becomes relevent. Though it does not
have a long history or arich legacy, it has set the ball rolling with the
publication of the first issue in January, 2015. The objective of publishing

- this Multi Disciplinary National Level Journal is not only to spread activities

but also to stimulate participation in such activity and exchange of ideas by
a broad section of interested scholars.

On behalf of the college family I thank and congratulate the
Research & Development Cell, the editorial Board, the contributors, the
Management and all who supported the process of bringing out ’this
journal. I conclude with the hope that Edusearch wil] continue to come

out in January every year with more and more maturity as a National

Level Research Journal and staff offer a better
arena of re
new scholars, , search to the

Dr. Mortuja Hussain
Principal
NC. College, Badarpur
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EDITORIAL

The fifth issue of Edusearch is enhanced with articles from t.he
faculties of Arts, Science and Commerce. This journal features articles which
are the fruit of the research conducted by the teachers of Nabincl’l_al?dra
College, Badarpur as well as the research articles of noted academicians
from other institutions. Our journal has the aim to play a lead role in bringing
out innovative ideas in the various fields of research.

Sircar’s iconoclasm and non-conformist political attitude has been
dealt with in the article “Theatre of the ‘Dalit’ Oppressed : A Reading of
Badal Sircar’s Sagina Mahato. The theatre of the oppressed and its role in
transforming contemporary society has been discussed in this paper. A timely
@cle onthe hotel industry and its role in promoting tourism of North-East
isthe second article to be included in this issue of the journal. The paper

analyses the objective through the observed communication efforts of two
hotels of Barak Valley.

) Another timely article would be “Mutual Funds, growth perspec-
tive: AReview in Indian Context.” A tremendous growth has been noticed
in mu'fual ﬁmds industry in India. The paper studies the growth of mutual
funds industry in India in terms of asset under management, resource mobi-

lizati . '
sczi1a<::1(1): » ransactions at stock exchange and increase in the number of
S.

inthe A tfzpcli]c Qfmt{ch debate in India, Nationalism - has been taken up
r:a%e; ationalism and the Individual : A study on Meghna Gulyar’s

S Paper is a creative analyses of the resentati i i
lotism i 1 m
Vs patriotism in Bollyw, Y p on of nationalis

-Ywood productions. The paper Performance of Micro
ﬁfﬁ;ﬂiﬁ}m‘ ses in North Eastern Region attempts to look at the
College Centry L'E inNorth Eastern Region. A study on the Nabinchandra
The paper gives lb s has l?een made in the next paper of this journal.
need in the age offllnr;ef hng.hhght on the concept of digital library and its
view of the fanctio Ormation Technolf)gy- The paper also gives an over-
analysis on the r()lens,f advantage:s a-md limitations of the digital library. An
Valley is made ir tho bank credit in the economic development of Barak
the role of bank cre;' =t paper. The paper makes an attempt to examine
other study on mi itinthe eftonomic development of Barak Valley. An-

Y on micro enterprises in Northeast India is made in the next
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paper. The nextarticle “Effects of land use changes on soil microbial biomass
carbon and nitrogen in rehabilitated lands in the humid tropics of Anual
Research, north-east India is an attempt to understand the dynamics of
microbial biomass due to different interventions in rehabilitated jhum lands
and forests at two attitudes in Arunachal. A study on the awareness levels
of micro enterprises about Incentives of State Government in Karimganj
District, Assam found most of the micro enterprises in Karimganj district are
not aware about incentives of state Government. A new study on the recent
trends on cashless economy has been made in the paper ““Cashless Economy.
A study on the area of Badarpur , Assam. The article highlights some of the
opportunities and challenges of cashless economy and awareness level of
cashless economy in the area of Badarpur, Assam and offer a few sugges-
tions at the end. The next article is a study on a nobel laureate of the Arabic
literature

In the Bengali section all total seven research articles are there in
Edusearch. The writer of first article discusses about famine in Bengali
poems. The next writer is made a search on humanism in Nazrul Islam’s
literature which is very contemporary. The next is searched different ver-
sions of Shiva in Nazrul’s ¢ Agnibira’ poem. The fourth writer deals with
Hungry Movement and Malay Roychoudhury’s ‘Cutup’ process poem,
which is a new kind of thinking in Bengali literature. Another article has
been written on ‘Dowry’ in the poems of Rabindranath Tagore. The next
work isa long discussion on the novel ‘Chenamahal’ of Narendranath Mitra

and the concluding article is research on the novel ‘Gyatrisandhya® of Selina
Hussain.

It is hoped that the coming issues of ‘Edusearch’ will bring out
research articles which would be more exhaustive in the treatment of the
topic. The editorial team also hopes that the reader community would

continue to offer there support in all futures issues of this interdisciplinary
journal.

Dr. Bishnu Chandra Dey
Dr. Hedayatullah Choudhury
&

Pragati Dutta
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Theatre of the ‘Dalit’ Oppressed: A Reading of

Badal Sircar’s Sagina Mahato
Dr. Sibsankar Majumder
Asstt. Prof., Dept. of English
Assam University, Silchar

Badal Sircar’s Sagina Mahato (1971) is one of the most
controversial plays to have emerged within the canon of Group Theatre
Movement in Bengal during the post-independence period. Sircar’s
adaptation of a short story (authored by Gaurkishore Ghosh) based on the
life of tea-garden labourers in North Bengal challenges the existing praxes
stereotyping working-class activists as Communist Party leaders in left-
progressive theatre of Bengal. Sagina Maghato, the protagonist of the play
grows in stature amongst his tea-worker comrades through his resistive
spirit and non-conformism. But once Sagina joins the Communist Party he
is relegated to the status of a placard-wielding, slogan-shouting pseudo-
revolutionary who loses his penchant for real activism.

Sircar’s iconoclasm and non-conformist political attitude had been
a constant source of concern for the orthodox communist parties and by
extension for the Left Front Government. His brand of alternative theatre
was significantly distinct from the conventional leftist political theatre in
Bengal. Replying to a question on the nature of politics which his ‘angan-
mancha’ theatre engaged in he declared, “I don’t practice party political
theatre. .. The word politics, in the broadest sense of the term, implies a
philosophy which is there in every man. ..it may not conform to the election
manifesto of any political party” (Chaudhuri 136).

I
The Theatre of the Oppressed, in all its forms, is always seeking
the transformation of society in the direction of the liberation of the
oppressed. It is both action in itself, and a preparation for future actions.

EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 9
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Asweall know, it is not enough to interpret reality: itisnecessary to transform
it! (Boal 6). .

This is how Augusto Boal described the orientation/s ofa protest
theatre in his sensational (equally controversial) theatre polemic titled
Theatre of the Oppressed (1970). Since the publication of Theatr.e of the
Oppressed, Boal’s techniques have been widely emulated, applied and
reinvented by theatre practitioners all over the world. Elaborating on the
methodological and philosophical preoccupations of Theatre of the
Oppressed Boal noted:. . .the ruling classes strive to take permanent hold
of the theatre and utilise it as a tool for domination. In so doing, they change
the very ‘concept’ of what theatre is. But the [sic] theatre can also be a
weapon for liberation. For that, it is hecessary to create appropriate theatrical
forms (Boal 2008, xxiii).

For nearly a century the proponents and practitioners of leftist
progressive theatre-(popularly known as Group Theatre) in West Bengal
haEve.experimented with a form of theatre which essentially restricted itself
within the confines of proscenium stage but aimed to inculcate pro-
oppressed/ pro-proletariat ‘revolutionary’ world-view. Under the tutelage
?f GrouI? Theatre Movement, a whole range of formula plays depicting

revolut.lonary confrontations’ between the bourgeois/ oppressor the
proletariat/ oppressed were offered to the middle-class theatre spectators
9f Calcutta. Since most of these plays aimed at a crude simplification of the
idea of f’lass Struggle,. a good number these productions projected
stereotypical heroes and villains, good and evil. This brand of ‘Left-culturism’
propounded by Bengali altemative theatre directors through the medium of
1:; :;’negld‘f;‘;g‘;g: u?gf:;:zd the scope political act?on as theatr.e remained
The progress of Bengali 1'Ofl O spectators belfmgm gto th? rmd(?le-CIaS.S-
had been severely hfndigo s heatre, espec.l a-lly the leflst van.ant o
by leftist artists inexploﬁna]:{:eq by astrange disinterestedness dlspli{yed
Howe : g the Intricacies and paradoxes of social conflicts.
owever, the ideologues of leftist progressive theatre were also

quintessentially aware of the inherent tar
of tsinability tg rent status-quo of Group Theatre because
halls and urbanzeelrlles?;? ? o Rudmrow eonfines of prosceriun ﬂ]e?ﬂe
actors/directors involv:ezl l€§. Rudraprasad Sengupta, one of the leafi ing
Sangoct Natzk Akt CW1th Group Theatre Movement spoke dunng a
began i the are fortier;n onference. (1985) that “the ‘other theatre’.whlch
and early fifties. . . [as] a story of daring, vitality and

EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 10

multi-faceted creativity...lost its vitality and direction as well as a large
chunk of its new clientele” by early 1970s (Banerjee 97).

A minor group of leftist theatre artists tried to probe individual’s
experiences, to connect it with class consciousness and revolution, but
absence of genuine ‘problem’ plays depicting class-conflict and class-
consciousness in Bengali left theatre (except a few cases) had been very
prominent. Problematization of the idea of class in a theatrical form is
necessarily reliant on a complex elaboration of the un-heroic and uncongenial
material of everyday life, eschewing formulaic representation of heroes and
villains. Such a political play would take into account the fact that,
irrespective of his class locations, an individual’s consciousness is a mixture
of contradictory thoughts and practices, and inhabits the realm of (what
Gramsci would call) ‘common sense’. The prevalence of a sterile ‘Stalinism’
seems to have prompted the majority of left intellectuals to stay away from
radical experimentations. The fear of being branded as ‘bourgeois’ or
‘subjective-egotist® for showing too much interest in the personal or the
experiential seems to have served as a deterrent. So a dramatist would
need to be very sensitive in delineating characters whose class consciousness
may remain intractable, divided and unyielding to easy formulations.

The left progressive theatre glibly emphasized on a drastic split
between the ‘private’ and the ‘public’, the personal and political, which
occluded the possibility of theatrical realizations where individuals are
portrayed socially or historically. Replying to a question on the insularity of
Calcutta’s GTM from mass spectators Shekhar Chatterjee stated in an
article: What we call Political Theatre is not something that we do for
common people or for their welfare. We do Brecht — or some indigenous
plays which would amuse our so called middle class Escapists [sic]. Those
who want to preserve their Left identity [sic] by performing and watching
such dramas. They don’t have any connection with common people. Neither

[sic] through the medium of theatre nor through connectivity in life (Guha
121).

. . In the following sections of this article I would attempt to briefly
investigate the efficacy of Badal Sircar’s ‘Third Theatre’ methodology in
enacting and exploring the hidden dimensions of the oppressed through an
analysis of his production methodology applied in Sagina Mahato (1971).
My basic hypothesis is that in Sagina Mahato Sircar has tried to articulate

EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 11
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deeper layers of the collective unconscious of the working class (belonging
toacommunity of tea-laborers) by transforming theatricality into an intimate
experience, personal as well as communal which Boal articulated as
“transformations” that could be - sought also in actions rehearsed and
realized theatricality, but as theatre in an un-revealed form, to a chance
audience, not conscious of their condition of spectator. An interpenetration
of fiction into reality and of reality into fiction: all those present can intervene
at any moment in search for solutions for the problems being
treated... Actors and audience meet on the same level of dialogue and
power. There is no antagonistic relationship between the auditorium and
stage, rather the two are superposed (Boal 6).

I
Sircar adapted Gour Kishore Ghosh’s (] 923-2000) novel ]

Mahato (1969) initially in proscenium ﬂlea‘u'e( form in 197)1 one yeizi;tlz
1t.was adapted into a successful (financially) cinematic ver,sion by Tapan
Singha. Bu.t itdid not take him long to realize that Sagina Mahato could be
the appropriate material for his desired experimentations with * Third Theatre’
fm:m. I:Ie gave up the proscenium theatre version of the play and partially
edited it to suit his experimentations with his ideas of “Third Theatre’. In his
preface to the play, Sircar argued .
Sagina Mahato was written in imitation of Sree Gour Kj ’
story in 1970. Next year Shatabdi presented the play on colfml::;t;:rglh:tzges
It was the earliest play to be staged in angan-mancha in 1972, In this re arci
Sagina Mahato has a special place inthe Third Theatre Movement amgun
across last four decades. Till date eighty eight productions of i .

this pl
taken place under the collective endeavour of Shatabdi, Pathal::rfah::(i

Angan Theare Group (Sircar 2013, 2).

Thx? story of the play revolves round the character of Sagina Mahato. a
workl.ng class leader and Gora, an idealist Communist party worker ar’ld
organizer. Gora is sent to “pacify’ and ‘teach’ proper party-oriented
organizational methodology to Sagina, who though can claim unquestioned
suppor.t and loyalty from his working class comrades but is prone to
excessive violence and machismo. The party needs to ‘reign’ his
bo.lsterousness and drunken revelries to exploit his remarkable organizational
skills as becomes evident from an exchange of dialogues between Gora
and Comrade Jatin, the provincial leaderin Sc.i:

EDUSEARCH [SSN 2395-7298 2
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Jatin: Listen Gora, however much we should cry about working-class
leadership, it always remain in the hands of middle-class intellectuals. But
this should not happen. It is people like Sagina Mahato who should be
leadrs.

Gora: | have already got proofhis strength. But Jatin da is this the face of a
worker? Is it Sagina Mahato?

Jatin: Petty bourgeoisie like us are opportunists, which side we would choose
to be during a revolution is unpredictable. But workers have nothing to
lose. He is the real leader of class-struggle — that Sagina Mahato (Sircar
2013, 21).

The whole play is replete with genuine problems and precarious situations
wherein the all powerful party constantly manipulates working class
leadership and betrays the hollowness of their emancipatory messages.
Sircar began his career as amember of the undivided Communist Party of
India during the immediate post-partition years. The first few years after
independence, as we are aware, were very challenging for Communist Party
workers in the state as they were regularly humiliated and tortured by the
supporters and workers of the Congress Party. As a result of which there
occurred a few hasty transformations in the organizational structure of CPL.
The party started becoming more regimented and less tolerant to any voice
of dissidence. It was at this time when he criticized some of party’s policies
as a result of which he was suspended. Rather interestingly, the non-
conformity of Sircar’s theatre to any defined party line and its counter
hegemonic tendencies made him a suspect amongst many his theatre
compatriots in Calcutta. For example, Utpal Dutt has snidely referred to
Sircar’s formalistic experimentations on many occasions emphasizing that
the “apparent poverty and disinterest in publicity” of Sircar’s brand of poor
theatre are a camouflage which fools many honest intellectuals. They [the
Third Theatre] are a movement supported by the reactionary kulaks [sic]
in New Delhi, to oppress the powerful political theatre in Bengal. Their
object isto confront the political theatre with confusing intellectual acrobatics”
(Bharucha 129). So while Sircar’s is indeed a leftist political project, he
displays disillusionment with the organized political parties. At the very
beginning of his hugely appreciated theatre polemic, he diagnoses the
difficulties of theatre project for the oppressed in the Indian/Bengal context:
The masses in the villages are constantly in need of emancipation; but the
ideas there are still based more on traditional social forms than on anything
else. This condition is bound to reflect on the theatre (Sircar 2009, 2).

EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 13
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That he was equally aware of its baneful reasons becomes evident from
his further observations:

The cultural renaissance of the nineteenth century has brought in many
advanced ideas from the West. These ideas were born in those countries
as part of an attempt for socio-economic emancipation from the feudal
shackles of the Middle Ages. But in India the ideas were mostly taken up
and nurtured by an urban intelligentsia having its roots in feudalism. As a
result, the ideas remained mostly at an abstract level and were confined to

the cities instead of integrating with progressive action which should have
pervaded the whole country (Sircar 2009, 2)

II
The efficacy of Sircar’s innovative theatrical style manifested with its

production by Shatabdi on October 25, 1971 in All Bengal Teacher’s

Association hall; Calcutta, This performance convinced Sircar that theatre

gflaicl:lg tlﬁz\rﬁ;glfm;uon within the confines of a stage; all it needed was a
tcchmcal Snagm}t,l’me Wwas only fully convinced about this fact during a
2 climactio course of the performance. An electric fuse blew during

moment of the performance but the actors continued to act in

total .
darkness almost for aminute and a half. The concentration of the

spectators during this accident convinced Sircar that he could perform plays

without usi : )
with thy USlng.sFage lights. Third Theatre grew out of Sircar’s dissatisfaction
e conditions of the proscenium stage,

poﬁuz?%ﬂgg;t.m asserts its political independence by resisting party
and the.con-u . ttsplays f“?q}‘enﬂy deal with false promises, hypocrisies,
misdeeds o ftﬁ “g‘ of politicians, there are no specific references to the
does not side eth “ngress party or the CPI(M) party. The Third Theatre
controversiarvl onep arty aganst another. It is less interested in featuring
Contradictio p;rsogglmes and topical events than in dramatizing the
individual Canusggt Potlllltlcs and their effect on the lives of the people. Itisthe
132). tnthe network of politics which concerns Sircar (Bharucha
The project of ‘conscientization’

with Bijon Bhattacharj ee’s Nab, ough theatre which began in Bengal

half- . Nabanna (1944) for exposing “the lies and
e oftherling classes” foundts perfection in Sircar'skind ofintimate
gal mancha (Bandyopadhyay 1997:30). Sircar never tried to

romanticize thi

clear” he says Stheatre as the one true path toward revolution. “Let us be
’ >

“that theatre alone will not bring about social change. But it

EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 14
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can be one of the tools in the movement to bring about social change. But
it can be one of the tools in the movement to bring about social change”
(Mitra 23). Instead of advocating revolution with platitudinous speeches,
he urges them to feel more compassion for the underprivileged, who have
been denied the basic necessities of life. Sircar is not explicitly politically
partisan, insofar as he refuses to align himself with any political party,
preferring instead to preserve the integrity that this independence has offered
him. His motivation for writing has, however, become characterized by a
passionate personal response to the injustices and oppressions endured in
the lives of the poor and disenfranchised, both of his own country and
beyond. (Banefield 117). The efficacy of the Theatre of the Oppressed is
that it can produce “a new form of understanding, helping the subject to
Jeel and, through the senses and not just the intelligence, to understand
social reality” (Boal 36).
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employees and also by participatory observation of the actual working
situations . Interestingly the findings of the in the study revealed that
there is much greater scope for both external and internal inputs to
expand the business of tourism. At best, the communication inputs
rudimentary stage in the case studied for this research.

Hotel Industry in Tourism promotion of North-

East: ACommunication Perspective . 2 Key Words: Communication, hospitality, service industry, entertainment
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Abstract

Tourism is conglomeration of service industries like communication,
t'ransport. entertainment, recreation and most important hospitality
t.ndustry - According to the recent repot hospitality and communication
industry account near about 30% of the total GDP. Hospitality
interestingly is a more delicate service to handle a customer shells out
money not for tangible product but Jor a service. Hospitality, which is

a major pillar on which tourism sector rests, deals in more delicate
product largely centered on its service.

North-East which has been inciting travelers from abroad as well as
other parts of India to explore its gloriousness. With its unbound
nature excellence and verdant scenes, this otherworldly part is
concealed in the perfect mountains. This piece of the nation is home
to the well known ‘Seven Sisters’ Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura. Recently Sikkim
was included as the Eighth Sister. Assam is considered as the gate

way of all seven sisters which is divided into two valleys namely
Bharmhaputra and Barak Valley.

The focus of the research paper is to study the communication efforts
of a hotel calering to national as well as foreign tourists. A case study
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person to another. It is a way of reaching others with ideas, facts, thoughts,
feelings and values. Communication within an organization has two broad
dimensions-intra and inter-the former concerns primarily issues between
or amongst divisions and departments and the latter with outside. Needless
to say that communication is an essential input for development. The
communication specialist or better known as PRO has the dual role of
explaining and interpreting truthfully the policies and programs of his
institution and secondly, to keep the policy makers informed of the people’s
reactions.

Communication credibility in the entire organizational hierarchy is the
mainstay for corporate excellence. It is true that communication professionals
have always been seen as generalists who can answer critical questions for
the line executives during strategic decision making. It is true to speak that
a PRO as a professional communicator must be a consistent leader, unbiased
and modest. He must be aware of the prevailing organizational climate as
well as level of motivation existing amongst the employees. He must develop
the courage of face uncomfortable questions freely and most lightly.

In service sector investment variesitmay be less as in a travel agency or
it may be more as in an hotel. But one factor that is invariably responsible
for getting good business in. service industries, particularly hotels is good
will. Public relations manage this goodwill. After all anyone planning for a
tour programme will look for trusted service providers where one can feel
safe. This is possible only when that agency has credible image. A credibility
in the eyes of its public. A credible image is the result possible only when
image thatagency has a credible image in the eyes of the public. A credible
image is the result of planned, long time perseverant efforts of building a

mutual understating with different publics by what that agency says does
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and what those public think of it . This is what constitute public relation .
Promises made directly or otherwise to the customer must be kept failing
which credibility is lost . The three factors that measures the economic
viability of a hotel are

The speed with which demand for hotel, facilities can be generated

The capacity to ensure and retain customer satisfaction for repetitive
business and expansion of business

Package , tenor of atmosphere . Service and quality which together
constitute the hotels standing and image

Another important factor is the quality of service . The quality of service .
The quality of service is perceived to be good if the experience of the
customers do not just meet their expectation but is something more than
that .All t.he tangible products that an hotel offers centre around its service
» So effective communication in terms of reaching the customerand making
them comfortable and ensuring theirreturn makes all the difference . The
doormz%n » porter , reception , bell boy ,, check in formality , laundry ,
everything matters . These days it has become increasingly important that
an hote] Creates afavourable image for itself both at global and domestic
leyel stays in media consistently and positively an hence remains the
mlnds ofthe consumer . The image how the public perceives the organisation
> The image exists on global as well as local level
The hote.ls has an overg]] company image . But it has also alocal image .
The two images are interrelated such the overall image affects the overall
company image a favorable and well known image can be as asset .

;. Image Communicates expectations
2 Eage isa filter influencing perceptions
- mageisafunction of expectation and experiences

4._Image has an interng] impact on the employee as well as an external
Impact on the Customer,

::fifrl?l?jiscarz;dlf is the most economical and. wides.pread method of
calls for consi sfe arge and widely dispersed publics. This coﬂ_lmlmication
opt from , but ] NCy not only because the customer has avaried choice to
This has ésc al tso becaUS€_= the channel of mass media have multiplied .
positively i al?tid °°mP§tlt10n for audience attention Stz.lym_g in media
wish to put its € fnf”:e Important if the important orgams_atlon doesnot
with more credibility on stake . Audience everywhere is bombarded

essages than they can absorb . And conveying of messages
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doest not mean that those message than they can be received and accepted
not discarded and bring about a behavioural change These messages should
be repetitive in order to encourage brand awareness and brand recall in an
over flooded market

Relevance of the study

Public relation has often been described as 90% performance and 10%
talking about it. But the fierce competition in hospitality sector simply
reverses this ratio. Public relations is pivotal for an hotel because the
communication made to the public- both external and internal, is greatly
responsible for the perception that the public is likely to have about i.ts
image, service, quality and efficiency. It was prudent to study an hotel in
depth in order to evaluate the PR efforts.

The internal Public of any organization forms its backbone. These publics
represents an organization’s greatest resource, its people or employees.
The employees carry out the task of fulfilling the objectives that an
organization has set for itself. Also they are the ones who know the
organization inside out. Hence, they are t definitely in a better position to
properly perceive the organizational strengths and weakness.

The Approach

The research was based on case study method from Bhamhaputra valley
Hotel Dynasty was selected and from Barak Valley Hotel Borail view was
selected for the purpose of the study Employees are the best source of
information of the organization’s endeavors. Perceptual and behavioral data
was collected from the employees based on a pre-structured questionnaire
and also the participatory observation of the actual work situation. The
study was carried out with the objective of evaluating the action of PR and
perception about this department among the executive and non-executive
employees of various age groups and educational backgrounds. The study,
further, confines to Public relation in hotel industry concerning promotion
of tourism. Thelifeline of tourism in any country is foreign tourists. The data
was collected in the month May 2017 .

Background of the Hotels

Hotel Dynasty : Situated on the banks of river Brahamputra, in the business
centre of Guwahati, Assam, Hotel Dynasty is a 4 star luxurious and one of
the best hotels of North East region, serving the guest from all over the

globe for past 21 years. The hotel is equipped with spaces ranging from a
Boardroom to Large Banquet Hall. It is ideal for business meetings or
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private events and offering various options for accommodation and food &
beverage services to cater the need of both business and leisure travellers.
he hotel is located within 1 km range from the Guwahati Railway Station
and 24 km from the Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport.
The hotel offers varied unique Dining Experiences. Fresh, local produce,
natural ingredients and vivid regional curries make Dynasty Hotel a smart
choice for any of your meals. Our kitchen never closes, so you can eat on
your schedule or on a whim. The hotel has 76 well designed, spacious
centrally air conditioned rooms & suite. The hotel rooms have been recently
renovated and have a new modern look. Tastefully furnished, Centralized
a/c, well decorated rooms, artfully selected interiors give a unique

presentation of the best architectural designs to suit varied tastes of the
guests.

The Borail View : The Borail view hotel is once considered as one of the
best hotel in southern part of Assam . It was established in the year 1994
and.rated as two star hotel . It has Ac and non Ac as well as suit room . It
has its own legacy still maintaining with its quality of food and excellent
To0m Service,

Analysis of Data: The questionnaire had a scale with five options from

stronglyagree to strongly disagree and was designed to test opinion of the
respondents for the following

1. The role and functioning of PR department.

2 Employee satisfactions

3 Customer satisfaction as perceived by the employees of the hotel.

4. E{nployees’ opinion on the hotel, its reputation, business, presence in

}Tedla and_others But as this paper mainly focus on the business of the

dotel, Service quality and the role of public relations, seven parameters
e

o aling with the objectives of this paper are being considered here. These
e

L. Quality of packages offered : Lowering the prices of offering attractive

packages in the lean and peak seasons is an important marketing strategy

in hotels with rivals that are equal in service quality presentation, ambience
and star status,
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2. Image in the market.

A good image does not only build credibility and goodwill, it is also amorale
booster for its employees. So perception of employees regarding the image
of their work place is important to determine how seriously communication
with internal public is considered by the organization.

3. Visibility in media.

Visibility in media is an important parameter of testing because it is the only
tool to reach mass audience simultaneously, build a positive image and
convey the right messages to the intended audience. As emphasized earlier,
an organization’s visibility in media is the best way of staying in the minds of
the audience.

4. Quality of service

The quality of service is one of the basic essential things that an hotel must
have. Does the hotel provide a superior quality of service for which customers
refuse to go to other hotels of similar star status? To test this, the employees’
perception of service quality of the hotel was studied.

5. Role of PR department in image building
Image building is an important aspect of public relations. It was prudent to
know what the employees felt about it.

6. Efficiency of PR department

Those who are working alongside the department know what and how
much of the resources the department has and whether the best use of

those resources is being made, they can clearly gauge the efficiency of that
department.

7. Location advantage

Location is one thing that any well placed hotel would like to flaunt, as it
becomes a deciding factor for customers. Do the employees feel that the
hot& really enjoys the advantage of location was prudent to find.
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Findings :
The employees, though, unanimously agreed on discipline maintained in the
organization, they had negative opinion in general regarding the role and
functlomng of PR department, its efficiency and image building exercise-
The executive tended to agree that PR department functions efficiently and
manages 1ts roles and responsibilities well, but, for the non- executives and
the less c?duca.ted ones, this one person department in nearly none existent.
They neither interact with it nor feel its presence in their day to day work.
Neverth.eless, the researcher observed that the executives particularly had
reservatlo_ns to come out openly with their views about this department and
were hesitant to state facts. The response of the employees about the
packages offered to the customers, service provided to them and advantage
of l:i)catlon was positive. Majority of less educated employees (below
%vr:s ;Txte? ftz: thatthe !mtel had an impressive image, though the converse
b aic v:e é)gn t:; e);f-:cutwes anq well educated class. Moreover, this should
respondents ; ight of medla.l exposure that the respondents have. The
A a‘nw 0 were be!ongmg to ‘below graduat.e.s’ category did not
are concenne ZVel'age media exposure. As far as the visibility of the hotel s
durine > tough the employees rate it as ‘good’ and the researcher,
& herperiod of data collection , observed its visibility in local media,

yetfora fourstar hote] ang two star with foreign tourists as target audience,

thi .
1s alone is not €nough. No efforts were made by the PR department to
reach them by any means '
TABLE-1, «
T DlaléslN gHE HOTEL DOES NOT GET BETTER BUSINESS AS
i T HAVE AN IMPRESSIVE IMAGE IN THE MARKET”
o
e F)ynasty Hotel Borail View
ini
OPL Male | Female [ opinion Male |Female
Strong|
A
N . .
0 opinion 0l ol No opinion 00 00
R
Disagree 04 0l Disagree 0 0
— |
Str i
ongly disagree 35 2 Strongly disagree 00 00
I R
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TABLE-2. “THE HOTEL DOES NOT GET BETTER BUSINESS
ASITDOES NOT OFFERATTRACTIVE PACKAGES” ”

Hotel Dynasty Hotel Borail View
Opinion M4z(1)le Feg}1 ale Opinion M;)le Ferg2 ale
Strongly agree 02 01 Strongly agree 18 01
Agree 0} ®2 Agree 2 01
No opinion 17] 01 No opinion 00 00
Disagree 04 0l Disagree 00 00
Strongly disagree 28 19 Strongly disagree o0 [44)

TABLE-3"THE HOTELGETS BETTER BUSINESS DUE TO THE
GOOD SERVICE THAT IT PROVIDES TO ITS CUSTOMERS”

Hotel Dynasty Hotel Borail View
Opinion M4%Ie Ferél4 ale Opinion M;)Ie Fe% ale
Strongly agree 28 19 Strongly agree 18 01
Agree 06 ® Agree 12 01
No opinion (1) 01 No opinion 00 00
Disagree o o1 Disagree 00 00
Strongly disagree 00 00 Strongly disagree o0 00

TABLE-4 “THE PR DEPARTMENT BUILDS THE IMAGE OF

THE ORGANIZATION”
Hotel Dynasty Hotel Borail View
Opinion M4e(1)le Fer2n4 ale Opinion Mzgle Fer(;lz ale
Strongly agree 30 19 Strongly agree 05 01
Agree o ® Agree 4] 00
No opinion 17 0l No opinion 03 00
Disagree 1) 01 Disagree 10 01
Strongly disagree 00 00 Strongly disagree o0 0
EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 pLl
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TABLE-S. “THE PRDEPARTMENT OF BOTH HOTELS WORK
EFFICIENTY”

Hotel Dynasty Hotel Borail View
Opinion M4%le Fer; ale Opinion Mze(l)le Fer(‘?2 ale
Strongly agree 35 2 Strongly agree 00 00
Agree o 1] Agree 0l 00
No opinion o1 0 No opinion 01 01
Disagree 00 00 Disagree 06 01
Strongly disagree 00 00 Strongly disagree 2 00

TABLE-6. “. “THE HOTEL GETS BETTER BUSINESS DUE TO
ITSADVANTAGEOUS LOCATIONS”

Hotel Dynasty Hotel Borail View
Opinion M4a(1)le Fer2n4 ale Opinion M2%le Fer&12 ale
Strongly agree 38 3 Strongly agree 18 2
Agree )] 01 Agree 0l 00
No opinion 01 0 No opinion 0l 0l
Disagree 00 00 Disagree 00 00
Strongly disagree 00 00 Strongly disagree w0 o0

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

* A comparative study of another four star hotel along with Hotel Dynasty
could have lent more credence to the study.

* Views of the customers by another survey could have made the study
more holistic in nature.

CONCLUSIONS

The study revealed that though the Hotel Dynasty is doing satisfactory
business compare to Hotel Borail view .In order to increase it and one-up
the competition, it needs to make better efforts towards increasing its visibility
and building an image that should not be locally confined. Both hotels PR
department needs to be strengthened enough in terms of manpower and
other resources. PR efforts should focus on the targeted customer segment
and work effectively to enhance the organization’s efficiency. The concept
of PR adding to business needs to register with the organization and the
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hotel authorities should take a constructive step in this direction. There is
four star hotel in Barak Valley So Hotels in these areas can go for tie up
with international groups like Taj , Radission , Oborei and others . Further
scope for new entrepreneur to open at leasta four star hotel in Barak
Valley which has amplé market since the other business of this areas are
growing . Also suggested that hotel cum resort will be more appropriate to
capture upcoming the market .
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Abstract:
In recent years tremendous growth has been noticed in mutual fund
industry (MF]) in India. By the end of March 2018, about 47 SEBI
registered mutual funds were able to mobilize T 2,09,98,652 ¢rores
withAUM of 21,36,036 crores and with a total of 1998 schemes. The
present paper attempts to study the growth of mutual fund industry in
India in terms of asset under management (AUM), resource
mobilization, transactions at stock exchange and increase in the
number of schemes. The study is based on secondary data collected
Jrom annual reports of SEBI and AMFI website. The period of the
Study is 10 years i.e 1st April, 2008 to 31st March, 2018. Data were
analyzed with the help of statistical tools such as percentages, growth

index, AGR and CAGR. The data has been presented in tabular form
Jor clear understanding.

Key words: Mutual Funds, AUM, Resource Mobilization, SEBI, AMFI.

Introduction

As per the Mutual Fund Fact Book, a mutual fund is a financial service
organization that recejves money from shareholders, invests it, earns returns
NIt attempts to make it grow and agrees to pay the shareholder cash on
demand for the current value of his investment. Mutual funds are considered
800d avenues of investment because of certain unique benefits. They
Provide expert management service, risk diversification, liquidity of
vm;/rti%mnent, ﬂexibility in operation, tax exemptionsand so on. Also a wide
M ::y 9f schemes are offered by mutual ﬁ_mds to t.he investors. The
lal'pelsstl)ve growth in the Indian mutual fund industry in recent years can

gely be altributed to various factors such as rising household savings,
comprehensijve regulatory frame work, favourable tax policies, offering
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variety of products, investor education campaign, positive role of distributions
and above all the introduction of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation
(LPG) reforms..
Review of Literature
Vidyasharkar (1990) opined that compared to other forms of investment,
investors prefer mutual funds because of SEBI’s active role to provide
better protection. He stated that mutual funds will play adominant role in
the Indian capital market in near future.
Bansal (1991) stated that mutual funds are important intermediaries between
the investors and the capital market. To him because of providing the benefits
of liquidity, safety and steady return, mutual funds are gaining popularity in
recent years.
Gangadhar (1992) showed that mutual fund investments are highly preferred
by investors because of its assured return, low risk and liquidity. He
concluded that open ended mutual fund schemes generally attract investor’s
attention as they are relatively more flexible and liquid than closed ended
schemes.
Mathur (1996) was of the opinion that the concept of mutual funds gained
practical relevance in India as because investors are risk-averse and they
like to get expert advice and this was the reason that a large number of
mutual funds have been floated on the recent past.
Krishnamurthi (1997) pointed out that especially for small and medium
investors with limited resources and skill to invest in capital markets, mutual
funds are the ideal investment vehicle. Mutual funds with its professional
skill, capability to select right portfolio, ability to diversify risks etc. are able
to allocate the investors’ fund in right direction so as to earn steady return.
Sankaran (2008) studied the growth and future prospects of mutual fund
industry in India. The study also examined the regulatory framework of
mutual funds in Indiaand pointed out that regulations should be strengthened
for ensuring better service to the investors.
Bal and Paul (2012) stated that the growth of mutual fund industry was hit
hurted several times. He stated that the fiscal year 2008-09 was a challenging
year for mutual fund industry in India as it passed through the financial crisis
caused by world economy meltdown. But the study shows that the industry
witnessed arobust growth in the fiscal year 2009-10 and thereafter due to
strong governmental effort and SEBIs supportive regulations.
Itis evident from all the theoretical and empirical studies that mutual funds
in India have a great role to play in order to strengthen the Indian capital
market. As aresult of its growing importance, the evaluation of mutual
funds is of great concern among the researchers, academicians, fund
managers and financial analysts in India at present.
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Objectives of the study

To analyze the growth of mutual funds in terms of assets under management
(AUM).

To analyze the trend of resource mobilization

To analyze the growth of mutual funds in terms of stock exchange
transactions. '

To analyze the growth of mutual funds in terms of number of schemes.
Research Methodology

The study is analytical and descriptive in nature and is based on secondary
data. The present study aims at analyzing the growth of mutual funds in
India for the past ten (10) years i.e. from 2008-09 to 2017-18. The year

- 2008-09 was taken as the starting year because the world economic crisis

badly affected the MFI as well. After 2009-10, there were strong
governmental efforts and SEBI’s supportive regulations in order to
strengthen the functioning of MFI and hence the study aims at knowing the
growth trend in subsequent years. The ten year period is taken into
consideration because of availability of data. Necessary data have been
collected from books, journals and websites of AMFI, SEBI,
mutuafundsindia and RBI. Statistical tools such as percentages, growth
index, AGR and CAGR were used to analyse the data. . The data has been
presented in tabular form for clear understanding,

Results and Discussion:

B Growth in Asset under Management (AUM)

The Indian Mutual Fund industry has registered significant growth in AUM.
The AUM which was only 25 crores in 1964 stood at 4,17,300 crores by
the end of March 2009, which again stood at 21,36,036 crores by the end
of March 2018.Table 1 below shows the trend of growth in AUM of mutual
fund industry during April 2008 to March 2018:

Table 1: Growth in Assets under Management of Mutual Funds in India

Year Crores Change (%) | GTowth Index of AUM,

2008-09 4,17,300 - !

2009-10 613979 4113 147
2010-11 592250 353 142
201112 587217 085 141
2012.13 701,443 1945 168
2013-14 825240 17.65 198
2014-15 10,82,757 3121 260
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2015-16 12,32.824 13.86 296
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Table 1 shows that during the study period the AUM has been increased
from 4,17,300 crores in 2008-09 to 21,36,036 crores by the end of
March 2018 ata CAGR of 17.74 percent . Though there was little decline
in 2010-11(-3.53 %) and in 2011-12 ( -0.85%) due to global economic
crisis, but the trend was increasing in subsequent years. . However, the
growth index of AUM was found more than unity (>1) during the study

period, indicating that the mutual fund industry performed well so far as
asset under management is concerned.

¢ Resource Mobilization by Mutual Funds

The growth of mutual fund industry is clearly indicated by the trend of
resource mobilized by mutual funds.

Table 2: Trends in Gross Resource Mobilization by Mutual Funds ( Crores)

Gross ‘ Net Inflow / 8rowth RIndc:x of

Year Mobilization Redemption Out flow Mobilisation "

2008-2009=1

2008-09 | 54,26,354 54,54,650 -28,296 1

2009-10 | 1,00,19,023 99,35,942 83,080 1.85

2010-11 | 88,89,515 89,08,921 -49,406 1.64

2011-12 | 68,19,678 68,41,702 -22,024 1.26

2012-13 | 72,67,885 71,91,346 76,539 1.34

2013-14 | 97,68,100 97,14,318 53,782 1.80

2014-15 | 1,10.86,257 1,09,82,969 1,03,288 1.82
EDUSEARCH 1SSN 2395-7298 2
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Gross Net Inflosw 7 growlthndcx of

Year Mobilization Redemption Out flow Mro°b5;fisafi§g"'°e
2008-2009=]

2015-16 1,37,65,555 1,36,31.374 1.34.180 2.26

2016-17 1,76,15,549 1,72,72,500 3.43.049 2.30

2017-18 2,09,98,652 2,07,26,855 2.71.797 2.74

CAGR 14.49%

Source: Compiled from www.sebi.com

The industry witnessed a CAGR of 14.49 percent in respect of gross
resource mobilization (54, 26,354 crores in 2008-09 10 2, 09, 98,652
crores in 2017-18). Also the total amount of redemption as well as net
inflow/out flow of the industry has increased significantly during the period.
However the increase in the amount of redemption and negative net inflow
of the industry in some years, are due to the impact of financial crisis which
greatly hit the Indian stock market. Moreover, the growth index of gross
resource mobilization was found more than unity (>1) during the study
period, indicating out performance of the mutual fund industry in India.
Transactions in Stock Exchanges by Mutual Funds

Table 3 shows the trends in transactions on stock exchanges by mutual
funds during the study period.

Table 3: Trends in Transactions on Stock Exchanges by Mutual Funds (Rs.Crores)

Year Equity Debt

Gross | Gross Net Gross Gross Net

Purchase | Sales Purchase / Purchase Sales Purchase /

Sales Sales

2008-09] 1,44,069 1,37,085 6984 327,744 245942 81,803
2009-10| 195,662 2,06,173 -10,512 624314 443,728 1,80,588
2010-11] 1,54919 1,74,893 -19975 7.64,142 515290 248854
2011-121 132,137 1,33494 -1,357 11,16,760 7.81.940 3,34,820
2012-13 1,13,758 1,36,507 -22,749 1523393 10,49,934 4,73459
2013-141 1,12,131 1,33,356 21225 15,38,087 994,842 543245
2014-15} 231,409 1,90,687 40,722 17,17,155 11,30,138 5,87,018
2015-16} 2,81,334 2,15,191 66,144 1497676 1121386 376,292
2016-17) 3,76,847 320316 56,559 16,05,937 12,86,084 3,19,853
2017-18] 6,67,009 525,240 1,41,769 18.25231 14,54,515 3,70,716
CAGR| 16.56% 14.38% 18.73% | 19.45%

Source: Compiled from www.amfi.com & www. sebi.com
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The gross purchase in the equity market which was 1,44,069 crores in
2008-09 has increased to 6,67,009 croresin2017-18, showinga CAGR
of 16.56 percent. Again gross sales in equity increased from 1,37,085
crores in 2008-09 to 5,25,240 croresin 2017-18, witha CAGR of 14.38
percent. In case of debt market, gross purchases by mutual funds increased
from 3,27,744 crores in 2008-09to 18,25,231 croresin 2017-18 with
a CAGR of 18.73 percent. While gross sales in debt market increased
from 2,45,942 crores in 2008-09to 14,54,515 croresin 2017-18 having
a CAGR of 19.45 percent. Further it is found that the mutual funds net
purchases in debt were always higher than the net purchases in equity. It
indicates that debt oriented schemes were highly preferred by investors in
comparison to equity oriented schemes.

¢ Increase in the number of schemes launched by mutual funds
There has been significant increase in the number of schemes launched by
various mutual funds. It is worth mentioning that the MF1 was started with
only one player (UTT) and only one scheme (US-64) in 1964-65, at present
the industry has witnessed phenomenal growth in respect of number of
mutual funds as well as the number of schemes launched. Table 4 shows
the increase in the number of schemes launched during 2008-09 to 2017-
18 by the 47 SEBI registered mutual funds in India.

Table 4: Number of Mutual Fund Schemes in Operation

. Growth Index of

Year Number of Schemes | Change % | number of schemes
2008-2009 =1

2008-09 1,001 - 1

2009-10 882 -11.89 0388

2010-11 1,131 2823 1.13

2011-12 1,309 15.74 1.31

2012-13 1,294 -1.15 129

2013-14 1,638 26.58 1.63

2014-15 1,884 ’ 15.02 1.87

2015-16 2420 2845 240

2016-17 2281 -5.74 226

2017-18 1,998 -1241 198

CAGR 7.16%

Source: Compiled from SEBI and AMFI records.
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Itisclear that the total number of schemes increased from 1.001 in 2008-
09 10 1,998 schemes in 2017-18 at a CAGR of 7.16 percent over the
period. The growth in number of schemes has shown the inclination of
investors towards mutual funds. The annual growth rate was negative in
2009-10 (-11.89%), 2012-13 (-1.15%), 2016-17 (-5.74%) and 2017-
18(-12.41%) due to the impact of global financial crisis and a large number
of mergers and closure of schemes. The growth index was found positive
during the period under study and it was more than unity (>1) since 2010-
11, indicating better performance of mutual funds.

Suggestion and conclusion
During the study period ( 1* April 2008 to 31* March 2018), significant
growth has been noticed in Indian Mutual Fund Industry in terms of asset
under management, resource mobilization, transactions in stock exchange
by mutual funds and number of schemes. The AUM registered a CAGR of
17.74 percent during the period in spite of facing the depressed market
conditions caused by global financial crisis. During the period, though there
Was substantial increase in gross resource mobilization (CAGR 14.49 %),
but there was high redemptions in 2008-09 and also in 2010-11 and 2011 -
12 because of the impact of financial meltdown which hit the stock market
badly. Also, remarkable growth was noticed in respect of mutual fund’s

transactions on stock exchanges and number of schemes. The CAGR of
gross purchases and gross sales in equity were 16.56 percentand 14.38
percent respectively and in case of debts it was 18.73 percent and 19.45
percent respectively.

The Indian mutual fund industry is in its growth phase and possesses a
tremendous scope for development. The main reasons for poor growth of
mutual funds in India are the lack of awareness for mutual funds and lack of
trust on mutual fund companies. Thus it is suggested that strong regulatory
mework greater transparency, increased innovations, better services to
the investors, liquidity and higher returns could make mutual fund schemes
more popular. SEBI should be given full autonomy in true sense; there
should be sufficient scope for R & D in respect of market forecasting, risk
management, transparency and fair disclosure. Moreover, mutual funds
should design action plan for penetrating the rural and semi-urban markets
and most importantly AMFI should be given self regulatory organization
(SRO) status soon for better regulation of mutual funds in India.
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_ Nationalism is a major topic of debate of recent times in India.
Nationalism and patriotism are two different things. While patriotism is
lovg for the country based on logic and results, nationalism is the idea of
loving the country or supporting its every decision or governance no matter
whatevef the outcome is. While this ideological and almost physical debate
goes on in the country, Meghna Gulzar’s directorial balances between
patriotism and nationalism. Based on retired Lieutenant Commander
Harinder Sikka’s book Calling Sehmat which is based on true events, this
film comes up with a different perspective through which the enemy has
always been seen.

) Now, what exactly should be the sentiment of an individual towards
hls{her nation? While patriotism is something that comes inbuilt in a state
loymg citizen, nationalism is somewhat forced or imbedded in a person’s
mind. While the former is a liberal form of respect, the latter often transforms
nto bj gotry. It was nationalism driven by religious identity which resulted in
the partition of India in 1947 and also that of Bengal into different states.
But, there’s a different aspect to it. Nationalism as a weapon can come
very handy and it has been proved several times. It was nationalism which
helped Gandhi and Bose unite against the British which resulted in our
independence.

) Our very own Bollywood has always been actively propagatin
dlfferer}t definitions of nationalism. Mostly a.z shown in the rgolzlieg, i%’s weg,
fh,e Indians who are compassionate, kind, generous, virtuous and just, and
1t’s the counterpart, mostly Pakistan, as the complete opposite. Very few
movies actually tried to present both sides of the story. It’s the chest
Phumplng, open declarance of love for the country that mostly found place
in Bollywood films like Mani Ratnam’s Roja to Sunny Deol’s Gadar, till
Akshay Kumar’s Airlift and also the recent Ghazi Attack.
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We realize that nationalism can often align with extremism during
war, may it be a civil one or an international one. There must be some
reasons that push countries and individuals in resorting to extreme activities
for the sake of themselves or the country. A war has no ethics as is its
nature. Khalid Mir, Sehmat’s trainer and officer of the Intelligence Bureau
in the film replies to her when she questions the ethics in the life of a spy:
“Jung mai bina jung ke aur kuch maine nhi rakhta™

In 1971, when India started to help the Bangladeshi Liberation
Army for the fight of independence from Pakistan, it became the duty of
the Pakistani Army to stop India from helping them. Hence, it also was the
duty of India to protect itself from any kind of harm that the counterpart
intended to do. This nationalism can very much be justified as it comes
down to protecting the boundaries of one’s own nation which might even
turn into organized extremism eventually.

We can weave out a major issue from our own country itself, if we
consider the case of Kashmir. Almost every other day we hear about
Kashmiris revolting against the Indian Army. We are instantly j udgmental
about our views against the Kashmiri people, we even go on to think that
these people are anti-India and pro-Pakistan and what not. The Armed
Forces Special Powers Act has been in Kashmir since ever, it gives the
Army enough power to kill anyone without any justification. In February
19_9 1, the Indian Army has been alleged of raping 30 women, including 2
munors. And this, is clearly an example of nationalism driven by hate fora
particular region, religion or alike. We should be definitely proud of our
army for a thousand reasons, but this is something we should condemn.
While extremism of any kind cannot be justified and promoted, what do
we have to say about someone who takes up arms after loosing his dearest
ones in front of his eyes. The feeling is that of nothingness and helplessness.
If we would ever bother to really know what the separatist Kashmiris actually
want we would come to know that they basically want a completely
independent land where they are free from the pseudo nationalism of both
the countries. The fact is, and I reckon, India only loves Kashmir, Kashmir
as a place, Kashmir as a land that we need to own and boast about or
maybe go on a holiday or two, the problem is we do not love the people of
Kashmir, the day we start caring about the people of Kashmir rather than
the land, we would be able to invoke a true sense of nationalism in the heart
of every Kashmiri Indian. It is the citizens which constitute a nation, and if
the citizens themselves do not feel a sense of belonging to their nation in the
first place, ﬂ1§m comes no question of nationalism arising in them.

Coming on to Raazi, when we focus on Sehmat as an individual,
we see that she is just a normal college going girl who is called upon to spy
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for her country. Her consent is rather questionable as she is emotionally
forced by her dying father to continue the family tradition of spying for the
country. Sehmat’s consent to take up the assignment comes from the
irrational love for her country making her a nationalist. Sehmat eventually
resorts to acts that she otherwise could not have thought of committing as
anormal girl. She is forced to kill people, people who are very closeto her,
people of her own family. The same emotion of nationalism can be attributed
to her father Hidayat Khan(reel) who just pretended to be a friend of a
General in the Pakistani army. The virtues of friendship and other social
relationships do not apply in here. Through the setting of a Pakistani family,
Gulzar shows that the reception of Sehmat as a daughter-in-law in the
house has no reservations and the new member of the family is as much
celebrated, loved and respected in Pakistan as in India. Both Sehmat’s
father-in-law and her husband are doing their job for the country as is
Sehmat. But none of the characters are devoid of emotions. Igbal
understands Sehmat’s sentiments when there are anti-India conversations
at ﬂ}e dinning table and also defends her at the end when she is caught
Spying saying that she has been doing this for her ‘watan’ just like them.
The children of the Army Public School in Pakistan are filled with zeal and
passion while they sing: “Ae watan”, while Alia is seen lip-syncing to the
same song but the dedication is, obviously for India. Gulzar tries to show
that the respect for nation and the idea of nationalism is strong and equal in
both sides of the border.
Attheend of the spying job, Sehmat is left completely traumatized.
She doesn’t find any meaning to whatever she has done. Her mirror of
nationalism and love for the nation shatters for once and she breaks down
in front of her colleague. Sehmat is shocked that even Mir gives order to
kill her. Shesuffers from an existential crisis as anything and everything is in
question when it comes to serving the nation. Sehmat is traumatized and
she wants answers: “Kis wafadari ka sabak dete hai aaplog ?...
(screams)Maine apna zameer, apni zindagi, sab dia aap ke liye... aur aapne
Jaan nhi bakshi thi meri !”
~ Mironthe other hand gives a very cold and staunch reply that the
nature of war is like this and nothing matters in war except the war itself.
Sehmat is again surprised by Mir’s reply and she finally gives up asserting
that she doesn’t understand the life of a spy and that she wishes to escape
from this immediately. “Nhi samaj aati aapki yeh duniya, na rishto ki gadar
hai, najaanki... isse pehle ki mai poori tarah aap jaisi ban jau mujhe in sab
se nikalna hai...mujhe apni ghar jaana hai...”
] Meghna Gulzar shows the viewers the very tough and challenging
life of a spy and how a true nationalist has to cross certain limits continuously
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fighting with one’s own conscience. One has to commit everything for the
country without even having the security of his/her life in return. Ultimately,
it was Sehmat’s nationalism driven by bravery and genuine love for the
country that saved India from a major naval attack from Pakistan in 1971,
and eventually a war. But as the saying goes, ‘In the end, everyone isa
loser in a war, there are no winners.’ .

Even when the job ends for Sehmat, she is not happy as the events
of the past keep on haunting her until her death. In real life Sehmat decides
to seclude from the society and live in her former servant Abdul’s house
whom she had to kill to conceal her identity. When met by General Sikka, .
she initially did not even want to talk about what happened. Sehmat Khan
died in April 2018, but her contributions to the country will be remembered
forever. . .
" The two perspectives in the movie are beautifully balanced. It is
the situations and the circumstances which lead to the consequences, no
one is by default willing to harm or f:rush anybody. We also understand that
nationalism is not necessarily boasting about the country meaninglessly, but
instead, it is proven through actions that could result in the country’s
betterment. Also, everyone does not need to be a spy or become a soldier
to be nationalist. Nationalism can emerge through smallest of actions like
abstaining from littering or making sure that the surroundings stay clean as
even these small contributions can thrive the nation in becoming better every
day. This is much easier and effective because as laymen we come through
these situations more often unlike wars which are incidental and very rare.
In conclusion, the movie asks a vital question : We the citizens belong to the
nation, but does the nation belong to us? The answer, as the ending of the
movie goes, might be that the individual loses and nationalism wins.

Harinder Sikka’s journey of Finding Sehmat, Understanding
Sehmat, and finally Calling Sehmat 15 laudable. But, there are indeed
thousands of spies who sacrificed their evqr{lygfogr 2(1)-; the country, even

ir li ver given any apprecia recognized in any
attorm. Ome sontemporary example s Kulbhushan Jadhay, who has been
alleged as an Indian spy by Pakistan and is currently facing death penalty
from the Pakistan government. The list \fvﬂl goon and. on.] ep.d here by
quoting Dr. Farooq Abdullah’s reply to Lieutenant Harinder Sikka when
he asked to him about Sehmat - “You want one Sehmat? There are

thousands!”
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Abstract : :
The magnitude Micro and Small enterprises (MSE) is well recognized
world over from its momentous contribution in satisfying various socio-
economic objectives, such as higher growth of employment, output,
DPromotion of exports and development of entrepreneurship. Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) constitute an important
Segment of Indian economy in terms of their contribution to country s
industrial production, exports and employment. It is estimated that in
lerms of value, the sector accounts for about 45 per cent of the
manufacturing output and 40 percent of the total exports of the country.
Further, this sector has consistently registered a higher growth rate
than the rest of the industrial secfor. There are over 6000 products
ranging from traditional to high-tech items, which are being
manufactured by the MSMEs in India. It is well known that the MSMEs
provide the maximum opportunities for both self-employment and jobs
after agriculture. The North Eastern Region (NER) of India has
abundant of natural resources. These resources can be utilized for all
.roufad economic development and employment generation in the
region. The Ministry of MSME is actively promoting the development
of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in the NER through the
Programmes and schemes implemented time to time. With this
background qn attempt has been made in this paper to look at the
Pperformance of MSE in North Eastern Region. '
Key Wards: Micro and Small Enterprises, Performance, Entrepreneurial
development.
Introduction ; '

p icro z?nd Small enterprises (MSE) are considered to be one of the principal
ynamic forces in economic development. The magnitude of'this sector is
well recognized world over from its significant contribution in gratifying
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various socio-economic objectives, such as higher growth of employment,
output, promotion of exports and fostering gnueprex}eursh{p. Micro, Sn_qall
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) including khadi and village industries/
rural enterprises constitute an important segment of_'Indlan economy in terms
of their contribution to country’s industrial production, exports, employment
and creation of an entrepreneurial base. The MSMEs sector contributes
significantly to the manufacturing output, emiployment and export of the
country. It is estimated that in terms of value, the sector accounts for about
45 per cent of the manufacturing output and 40 per cent of thg tgtal exports
of the country. The sector is estimated to employ about 42 million persons
in over 13 million units throughout the country. Further, this sector has
consistently registered a higher growth rate than the rest of the industrial
sector. There are over 6000 products ranging from traditional to high-tech
items, which are being manufactured by the MSMEs in India. It is well
known that the MSMES provide the maximum opportunities for both self-
employment and jobs after agriculture.
The rich natural resources of North East India can be utilized for all round
economic development and employment generation in the region. The
Ministry of MSME is actively promoting the development of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises in the NER through the programmes and schemes
implemented by the Ministry and its organizations. Pursuant to the
government policy of allocating 10 per cent of the total funds for NER,
under the Schemes/Programmes of Ministry, an outlay of Rs. 179 crore
has been earmarked exclusively for the region. Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC) has undertaken various programmes in North East
to ensure better implementation and monitoring of khadi and village
Industries (K'VI). With this background an attempt has been made in this
paper to glance at the performance of MSE in North Eastern Region of
India.
Policy Reforms for MSE in India :
B National Manufacturing Competitiveness Council (NMCC) was set
up to reinforce and uphold the growth of the manufacturing industry.
B Altered strategy of lending and introduction of newer measures, such
asthe scheme to establish Small Enterprises Financial Centres (SEFC) for
strategic alliance between branches of banks and SIDBI located in 388
clusters identified by ministry of SSL
¥ Guarantee coverage under Credit Guarantee Fund for Small Enterprises
(CGFSE) expanded significantly.
B Credit Linked Capital Subsidy Scheme for Technological Up gradation.
B Asingle complete legislation for the promotion, development and
enhancement of the competitiveness of the MSME sector ie, Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises Development (MSMED) Act, 2006 came into
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effect from October 2006. :

B The National Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganized Sector
(NCEUS) has been set up as an advisory body and a watchdog for the
informal sector to bring about improvement in the productivity of these
enterprises for generation of large scale employment opportunities on a
sustainable basis, particularly in the rural areas.

W Facilitation of technology transfer through the Technology Bureau for
Small Enterprises (TBSE)

B Promotion and financial support for credit-cum-performance rating in
MSME sector in India, to facilitate greater and easier flow of credit from
the banking sectorto SMEs. . :

B The Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI)
was introduced.

W InKVI, two new schemes have been launched, viz. Workshed Scheme
for Khadi Artisans with a view to providing assistance for construction of
work shed for khadi artisans for ensuring better work environment and the
scheme for developing Productivity and Competitiveness of Khadi Industries
and Artisans to assist 200 khadi institutions to make khadi industry
competitive and profit oriented through replacement of obsolete machinery
and equipments. '

The position MSE at National Leyel : |

The MSE has keeped a higher rate of growth vis-a-vis the overall industrial
Sector as would be comprehensible from the comparative growth rates of
Production for both the sectors during the past years. The contribution of
MSE to total industrial production was around 38.5 per cent and in gross
domestic product (GDP) was around 7 per cent during 2002-03 to 2012-
2013. (Source: Govt. of India, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
E.nterprises, Annual Report 2012-13). The MSME sector contributes
significantly to the manufacturing output, employment and exports of the
Country. It is expected that in terms of value, the sector accounts for about
49 per cent of the manufacturing output and 43 percent of the total exports
f’fthe country. The sector is estimated to employ about 42 million persons
‘0 over 13 million units throughout the country. Further, this sector has
Consistently registered a hi gher growth rate than the rest of the industrial

Sector. There are over 6000 products ranging from traditional to high-tech

1tems, which gare being manufactured by the MSMEs in India. It is well
own that the MSMEs provide the maximum opportunities for both self-
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employment and jobs after agriculture. Recognizing the contribution and

potential of the sector, the definitions and coverage of the MSE sector

were broadened significantly under the Micro, Small and Medium

Enterprises Development (MSMED) Act, 2006 which recognized the

concept of ‘enterprise’ to include both manufacturing and services sector
besides, defining the medium enterprises. It is observed that the number of
units of MSEs has been increased but percentage increase over previous
year has remained the same ie, 4.07 per cent during 2002-2003. The amount
of investment in MSE has also been increased from Rs. 162319 crores in
2002-03 to Rs. 238975 crores in 2007-08 and 389542 crores in 2012-
2013. The investment has recorded a significant growth over previous year.
The production of MSEs has been mounting which recorded an increase
to Rs.995186 crores in 2012-2013 from Rs 315850 crores in 2002-2003.
The number of persons employed in MSE sector in India has also been
increasing. (Source: Gowt. of India, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Annual Report 2012-2013). The sector has been doing well
in export portico. Hence, it may be inferred that the MSE sector has been
accorded special status and importance in the economy.

14

State wise performance of MSE in North Eastern Region :

The state-wise cram of performance of MSEs in NER show that, Assam is
holding the major portion of MSEs activities in the region in terms of number
of units, amount of investment and employment during 2004 to 2013. This
may be due to immediate advantage of demonstration effect, geographical
spread and locational reward of the state. Keeping in view the present
raw-material potency, the states like Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and
Mizoram experienced a very low investment in MSEs sector. The following
table presented the state-wise performance of MSEs in the region.

State -Wise Performance of MSEs in NER

SLI  Name No. of Units Fixed Investment E_mployment
No|of the State (in number) (Rs. in crores) (in number)
200405 | 2007-08 | 2012-13 |2004-05 { 2007-08 | 2012-13 | 2004-05 | 2007-08 | 2012-13
I | Assam 219092 | 246980 | 310545 | 12874 | 1733.1 [ 22543 | 487871 | 556896 | 678245
2 | Meghalaya 25383 | 28851 | 32456 1645 {2241 |3112 75608 | 87397 103562
3 | Tripura 27448 30772 | 34562 3293 | 4236 |S126 62861 | 70774 89254
4 { Mizoram 12529 | 14242 | 18245 1399 | 1887 |2216 28622 | 32984 | 43521
5 | Manipur 54101 | 60625 | 70124 4037 [5295 6321 153715 | 173663 | 196254
6 | Nagaland 15823 | 18653 | 22436 37186 | 5835 |M2S 66466 | 81608 | 96254
7 | Arunachal Pradesh| 1411 1614 | 2154 342 | 467 532 4330 | 5080 6542
8 | Sikkim 415 m 53 126 170 21 1580 1328 A4

Source: (Govt of india, Ministry of Micro, Small andMedium Erterprises, Annual Reports 2003-06, 2008-09 and 2012-13).
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The basic troubles of MSEs in North Eastern Region :

The NER of India is quite dissimilar from the rest of the country due to their
socio-economic, geographical and cultural diversities. Similarly the problems
faced by the industrial sector in this area are also different from their
counterparts in the other parts of the country. The MSE sector in this region
suffers from a number of innate constraints like geographical, financial, social,
political, infrastructural and entrepreneurial. Although the rate of growth in
terms of number of units registered in this region has been higher than all
India growth rate, the status of MSEs can be expressed as unhealthy in
terms of size, bank finance, market access, entrepreneurial excellence, etc.
The development of MSE in this region is lagging far behind as compared
to the other regions especially western and southern part of the country.
TheNER ismostly hilly territory. Due to the steep slopes of the hills transport
and communication especially railways, roadways and even airways are
not properly developed. Moreover, the investment environment in this region
1s considered to be insecure due to growing insurgency and terrorism

problems prevailing in the entire north eastern region. F requent racial clash,

extortion of money by the insurgent groups etc. create an insecure investment

climate which discourages the national and multinational companies in

investing in the region and ultimately goes against the interest of industrial

development in the region. Some important problems of MSEs in NER

may be pointed out in the following lines,—

Financial Problems :

Lack of adequate finance is one of the main obstruct in the development of
MSE units. The capital base of these industries is usually very weak since
they generally have partership or sole proprietorship form of organization.
The initial investment of these units mainly comes from their own fund or
borrowed fund from unorganized sectors like friends, relatives and
professional lenders and such types of credits are often obtained at a very
high rate of interest and are thus exploitative in nature. Much lesser
proportion of required investment comes from organized sectors like banks,

financial institutions and govemnment channels. A part of small loans can be

raised from government agencies but the procedure is so cumbersome that
most of the entrepreneurs hesitate to avail these facilities due to their poor
educational level.

Infrastructural Problems :

Infrastructural adequacies are essential to survive in order to aid the smooth

and continuous economic growth in general and industrial growth in particular.

Industrial production requires not only machinery and equipment but also

skilled manpower, management, energy, banking and insurance facilities,

marketing facilities, transport services which include railways, roads and
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waterways, communication facilities, etc. All these facilities and services
which facilitate industrial and agricultural production and accelerate the
overall economic development of a country constitute collectively the
infrastructure or economic and social overheads of the economy. Strictly
speaking, industrial growth is the effect for which infrastructure is the cause.
Transportation Problems :

The skilled, cheap and quick means of transport of wide varieties is essential
for the expansion of trade and commerce. Geographical locatan and poor
transport system in the entire north eastern region have resulted in crippling
disincentives of excessive transportation cost, undue delay in movement of
materials and problems of marketing. It has been observed that the entire
NER suffers from inadequate transport and communication facilities, which
is the major obstacle to the socio-economic develppmen:t of this region.
Because of the hilly terrain many parts of the state is not linked by proper
roads with the main centers of trade and commerce. Thus geographical
and transport difficulty discourages industry from locating their units
particularly in the hilly state of the region.

Problems of Power : , .

Power and electricity is the basic infrastructure around which all economic
behavior moves. The degree of economic gr owth is extremely related with
the generation and consumption of electric power. Growth of industry in a
particular region depends upon enough and continuous power supply.
Power scarcity, power shutdown and power cuts could paralyze industrial
activity, throw thousands of workers out of job and cause inconvenience to

consumers.

Marketing Problems :
Entrepreneurs without marketing system are Supposed to have a larger
possibility of failure than others with this skill. Marketing has been recognized
as a key aspect affecting the performance of small scale lnduSt}Ial sector.
Moreover finance and marketing is the key elementofan enterprise. Except
these it leads to sickness and ultimately closure of the units, MSEs face a
number of complexity in marketing their products due to increasing
competition among themselves and in recent years due to the emergence of
stiff competition from foreign goods in the era of liberalization. Moreover,
market analysis is almost absent in the sector which leads to failure in

marketing the products.

Problems of Raw Materials :

Adequate and timely availability of necessary raw materials that also at
reasonable prices affects the entire operations of MSEs. Because of their
smallness and weak financial base and poor bargaining power of the units
required to utilize the services of middlemen to get raw materials on credit.

4
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Such an arrangement results in higher costs due to the high margins of the
middiemen.

Other Problems :

The geographical location, land distribution, climate, social setup etc stands
as a combination of barrier towards industrial development in the region.
Technical knowledge and entrepreneurial spirit, which are the backbone of
successful industrialization, are not adequately available. Moreover there is
1o proper coordination among various agencies in proper implementation
of the programmes. Unfortunate accountability and lack of vigilance on the
part of administration leads to under utilization and misappropriation
particularly in financial areas. Subsequently the State cannot optimally collect
the benefits of various plans and policies broadcasted by the Government
from time to time.

Proposed Suggestions :

¢ The SME encouragement should be considered as a government task
and many actions are taken to promote SMEs. This should pave the way
towards a second generation of enterprise policy. Its implementation clearly
embodies key challenges as well as tangible promises for the future.
¢ The expansion of management training for SME managers. There isa
general recognition that SME managers, especially in small firms in the
Start-up phase, have to carry an enormous burden, as they have to perform
Vvarious functions simultaneously.
¢ Intuitional financing with suitable mechanism for SME is a must. Thisisa
vital and sensitive issue, as many SMEs have continuous cash-flow problems.
As practice shows, large banks are much more ready to give loan for larger
enterprises than that of small one.
* The declining of administrative burden for SMEs is the need of the day.
The SMEs have special difficulties in complying with too many regulations
apd Procedures, especially in the start-up phase. SME managers have little
t1m§ for this, and cannot afford consultants and lawyers to help them with
afvh:fe and administrative necessities.

“Vlotivate industrial research and development activities in SMEs is
Necessary. Many SMEs perform little or no R & D, partly because they

Ve no tradition of it, and partly because they can not afford it.

¢ There is 3 need to manage the growth process towards the market
€conomy and within this process enterprises need advice on how to behave

and howto adapt to the new economic order keeping in view the existing
resource availability in the region.
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Abstract

Libraries having information in computer readable Jormat or having
access 1o information in digitalformat have risen to an unexpected
height and thereby the traditional libraries were conformed to problems
to meet the instant growingdemands of the user communities for their
multidimensional approaches.Recent advances in the information
world havetransformed the role of library in disseminating information
lo userIncrease in the number of user and their different needs have
mademodem libraries to apply new communication technology. Thus
the concept of Digital Library has come. Libraries should support
users in their searching and acquiring of information and their
organization will reflect services rather than physical location. This
paper will highlight in brief the concept of digital library and its need
in this age of Information technology. It will also give an overview of
the functions, advantages and limitations of the digital library.

Key Words : Digital Library, DSpace, Knowledge Management
Introduction

l_lecent advances in the information world have transformed the role of
library in disseminating information to user. Increase in the number of user
and their different needs have made modem libraries to apply new
Communication technology.Several terms have been coined at different times
Fo represent the concept of library without books. Libraries having
U}formation in computer readable format or having access to information in
digital format have risen to an unexpected height and thereby the traditional
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libraries were conformed to problems to meet the instant growing demands
of the user communities for their multidimensional approaches. As a result
of this there is a worldwide need and trend to collect organize manage,
protect and distribute information in digital form

Traditional libraries are still handling largely printed materials that
are expensive and bulky. Information seekers are no longer satisfied with
only printed materials. They want to supplement the printed information
with more dynamic electronic resources. A library’s existence does not
depend on the physical form of documents. Its mission is to link the past
and the present, and help shape the future by preserving the records of
human culture, as well as integrating emerging information technologies.
This mission is unlikely to change in the near future. Digjtal libraries come in
many forms. They attempt to provide instant access to digitized information
and consist of a variety of information, including multimedia.

Definition of Digital Library

The term Digital library in broad sense is a computerized system that allows
users to obtain a coherent means of access to an organized electronically
stored repository of information and data.

A digital library is a library in which collections are stored in digital formats
(as opposed to print, microform, or other media) and accessible by
computers. The content may be stored locally, or accessed remotely. The
Digital Library Federation defines digital libraries as: Organizations that
provide the resources, including the specialized staff, to select, structure,
offer intellectual access to, interpret, distribute, preserve the integrity of,
and ensure the persistence over time of collections of di gital works so that
they are readily available for use by a defined community or set of
communities.

Adigital library is not a single entity. It requires technology link the resources
of many collections. The links between digital libraries and their resources
are transparent to users. Digital library collections are not limited to document
surrogates (bibliographic records. They are the actual digital objects such
as images, texts, etc.

Clifford Lynch a well know expert on Internet and web technology, defined
digital library as “System providing a community of users with coherent
access to a large organized repository of information and knowledge. The

digital library isnot just one entity, but multiple sources are seamlessly
integrated. 2
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Accordingto R Smith digital libraries are *‘Controlled collection of information
bearing objects (IBOS) that are in digital form and that may be organized,
accessed, evaluated and used by means of heterogeneous and extensible set
o fdistributed services that are supported by digital technology. ““°

According to E.A. Fox. the digital library may defined as the * New way of
carrying out the function of libraries encompassing new types of information
Tesources, new approaches to acquisition, new methods of storage and
preservations, new approaches to classification and cataloguing intensive

use Of:electmnic system and networks and dramatis shifts in intellectual
orgamzational and electronic practices. *“5

According toresearchers “ The digital Libraries is a support tool of learning
in both formal an informal manners for high technology users of world wide
web (jNW_W), the digital library provides the enhancement in performance
Organization usability and functionality”.

Key features

A digi@ library is expected to support the following features.
* Provide access to very large information collection(s)

*Focus on providing access to primary (or complete) information not merely
surrogates or indexes.

* Support multi media content
* Network accessible Provide user- friendly interface

* Us’e. declarative representation of document (e.g. tagged small text) in
add'flon or as against image, postscript, etc. forms

* Unique referencing o f digital objects

* Enable link representation to local external object (hypertext)

* Clearly separate the digital library and the user interfaces by employing
client server architecture.

* Support raditional library mission of collection development organization.
Access and preservation.

. SuPpon advanced search and retrieval
Available for a very time

* Integrate personal group enterprise public digital library'®
Functions of Digital Library

Access to large amounts of information to users wherever they are and
whenever they need it.

Access to primary information sources.
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Support multimedia content along with text
Network accessibility on Intranet and Intemet. .
User-friendly interface Hypertext links for navigation
Client-server architecture

Advanced search and retrieval.

Integration with other digital libraries.

Purpose of Digital Library

¢ Expedite the systematic development of procedures to collect, store,
and organize, information in digital form.

+ Promote efficient delivery of information economically to all users.

+ Encourage co-operative efforts in research resource, computing, and
communication networks. Strengthen communication and collaboration
between and among educational institutions.

« Take leadership role in the generation and dissemination of knowledge

Advantages of a Digital Library

The advantages of digital libraries intlude

« Nearly unlimited storage space at amuch lower cost

« Re-allocate funds from some staff, collection maintenance, and additional
books.

» No physical boundary

» Round the clock availability

« Multiple accesses Enhanced information retrieval.

» Preservation for some print material )

« Added value Universal accessibility

Digital Library of Nabinchandra College Central Library

The state of the art Digital Library Management Software D-space,
developed by MIT, USA and Hewlett Packard will be installed shortly in
Central Library of N.C.College, Badarpur. D-Space is a platform that
allows capturing items in any format-in text, video, audio and data for future
access as and when required by users. It distributes it over the web. It
indexes work, so users can search and retrieve items. It preserves digital
work over the long term. DSpace provides a way to manage research
materials and publications in a professionally maintained repository to give
them greater visibility and accessibility over time.

DSpace is typically used in an institutional repository. It has two main roles
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1. Facilitate the capture and ingest of materials, including metadata about
the materials is.
2. Facilitate easy access to the materials, both by listing and searching.

This open source software will be customized to suit with the requirement
Ofusem of Nabinchandra College Central Library. With the introduction of
digital library inN.C.College Central Library ,a number of important services
other than e-journals, e-books accessing will be available as Institutional
Repositorye.g. College Prospectus , College Magazine (NabinJyoti), UG
Syllabus of Assam University, Silchar, Old Question Papers, Edusearch(A
bi-lingual Multi-Disciplinary National Level annual Research Journal) of
I\{ablnchandra College, Badarpur, Teaching-Learning of Language and
Literature, Quality of Higher Education in Rural Areas: Issues and
Perspectives in Northeast India, The Constitution of Nabinchandra College

Students Union,MRP and Ph.D. Theses of faculty members of the college
etc.

Digital Library-Limitations

Cost Limitation : To establish a digital system in the traditional Library
System is costlier in initial stage.

Skill person + If we want to work in digital system we need skill person in
respect of working and maintaining

Law effect : In today some people wants to secure their publications,
matters etc. that why they copyright their publications. Whenever a user

will try to copy some matters, he will suffer from copyright law. There are
some other laws like cyber law, which affect the digital library system.
F:‘,ffect of Technology : In today advancement becomes in the both area
like software and hardware. The di gital library wholly dependent on
telec9mmunication and computer. As new technology comes in the market
the digital system should change or adopt that technology.

Sec.urity problem : When our digital system is connected to Internet the
major problem is the security to prevent the unauthorized access and to
prevent the information from virus is the major task indigital system. Besides,
there are several limitations of Digital Library such as

* Lack of screening or validation

. ‘Lack of preservation of a fixed copy (for the record and for duplicating
scientific research)
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* Lack of preservation of “best in class”

* Difficulty in knowing and locating everything that is available, and
differentiating valuable from useless information.

Conclusion :
Digital libraries provide an effective means to distribute learning

resources to students and other users. Planning a digital library requires
thoughtful analysis of the organization and its users, and an acknowledgement
of the cost and the need for infrastructure and ongoing maintenance. There
will be continuing expansion of digital library activities. LIS and computer
science professionals face challenges that will lead to improved systems.
More and more libraries will have departments and programs in the digital
library arena. Digital libraries will build upon work being done in the
information and data management area. (Adams, Jansen, and Smith
1999).'Digital Libraries present opportunities and challenges for the library
and information communities and all stakeholders.
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Abstract

Barak Valley of Assam is one of the least developed areas of India and
there are many factors responsible for this. For economic development of
any region credit is required for agriculture, industry and tertiary sector
activities. The banking sector of the economy can play a great role in the
economic development. The deposit that is made in the bank is substantial
but the delivery of credit in Barak Valley is not up to the expectations. The
present paper thus makes an attempt to examine the role of bank credit in
the economic development of Barak Valley.

Keywords : Banking, Development, Barak Valley
Introduction :

The economic development of any region depends on many factors. The
banking sector plays an important part in the process of economic development
of a country. For economic development availability of credit at a cheap rate
is must and lack of this directly affects the development. In India the role of
banking sector cannot be exaggerated. A fter the nationalization of banks the
number of branches and the credit disbursed by these banks has been huge.

Though the nationalized banks are facing many problems recently yet the
importance of these banks cannot be lessened.

In India some places have developed faster than the other. Barak Valley
of Assam is one of the least developed regions in the country. Banking and
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other institutional finance were not adequate few years ago. Though the
condition have improved little bit yet it is far from adequate. The economy of
Barak Valley is crippled by the lack of industries and new industries are not
forthcoming. Micro and Small enterprises are there but the Medium industries
are very few. The economy is mainly driven by the agriculture and ever
increasing service sector. In this backdrop the role of banking sector becomes
very important for the economic development of the valley in future. This
paper thus examines the expansion of banking facilities in Barak Valley and
the disbursement of credit.

Banking and other institutional financing facilities are an important
part of economic infrastructure of a region. Rapid economic development
calls for rapid expansion of banking facilities. After the nationalization of
commercial banks and particularly after the expansion of branches,
commercial banks in Assam have been playing a very responsible role in the
upliftment of the economy of the State (Dhar, 2005).

Methodology :
This paper is confined to the area of Barak Valley and the data used are
secondary data taken from RBI, Economic Survey of Assam and journals.

The paper does not recourse to any rigorous mathematical calculations and
uses simple analytical tools.

Analysis :

In the analysis of the role bank credit in the economic development of
Barak Valley it is to be understood that the indebtedness of the people of
Barak Valley was just like the other places of Assam. From the Gazette of
Assam it is found that 90 per cent of the people were indebted in the year
1929 and this indebtedness was mainly to the moneylenders. The
moneylenders were usurious and because of the lack of banking facilities
were rampant. After the independence and till nationalization of commercial
banks the presence and dominance of moneylenders was very high. During
the 70s around 60 per cent of credit was supplied by the moneylenders and
at a very high interest rate. Only after the nationalization of commercial
banks the presence of moneylenders has gone down and this has been possible
because of the branch banking of nationalized commercial banks. In the last
two decade because of the branch banking policy the number of bank
branches has increased considerably as evident from the following table.

Table-1
Bank Branches
District/State 2001 200
Rud | Semi-Utban | Ubn | Tom! | Rual | SemilUben | Urbean | Toa
Cachar 46 1 23 70 |48 - 32 80
Hailakandi| 15 5 - 20 (12 7 - 19
EDUSEARCH 1SSN 2395-7298 54

District/State 2001 2000

Rurdl | Semi-Uben | Uten | Toml | Rud | Semi-Utban | Utban | Tomal
Karimganj{ 33 14 - 47 133 17 - 50
Assam 816 | 255 158 | 1229|786 | 321 270 1377

Source: Reserve Bank of India

In the present Barak Valley there are three districts viz. Cachar,
Hailakandi, Karimganj but in the earlier period all three districts were under
the Cachar district. From the above table it can be seen that in the last few
years the number of bank branches are increasing in all the three districts
thus indicating that more and more areas and people are coming under the
banking system. Because of this increase in the number of bank branches
the presence of moneylenders are also going down and which is a step
towards the progress. But one of the noticeable things is that the number of
rural branches is not increasing and in fact it has gone down in the Hailakandi
district.

As the number of bank branches is increasing the deposit in the bank is
also increasing and simultaneously credit advanced is also increasing. But
thing to be noticed is the credit-deposit ratio and its movement. The credit-
deposit ratio as calculated from the data available is put below in Table-2.

Table-2
Credit-Deposit Ratio
District/ State 1973 2013
Cachar 0.23 0.33
Karimganj - 0.32
Hailakandi - 0.35
Assam 0.42 0.37

Source: Assam Gazette

Economic Survey of Assam

From the above table it can be seen that the credit-deposit ratio in Barak
Valley has increased after the nationalization of banks but this increase has
been marginal. For Assam as a whole the ratio has declined in the same time
period whereas the ratio for the All India has been around 0.75. The low
credit-deposit ratio shows that the advancement of credit to different sectors
has been low. Though for priority sector lending the banks actually fulfilled
the target but for other sectors the credit given has been low. As the more
and more people came under the fold of banks the deposit scenario has
improved but the credit scenario is still below the expectations. Though the
number of branches of banks has increased yet a large section of people are
outside the ambit of banks. This is evident from the fact that a large number
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of Chit-Funds are working in Barak Valley and creating havoc. With the
more active participation of banks the proliferation of these Chit-Funds could
have been avoided.

Moreover the presence of moneylenders is still very high in Barak Valley
as the banks do not advance small credit for the petty businesses. The rules
and regulations and requirement of security are another hurdle for small
creditors. The economic development of Barak Valley is intertwined with
the development of small traders and petty businessmen. These people require
a small amount of credit for running their businesses and most of them are
having no assets. So when they cannot fulfill the norms required by the
banks they do not get credit and eventually fall back to the moneylenders
who are very exploitative. So it is an urgent demand of this group of the

people to at least relax some stringent rules to fulfill the credit requirement
of them.

Conclusion :

It is an indisputable fact that a well structured banking system is a
sine qua non of development for any country or region. The Barak Valley
region of Assam is in dire requirement of development to bring out the people
of this region out of underdevelopment. The banking system in this region
has had played a role in the development process and it must play its role
more actively. It must take certain steps which are utmost necessary for
solving some specific, indigenous problems of this region. The banking sector
is certainly capable of ushering a developed future for this region.
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Status of Micro Enterprises in Il.ldia and Assam :

The growth and performance of micro enterprises and entrepreneurship
play vital role in economic growth of l(_)W—lncome de\_/eIOplng cou.r{tn‘es
through creation of new enterprises, ¢riving UaIleOﬂnatlon. from tradlt}o.nal
to modern economy, absorbing surplus }abour from agriculture, raising
production and productivity, and generating emploment opportunities in
both the modern and traditional sectors. In developing countries, the vast
majority of entrepreneurs belong to micro ar}d small enterprises f)nly (N aufle,
2010). Moreover, most of'the rmcrosent_erpnse units in developing CfMthes
like India have been operating 1n informal sector '?ngaged in both
manufacturing and service sector based on the local available resources.

j i ises having their large scale

iai ated by micro and small enterprises ng rg
Ind Egii?nmnn:fomal};ector. The micro and sm-all enterprises in India occupy
ad minant position in its industrial scenario in terms of its contribution to
a Ctl:l . dustrrij al output, employment and export. The §ect0r h.ad arecord of
o l?han 99.2 percent of total manufacturing enterprises during the period
o e accounted for about 20 percent of

1995 to 2005 -2006. It :
frorrll lZiifellZwring output, around 80 percent of tota.l manufacturing
::It;)l?yment and about 40 percent of total manufacturing export of the

i iod. As per the report of the Directorates of
Eﬁsﬂ;uzrﬁ;lﬁlsiag:viﬁpmem Illjlstitutes, the total nurflber of rni(Ero
enterprise units in India was 3,46,206 dur'%ng 201 '4-1 5. The micro E?terpl?se
sector is quite large and diversified inclt}dlng a wide range of man : iceuc?ng
units, dispersed across the country both in rural and urban areas. It 1s because
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of this wide range existence of the sector the 11th and 12th Five Year Plans
recognized the micro and small enterprise sector as one of the topmost
priorities for creation of gainful employment opportunities in the country.

The current status of micro enterprises together with small and medium
enterprises in India follows the large scale operation of informal sector
which is clear from the following table-

Table -1
Status of Micro Enterprises in India (2015- 16)
Charecteristics Registered Units | Unregistered Units
Size of Enterprise 15.64 198.74

(inlakh)

No.ofRural Enterprises | 7.07 (45.20%) | 119.68 (60.22%)
(inlakh)

No.ofWomenEnterprises | 2.15(13.72%) | 18.06(9.09%)
(in Lakh)

Total Employment 93.09 408.84
~ (inlakh)
Per Unit Employment | 5.95 2.06

Source; Annual Report 2015-16, Ministry of MSME, Government of India

The table reflects that as per the annual report of the government of India
2015-16 the mean size of registered units under MSMEs in the country in
value terms is only 15.64 lakh, whereas the the size of unregistered units is
198.74 1akh. The registered number of rural enterprises is only 7.07 lakh
and the unregistered number of rural enterprises is 119.68, constituting
45.20 per cent and 60.22 per cent respectively. Of the total registered
units 2.15 lakh units i.e. 13.72 per cent are women entrepreneurs, whereas
18.06 lakh units i.e 9.09 per cent of unregistered units belong to women
entrepreneurs. As far as employment is concered, the report shows that a
total 0f 408.84 lakh persons are employed in unorganized sector while
only 93.09 lakh persons are employed in organized sector of the enterprises.
But the per unit employment of organized sector is only 2.06 which is smaller
than the per unit employment of organized sector showing 5.95. This dictates
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that unregistered or informal sector of the MSMEs is still dominating in
terms of size of enterprises, rural based enterprises, women entrepreneurship
and the level of employment in Indian economy. It is also observed that
most of the enterprises under unregistered units of MSMEs belong to
microenterprise sector and hence microenterprise in India constitute a large
part of unorganized or informal sector of the economy. The operation of
informal sector in Assam of Northeast India is more dominating in its total
industrial scenario in absence of minimum operation of the medium and
scale industries.

Assam in Northeastern region has been characterized as one of the
industrially under-developed States in India. The State’s industrial scenario
is largely confined to the growth of employment oriented micro enterprise
sector, which is also popularly known as unorganized or informal sector in
the economy. This informal sector of the State, with about 370.8 thousand
units, accommodated more than 83 percent of its manufacturing workers
in the State during 2005-06. Notwithistanding, the sector plays vital role in
the process of industrialization and employment generation in the State along
with fulfillment of its socio-economic objectives, but it has not received due
attention in the policy matters.

The status of the micro and small enterprise sector in Assam as 0f 2010-
11, can be depicted from the following table-. It is revealed that the total
number of working enterprises in Assam was to the.tune of 23749 during
2009-10 as per the MSME annual report of the Government of India.
During the same year the sector employed as many as 169802 number of
persons and invested a sum of Rs. 6678.08 crore all over the State. The
total amount of production of the sector in value terms was upto Rs.8656.33
crore which was quite appreciable in relation to the number of working
enterprises during the same year. The value of investment and the volume
of employment of the sector reflects large scale operation of the micro and
small enterprises in the State which must have significant contribution to the
State GDP. The status also reflects wide scale investment and employment
opportunity of the people of the State in micro and small enterprise sector

in almost absence of large scale industries and in face of present agricultural
crisis.
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Table-2

Status and Growth Rate of Micro and Small Enterprises in Assam
Variables Status) Compound
(2009-10) Annual Growth
Rate (19193-94
to 2010-11)
Numberof Working Enterprises 23749 2767
Employment 169802 08796
(Personsinnos)
Investmert 667808 32068
(Rs.Crore)
Production 86563316247
(Rs.Crore)
Source 1: Directorate of Industries and commerce, Government of Assam
Source2: MSME Annual Report 2010-11[11]

Table- 2 also presents compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of the micro
and small enterprises in Assam during the period from 19193-94 to 2010-
11, according to the report of the Directorate of Industries and commerce,
Government of Assam. Interestingly it reveals that although the growth rate
of working enterprises was negative showing -2.767, the level of investment
had grown at the highest CAGR compared to its growth rates of production
and employment. The CAGR of production was 32.068 and that of
employment was 0.8796 signifying that the growth of employment was not

appreciable in relation to the growth of investment and production of the
sector during the same period.

Growth and Performance of Micro Enterprises in India :

The role of micro enterprises in India is very vital in terms of production,
employment generation and exports. It has been performing crucial role in
the overall economic development of the country in face of slow growth of
large scale industrialization on the one hand and frequent agricultural crisis
on the other. The growth and performance of micro enterprises including
the small and medium enterprises during the period from 2001-02 to 2010-
11 would reveal significant contribution to the country’s economic
development. The MSME sector in India employed 249.33 lakh number
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of persons in 2001-02 which was increased considerably to 732.17 lakh
in 2010-11 at the compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 15.5 per cent.
The growth rate of employment achieved by this sector was more than 100
per cent in 2006-07. Similarly, the sector made significant contribution to
the country’s export growth. The exports by this sector in value terms had
grown at the compound rate of 20.1 per cent over the same period.
However, the growth rate of exports during 2007-08 recorded lower in
comparison to earlier five years due to global slowdown during the same
year.

Moreover, the total number of enterprises had increased sharply from 105.21
lakh in 2001-02 to 311.52 lakh in 2010-11 at CAGR of 16.1 per cent.
The value of fixed investment in this sector had also increased signifcantly
from Rs 154349 crore in 2001-02 to Rs 773487 crore in 2010-11 with a
CAGR of 24.1 per cent. The value of output during the period of this ten
year had also grown at the compound rate of 17.6 per cent. The sector,
therefore, recorded a considerable growth rate in terms of size of enterprise,
production, investment, employment and exports, besides maintaining a
higher rate of growth vis-a-vis the overall industrial sector, despite the global
meltdown.

Table - 3

Growth of Micro Enterprises in India (2007-08 to 2015-16)

Year Number of Microenterprise Units Annual Growthrate (In%)
2007-08 1,53,110 -
2008-09 1,70,262 11.20
2009-10 1,85,180 8.76
2010-11 2,05,112 10.76
2011-12 2,42,539 18.25
2012-13 2,75,867 13.74
2013-14 2,96,526 7.45
2014-15 3,46,206 16.75
*2015-16 1,15,540 -

Source ; Annual Report 2015-16, Ministry of MSME, Government of India
Note: *For year 2015-16, information is as on 30th September, 2015.
Growth rate is calculated based on the figures in the table.
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Table- 3 delineates the growth of micro enterprises all over India during the
period from 2007- 08 to 2015-16 as per the annual report of the ministry
of MSME of the Government of India. It is observed that the number of
micro enterprise units in the country had been increased throughout in actual
figures. The total number of working micro enterprises was the lowest in
2007-08 showing 1,53,110 units which was increased to 1,70,262 in 2008-
09, thento 1,85,180 in 2009-10, thenafter increased continuously and
reached to the tune of 3,46,206 which was the highest in 2014-15. The
figure for the year 2015-16 has not been included in the analysis as because
itcovered the information only upto September, 2015. As far as the annual
growth rate of micro enterprises is concerned, it is revealed that units of
enterprises had grown annually at 11.20 per cent during 2008-09, then at
8.76 per cent in 2009-10, thenafter at 10.76 per cent in 2010-11 and
finally had grown at 16.75 per cent in the year 2014-15. The growth rate
of micro enterprise units was the lowest in 2013-14 witnessing 7.45 per
cent while it was the highest in 2011-12 showing 18.25 per cent witnessing
a bit smaller growth rate of 16.75 per cent in the latest year 2014-15.
Thus, the trend of annual growth rate of micro enterprise units in India does
not follow a smooth rising trend rather it follows a throughout fluctuating
trend over the period from 2007- 08 to 2015-16. This fluctuating trend of
expansion might be due to the manifold challenges faced by such enterprises
internally or externally including market environment and government policy
which are the matter of concern.

Table- 4
Growth and Performance of Micro and Small Enterprises in India
(2006-07 to 2014-15)

Total Working Market
Year Enterprises Engployment Value of
. (in lakh) Fixed Assets
(in lakh) (Rs. in Crore)
2006-07 361.76 80523 868,543.79
2007-08 37736 842.00 920,459.84
2008-09 393.70 880.84 977,114.72
2009-10 410.80 921.79 1,038,546.08
2010-11 42873 965.15 1,105,934.09
201112 44764 1,011.69 1,182,757.64
2012-13 46754 1,061.40 1.268,763.67
2013-14 488.46 1,11429 1.363,700.54
2014-15 510.57 117132 1,471,912.94

Source : Annual Report 2015-16, Government of India, Ministry of MSME, New
Delhi
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Table- 4 reflects the expansion and performance of the micro and small

enterprises in India in terms of fixed asset and employment for the period

from 2006-07 to 2014-135, as per the annual report 2015-16 of the Ministry
of MSME of the Government of India. It is observed that the units of
enterprises had been increased continuously from 361.76 lakh in 2006-07
to 510.57 lakh in 2014-15. The market value of the fixed asset had also
been increased sharply from Rs. 868,543.79 crore in 2006-07 to
Rs.1,471,912.94 crore in 2014-15 without any fall down in a particular
year. Similarly, the employment level of such enterprises had also been
risen up sharply from 805.23 lakh persons in 2006-07 to 1,171.32 1akh
persons in 2014-15, without any deceleration. It is thus revealed that micro
and small enterprises in India recorded a sharp rise over the years both in
terms of expansion as well as in terms of its performance. This signifies
wider scope of expansion of labour employment, investment and exports
of the sector in the country.

Growth and Performance of Micro and Small Enterprises in
Northeast India :

The Northeastern region of India featuring uneven economic growth leaves
plenty scope of microenterprise growth in terms of increasing production,
investment, employment and exports. As the industrial development
precedes economic development, the micro and small enterprise
development precedes industrial development of Northeast India. Because
of its uneven socio-economic and geographical characteristics heavy
industries have not been so far growing up in the region. Besides,
modemization and diversification of its agriculture has not yet been possible,
despite comprehensive policies adopted by the government time to time.
Asanaltemative, micro and small enterprises in the region have been growing
and dominating in the industrial sector since independence, offering the
means of livelihood for maximum number of people. These enterprises have
been playing crucial role to utilize local productive resources, generate
productive employment opportunities, promote exports, equitable
distribution of wealth, balanced regional growth and to the country’s GDP
growth. Understanding the growth and performance of micro enterprises
in Northeastern region of India is important for policy perspective both at
the entrepreneurial level as well as at the Government level.
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The region comprises of eight States viz. Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. Table- 3.5 depicts the
State- wise growth and performance of the micro and small enterprises in
Northeastern region over the period from 2006-07 to 2009-10.

Table - 5
Growth and Performance of Micro and Small Enterprises in
Northeast India (2006-07 to 2009-10)

Name of} y... | Sik Aruna Naga |Mani | Mizo Tripura Megha

) Assam
the State kim | chal land |pur | ram laya
Pradesh
Number | 2006-07( 123 | 451 1331 {4507 314 [12s3 [ 3063 [1s6m
of 2007-08{ 138 | 514 2109|4549 [3940 |1a09 | 3469 | 20425
working 00809 209 | 621 4630 |4689 (4418 [1621 | 3879 | 22056
enterprises

2000-10{252 {706  |6280 [4778 | 4770 [1805 | 4287 | 23749
. 2006-07(27.34 | 584.04  |719.12 |92.34 |279.88 |382.50 | 132.08 |5249.82
Eﬁ:mm 2007-08] 2068 | 665.63 | 1139.49 |93.25 | 297.08 |430.17 | 14951 | 5743.51
(Rs.Crore) |2008-09] 46.46 | 80420 |2501.59 | 96.12 | 333.12 [494.89 | 167.18 | 6202.15
2009-10| 55.91 | 91427 |3392.81 |97.95 | 359.66 |551.07 | 184.77 | 6678.08
2006-07| 49.56 | 256.49 | 1384.17 | 160.50 | 30335 |575.09 | 437.38 | 6805.62
Production] 2007-08 | 49.56 | 29231 |2193.15 | 161.94 | 32190 [646.73 | 495.37 | 7444.91
(Rs.Crore) | 5008.09| 55.60 | 353.16  |4814.74 | 166.93 | 360.95 |744.04 | 553.92 | 8039.41
2009-10{ 8421 | 40150 |6530.05 | 170.10 | 389.71 |828.50 | 612.18 | 8656.33
2006-07| 1151 { 5893 [16149 [16738 | 26015 [18807 | 12896 | 133561
Enploymen|290708| 1292 | 678 125582 | 16877 | 27580 | 21149 | 14604 | 146039
(Persor) |2008-09| 1956 | 8116 |se162 | 17396 | 30926 |24331 | 16331 | 157700

2009-10{ 2354 | 9227 26170 {17726 | 33390 {27093 | 13048 | 169802
Source: MSME Annual Repont 2010-11{11]

Interms of expansion of the micro and small enterprises in Northeast India
the table shows that all the eight sister States of the region witnessed a
steep rise in the number of working enterprises within their respective States,
without any fall down in a year during the period from 2006-07 to 2009-
10. This indicates that growth of micro enterprises had been continuous
across the region which might be due to wider scope of its expansion based
on locally available natural and human resources on the one hand, and
absence of minimum operation of the medium and large scale industries on
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the other. However, the growth rate of enterprises did not show smoothly
increasing rather it revealed a fluctuating trend which has been noticed for
each and every States of the region over the period.

Following this, the performance of micro and small enterprises in terms of
fixed investment also witnessed a sharp rising trend in actual figures in all
the eight States of the region during the period from 2006-07 to 2009-10,
as shown by the table- 3.5. The growth of investment in Assam and
Nagaland revealed to be much higher than the other States of Northeast,
of which Nagaland showed much healthier growth of investment in relation
its smaller size of State compared to Assam. However, the growth of
investment in micro and small enterprises in Manipur recorded the smallest
one compared to other States of the region.

Similarly, the performance of the sector in terms of production also witnessed
increasing trend in almost all the States of the region over the period from
2006-07 to 2009-10, except the State of Sikkim which showed stagnant
growth of production in 2007-08 witpessing high jump in 2009-10. Amuch
higher and continuous growth of production in actual figures had been
observed in Nagaland compared to Assam and other States, of which record
growth was obtained by the State during 2007-08 to 2008-09.

Notwithstanding, the performance of the micro and small enterprises in

terms of production in Assam was praiseworthy during the period showing

arise from Rs. 6805.62 crore in 2006-07 to Rs. 8656.33 crore in 2009-

10.

Finally, the micro and small enterprise performance in Northeastern region
in terms of employment growth in actual figures had been appreciated more
or less in all the States during 2006-07 to 2009-10. With a comparatively
higher growth in size of enterprises, fixed investment, production and
employment in Nagaland, the labour employment of the State also recorded
much higher growth showing from 16149 persons in 2006-07 to 76170
persons in 2009-10. The employment growth of enterprises in Assam was
also praiseworthy witnessing a growth in actual figures from 133561 persons
in 2006-07 to 169802 persons in 2009-10. The lowest growth of
employment in the sector had been observed in the State of Manipur
recording from 16738 persons in 2006-07 to 17726 persons in 2009-10,
which could be substantiated by its lowest growth of investment and
production in comparison other States of the region,
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Growth and Performance of Micro and Small Enterprises in Assam :

Assam, a state of northeastern region, surrounded by Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and West Bengal, sharing
international borders with Bhutan and Bangladesh. It comprises of the
Brahmaputra and the Barak valleys along with the Karbi Anglong and the
North Cachar Hills, containing three of six physiographic divisions of India
- The Northern Himalayas (Eastern Hills), The Northern Plains (Brahmaputra
plain) and Deccan Plateau (Karbi-Anglong). richly, The state has been
lagging far behind the rest of the country since independence in terms of
agricultural productivity, industrial development, income, output and
employment, despite endowed with rich human and natural resources .

The i'ndusu-ial scenario of Assam has been dominated by large scale operation
of micro and small enterprises with almost absence of large scale industries
for .the time long. Most of the state’s population dwell in rural areas where
agriculture is the main source of their livelihood with little industrial culture.
However, with growing agricultural crisis in the state people started to find
out new avenues of employment and as a result the micro and small
enterprises in the state emerged as an alternative source of livelihood. The
state occupies enough scope for the development of micro enterprises in
terms of productivity, employment and exports based on its locally available
resources. The widely operated enterprises belong to processed foods,
handlcom and handicrafts, plastic moulds, Assam silk garment, chemical
related products, agro-based products, forest-based products, livestock,
cane and furniture, steel fabrication, textiles, automobile workshop,
engineering workshop, computer hardware, repairing services, sital pati,
paper bags, rice-chira milling, sow mills, jewelry, bars and restaurants,

bakery P}'OduCts, trade and services, etc. These include both manufacturing
and service sector of the micro enterprises in Assam.

The state has huge size of the micro and small enterprise sector both in
terms of number of units and number of workers employed. The dominance
ofthe informal sector in the state’s micro and small enterprises has remained
notable, w}}ich is evidenced from one result that around 99.5 percent of
manufacturing enterprises of the sector were belong to unorganized segment
during :'2005 -06. In case of employment also the informal sector of such
enterprises has been dominating showing 83.1 percent of employment in
the se(.:tor during the same period of 2005-06. In other words, the state’s
organized sector accounted for only 0.50 percent of manufacturing

EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 66

enterprises during 1994-95 to 2005-06 and about 16.9 percent of
manufacturing employment during 2005-06. This reflects that micro
enterprise sector in Assam has been dominated by the large scale operation
of unorganized or informal sector vi-a-vis all India level which is reflected
in its present status. But the sector has been facing major challenges in
terms of tremendous low productivity and low level of technology-in-use,
coupled with the infrastructural and marketing problems.

Table 6 delineates the growth and performance of the micro and small
enterprises in Assam during the period from 2006-07 to 2009-10. This is
shown both in actual figures as well as annual growth rate in percent over
the same period.

Table-6
Growth and Performance of Micro and Small Enterprises in Assam

l‘\l‘:lmlg;r of | Fixed Production | Employment
Year or! g. Investment (Rs. Crore) | (No.of Person)
Enterprises | (Rs. Crore)
200607 18671 5249.82 6805.62 133561
2007-08 ¢ 20425 5743.51 744491 146039
9.39) 9.40) (9.39) 9.34)
200809 | 22056 6202.15 803941 157700
(7.99) (7.98) (799) | (7.39)
2009-10 | 23749 6678.08 8656.33 169802
(7.68) (71.67) (767) (7.67)

Source: MSME Annual Report 2010-11[11]
Note; Figures in parentheses indicate annual growth rate in percent

It is revealed that the Assam’s micro and small enterprise sector had
witnessed significant growth in terms of number of units, showing 18671
units in 2006-07 which was increased to 23749 units in 2009-10. But it
experienced a drastic fall in number of enterprise units in terms of annual
growth rate which was 9.39 per cent in 2007-08, 7.99 per cent in 2008-
09 and 7.68 per cent in 2009-10. Although the fixed investment of the
sector increased from Rs. 5249.82 crore in 2006-07 to Rs. 6678.08 crore
in2009-10, its annual growth rate had declined from 9.70 per cent to 7.98
per cent and 7.67 per cent in 2008-09 and 2009-10 respectively. The
performance of the sector in terms of production also followed the similar
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trend revealing that the value of production had increased over time posing
arise from Rs. 6805.62 in 2006-07 to Rs. 8656.33 in 2009-10. But the
annual growth rate of production recorded a decline from 9.39 per cent in
2007-08 to 7.99 per cent in 2008-09 and again to 7.67 in 2009-10. So
faras employment is concemed, the micro and small enterprise sector of
Assam witnessed a sharp increase in terms of actual figures employing
133561 persons in 2006-07 which was risen to the volume of 146039
persons in 2007-08, then to 157700 persons in 2008-09 and thenafier to
169802 persons in 2009-10. Nevertheless, the sector’s annual growth
rate of employment fell down from 9.34 per cent in 2007-08 to 7.39 per
cent in 2008-09 and then to 7.67 per cent in 2009-10, which shows a

declining trend of the performance of the sector in terms of labour
employment over the period.

The analysis reveals that although the growth and performance of the micro
and small enterprises in Assam posed remarkable progress in terms of
actual figures during the period from 2006-07 to 2009-1 0, the progress in
t<?m:|s gf annual growth rate did not follow rising trend. The result is same
either in case of number of units or fixed investment or production or
f:mployment of the sector. This dictates that the growth of micro enterprises
m{Xssam followsa declining trend in terms of the growth rate in number of
units, fixed investment, production and employment, despite a visible upward
growth trend of such enterprises in actual figures. The possible factors
E’espons.ible for such declining trend might be the capital deficiency,
msufﬁcwnt infrastructure development, transportation bottlenecks, low
quality products, inability to face global competition, multiple problems of
marketing, delay in policy implementation, The sector has, however,
Managed to enjoy satisfactory progress both in number of units, gross value
added and employment, in view of the growing importance of the micro
and small enterprises in the state’s economy.
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Abstract

The present study was carried out to understand the dynamics of microbial
biomass due to different interventions in rehabilitated jhum lands and forests
at two altitudes (Sagalee and Kheel) in Arunachal Pradesh. Microbial
blOfnass carbon (MBC) was highest during summer season and lowest
during winter in almost all the land use systems and in both Sagalee and
Kheel irrespective of year of sampling. The mean MBC was highest in
forest (1834.10 ug o) and lowest was recorded in jhum cultivation system
(441.73 pg g') in case of Sagalee, but in case of Kheel the values ranged
from 967.20 pg g in agroforestry systemto 1768.70 ug g in forest. Almost
Same seasonal trend as MBC was observed in case of microbial biomass
nitrogen (MBN). The annual mean MBN was highest in forest (113.65 pg
g D) fmd lowest was in abandoned jhum land (57.32 pg g*') in Sagalee.
Similarly in Kheel, the highest value was (363.33 pg ') in forest and least
Was(104.26 pg g') in abandoned jhum land. In Sagalee, the contribution
of MBN to total N was 6.59 % in the horticultural system and 2.53 % in
Fhe forest. Lik;wise, in Kheel the highest contribution MBN to total N was
ﬂmlabandonedjhmn land (8.69 %) and lowest contribution (5.09 %) was in

€ agroforestry system. Generally the microbial contribution increased in
the subsoil.

K(.ey words : Microbial biomass, land use system, jhum cultivation system,
soil nutrient poo}

Introduction -

Soil microbial biomass

ackn »a labile fraction of soil organic mater, has been

owledged both as a transforming agent and as a source and sink of
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plant available nutrients (Singh et al. 1989). It acts as a mediator for the
interaction that takes place in between the organic and mineral constituents
in an ecosystem. As a result of this interaction, the structure and properties
of soil is constantly being influenced in nature. In cultivated soils, cropping
practices followed might alter this natural balance which may not always be
beneficial to the soil. Nevertheless, availability of nutrients in the soil is
regulated by the type of cropping or vegetation which in turn determines
the form of organic residues. These organic residues are decomposed by
soil microorganisms to release nutrients. However the microbial population
may take up certain amount of nutrients through immobilization which are
then released during mineralization processes. Evidently, soil microbial
properties have the potential to be early and sensitive indicators of soil
stress or productivity changes and there is substantial evidence that they
can be used to evaluate the influence of management and land use on soils
(Saggar et al., 2001). Reportedly, soil microbial biomass responds much
more quickly than total organic matter to any ch?nge in organic inputs
(Powlson et al., 1987). Thus, itactsasa sensitive indicator of changes in
organic carbon turnover that would help in u:llderstand.ing and predicting
the long-term effects of changes on soil organic matter in farming systems
(Stnith and Paul, 1990). Itis hypothesised that the.transfo:_maﬁon of forested
land to agricultural land would increase the dwmm of ml.crobial population
and biomass nutrients, although the extent of disturbance is contingent upon
the type of agricultural practices. The present stud_y teste_d the above
hypothesis across a land use regime at two different altitudes in Arunachal

Pradesh.

Study sites location . .
Two study sites were selected at different altitudes, one at Sagalee (site I;

843 m asl) and other at Kheel (site II; 426 m asl) in Papum Pare district of

Arunachal Pradesh. In each site, five different land use systems \{I'Z-jhum
cultivation system, terrace cultivation system, agr oforestry/horticultural
system, abandoned jhum land and a forest (control). were gelected_ to
understand their suitability as food production systems in the l.nlly terrains
and also for the rehabilitation of abandoned jhum land. The different land
use systems of Sagalee selected for this study are located between 800
and 900 m asl and that of Kheel between 350 and 445 m asl. The study
sites are located between 26°28° to 29°38 N and 90°30" to 97°30" E and

have a highly undulating topography; hill ridges and valleys are the main
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characteristics of the area. The soil of this sub Himalayan system was formed
form Precambrian quartzite rocks of Sela group. The study area enjoys
predominately four different seasons: Summer (March-May), rainy (June-
September), autumn (October-November) and winter (December-
February). The area received high (1800-2000 mm yr-* approximately).
The relative humidity varied form 54 to $3%. The maximum and minimum
temperatures of Sagalee were 26° and 18°c respectively and that of Kheel
were 29° and 22°c.

The jhum cultivation system had abundant grasses, herbs and shrubs.
Mixed crops and weeds are found during the cropping period. A few trees
and shrubs were also found interposed in the jhum lands. The Terrace
cultivation system too had grasses and herbs during the fallow period.
Crops were, however, grown only once in a year. Paddy and different
types of weeds were found during the cropping season. Shrubs and trees
are generally not found in this system. In Horticulture and Agroforestry
Systems trees of fruit crops (mainly orange) are grown in the horticultural
systems (Sagalee), some times along with pineapple and guava as well.
The understorey vegetation of this system comprises mainly of herbs and
grasses. In the agroforestry system (Kheel), food crops are grown in
permanent plots mixed with some horticultural plants and timber-yielding
plants as the canopy species. The Abandoned | jhum land (4 to 5 year old)
holds the secondary fallow vegetation that comprised of early successional
plant species and light demanding species. Large trees were rarely observed.
Weedy species such as, Eupatorium odoratum, Urena lobata, Mikania
Sp. were abundant.

Over all, the predominant vegetation in Kheel belongs to tropical moist

deciduous forest and at Sagalee subtropical evergreen and semi-evergreen
forests were found.

Methodology

Soil samples were collected seasonally, covering all the four season (summer,
rainy, autumn and winter). From each land use systems, 10 replicate samples
were collected randomly using steel corer (5.5 cm diameter) from two soil
depths (0-15 and 15-30 cm). The replicated samples of respective depths
were thoroughty mixed to obtain composite sample. The samples were
sieved through a2 mm mesh screen and divided into two parts. One part
of the sample was retained for the estimation of soil physico-chemical
parameters and other part was used fresh for the analysis for microbial
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biomass nutrients. Soil texture was determined by Bouyouncos hydrometer
method (Bouyouncos, 1962) and bulk density was determined by soil
core method ((Piper,1944), while soil moisture content was measured
gravimetrically by incubating 10g of field moist soil sample in a hot-air oven
at 105° for 24h. Organic C content of soil was determined by dichromate
oxidation and titration with ferrous ammonium sulphate (Walkley, 1947).
Total N was estimated following semi-micro Kjeldhal procedure by acid-
digestion, distillation and titration (Anderson and Ingram, 1993). The pH
of the soil sample was measured in a 1:2.5 soil/water suspension.
Chloroform fumigation —extraction (CFE) method was use to estimate
microbial biomass C (MBC) and N (MBN). MBC and MBN were
determined in fresh soil by chloroform fumigation-extraction method
(Brookd et al., 1985 and Vance ef al. 1987). For MBN, the digested
filtrate was distilled by steam distillation using semi-micro Kjeldhal and
titrated against hydrochloric acid (0.05). The MBC and MBN were
calculated as follows:

MBC (pg g") = (Extractable C in fumigated soil — Extracted Cin unfumigated
soil) x 2.64 (as proposed by Jankinson and Powlson, 1976)

MBN (ug g') = (Extractable N in fumigated soil — N in unfumigated soil)/
K-

KNN= 0.54 (Proposed by Brookes ef al., 1985)

Results

Dynamics of microbial biomass C and N

Microbial biomass C (MBC) was highest during summer and lowest during
winter in almost all sites at both altitudes. The mean annual MBC was
highest in forest (1834 pg g') and lowest was recorded in Jhum cultivation
system (442 pg g') in case of Sagalee. In Kheel, the values ranged from a
minimum of the 967 pg g in the agroforestry system to a maximum of
1769 pg g’ in forest (Table 1). In all sites subsurface soil layer recorded
low microbial biomass C. However, when the total 0-30 cm soil column is
considered, the highest values were observed in forests (1579 and 1632
ug g’ in Sagalee and Kheel respectively) and least was observed in jhum
cultivation system in Sagalee (586 pug g') and in terrace cultivation system
in Kheel (730pg g). The values obtained in the second year’s sampling
were a little higher than that of the previous year, although the trend remained
the same. Nevertheless, the overall mean suggests that there was no clear
altitudinal trend in MBC although in most of the system the higher values
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were recorded in Kheel (Table 1). Seasonal trend in microbial biomass N
(MBN) was similar to that of MBC. Contribution of MBC to total SOC
was greater (9.22 %) in abandoned jhum land and lower in jhum cultivation
system (2.53 %) in Sagalee. In Kheel, (i.e. in lower elevation zone) the
value however ranged from 11.18 % (in abandoned jhum land) to 5.17 %
(inagroforestry system) . Over all, there was no altitudinal variation as such
as far as the contribution of MBC is concerned. Nevertheless, there was a
significant positive relation between organic C and MBC (r=0.35, df =39,

p<0.05) (Figure 1).
Table 1. Soil microbial biomass C and N (ig g') in different land use
systems at Sagalee and Kheel (annual mean = SE).

Land use Depth (cm) Microbial biomass C Microbial biomass N
2002-03  2003-04 2002-03  2003-04
Sagalee Kheel Sagalee Kheel Sagalee Kheel Sagalee Kheel
Jhum 015 | 41713 1344 109250 147000 68.59 17902 9375 172.00
cultivation system #6758 251399 =11502 12333 £379 3967 #2130 21233

15-30 | 7978 138712 877.50 111000 70.98 10345 7775 123.50
23642 241693 5326 25569 <962 £941 =021 £725
0-30 585.76 136578 935.00 1290.00 69.79 14124 8575 147.75
£5200. +46546 84.14 8951 671 2454 21526 979

Terrace 015 | 120183 108018 124389 122250 9788 13736 10400 17766

15-30 | 105697 37927 107852 69000 578 13636 8075 130.90
22465 27864 #6553 13566 +7.34 15068 £3.65 £3.26
0-30 112040 72973 116121 95625 77.53 13686 9238 154.28
£61.54 £17145 27691 4701 %1212 23776 .64 £5.58

Agroforestry/ 0-15 | 7305 %6720 80750 104059 79.13 30686 10425  327.00
horticultural system* +19978 :18740 4566 8756 £2.08 £7825 1649 3253

15-30 | 68867 S2.78 68500 64500 2883 23791 48.00 2250
5473 5133 2563 6523 627  +5089 215 £15.63
030 | 7358 74499 74625 842795 5398 27239 7613 27475
17126 £11937 5101 27640 418 6457 432 424,08

Abandoned 015 124530 137570 137500 145851 5732 10426  70.55 13375
£25985 26905 29635 15066 =438 +1510 2546 6.36
15-30 81814 163437 88500 144456 56.89 9143 6282 100.50
£109.12 435725 £5498 13623 845 £|154 326 845

jhum land

103172 150504 113000 145153 S7.11 9785 6669 11713
030 [ 118849 231315 27667 14345 2663 1332 436 741

Forest 015 | 183400 176870 207000 1867.50 11365 36355 13375 32450
ecosystem 1917 £37446 210956 23623 907 #8400 478 2856
15-30 | 13BS3 149460 163250 14250 3589 23800 7900 21500

£470 3485 £17633 14223 2557 25089 366 1563
0-30 | 157882 163165 185125 164500 7477 30123 10638 26975
2100 136466 £14205 £18923 732 26745 422 2209

*horticulture in Sagalee and agroferestry in Kheel,
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In Sagalee, the contribution of MBN to total N was 6.59 % in the

horticultural system and 2.53 % in the forest. Likewise, in Kheel the highest

contribution MBN to total N was in abandoned jhum land (8.69 %) and

lowest contribution (5.09 %) was in the agroforestry system. Generally the
microbial contribution increased in the sub soil. However, when the whole
soil profile of 0-30 cm is considered together then the highest value can be
observed in horticultural system (4.50 %) and lowest in the forest (1.97 %))
in Sagalee, but in Kheel the highest value was recorded in the abandoned
jhum land (8.90 %) and least in agroforestry system (4.85 %). Generally,
the contribution of MBN to total soil N was significantly higher in Kheel
compared to Sagalee .

Microbial biomass C/N ratio was highest (21.72) in the abandoned jhum
land and lowest in jhum cultivation system (6.44) in Sagalee (Table 2).
Similarly the highest value was registered in abandoned jhum land (13.19)
and lowest was in agroforestry system (3.15) in case of Kheel. Almost
same trend was observed in the successive year. In general, the microbial
biomass C/N ratio was higher in Sagalee compared to Kheel. The linear
regression revealed a strong positive correlation of MBN with total-N
(r=0.61, df =39, p<0.001) (Figure }). '

Table 2 MBC/MBN and contribution (%) of microbial biomass to soil
organic C and total N.

Contribution of Contribution of

Land use  Depth (em)  MBCMBN "y ¢ sOC MBN to fotal N
Sagalee  Kheel Sagalee  Kheel Sagalee  Kheel
Jhum 0-15 945 801 449 1050 387 6.44

cultivation  15-30 10.81 11.00 5.02 1224 391 6.50
system 0-30  10.10 9.19 473 1125 3.89 6.68

Terrace  0-15 1211 731 6.5 590 3.74 6.06
alfivation  15-30 1548 400 5.83 334 299 7.42

system 0-30 1348 579 5.10 476 3.40 6.62

Agoforestry/  0-15  8.67 3.16 730 591  7.05 5.57
hﬁiwlw&y 15-30 17.87 2.54 587 503 296 585
0-30 1139 290 656 555 500 550

0-15 2049 1191 891 1057 426 8.67
Abandoned 1530 1403 1604 636 1282 4.60 7.68

jumland 676" 1746 1375 7.67 1164 442 857

Forest 0-15 1578 528 887 942 269 8.00
15-30 2573 6.43 8.17 9.85 1.80 7.32

system*

ccosystem 130 1894 574 858 9.64 232 172
*horticulture in Sagalee and agroforestry in Kheel.
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Figure I Relationship between microbial biomass with soil C and N content.
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the steepness of slope where chances of nutrient loss are expectedly higher
and that might be the possible reason as to why the MBN immobilised
larger amount of N in these systems under the truly tropical environment in
Kheel. Seasonal variations of microbial biomass nutrients (C and N) were
paralle] with that of microbial populationand the explanation for this variation
can also be the same as that of population . But in case of jhum and terrace
cultivation system the seasonal trend of MBC was different where the highest
microbial biomass C was observed during winter and it declined in summer,
and rainy seasons. This could be due to the fact that both the systems are
regularly accessed and used for agricultural activities during the summer
and rainy seasons. This coupled with the increased soil erosion and soil
temperature due to the openness of these systems may have resulted in
increased microbial respiration resulting in loss of microbial biomass C and
low availability of organic C during these seasons. Whereas an opposite
trend was observed during autumn and winter when organic-matter build
up takes place and increased the contribution of_ MBC as well (Arunachalam,
1996). Nevertheless, there was significant positive correlation of microbial
biomass nutrient (C and N) pool with soil nutrient pool, which suggests
close linkage between microbial growth and soil n.u?rients. Thus microbia]
biomass acts as quantitative indicators of soil fertility. They are otherwise
the main labile fraction of soil organic matter and therefore act both as sink
and source of available nutrients for plants (Singh ez al., 1998).
The mean C/N ratio (2.73-21.11) in soil mic.:robial biomass of different
land use systems has been observed to be w@er thap the range reported
by Martikainen and Palojarvi (1990) for various spnl types (6—9) and by
Fenn et al. (1993) for chaparral soils (7-13). This is due to high MBC in
soil in general which was higher than the reported range as stated previously.
The higher microbial biomass C/N ratio in the surface soil of abandoned
jhum land can be attributed to the low N in mlcr'oblal b!oma_ss which is
again due to low soil N status in the system. The higher microbial biomass
C/N ratio in lower depths can be due to low N in soil and also less microbial

activities in lower depths of soil.

Conclusion
Overall, the results discussed here revealed that the land use change affected

the soil microbial properties. In general, although the environmental factors
like temperature, humidity, physiological water conditions ezc. are more
important than the type of land use on the seasonal variation of microbial
growth. As a whole, the soil microbial properties are observed to be closely
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related with soil physico-chemical properties. The results indicate that some
agricultural systems e.g. horticulture and abandoned jhum land perhaps
develop a nutrient conservation strategy through microbial immobilization
due to nutrient poor conditions in these land use system
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Abstract

Micro enterprises play important role to develop the Indian Economy. To
develop micro enterprises, the Assam Government evolves their respective
policies and design suitable incentives. The State Government provides
incentives to micro enterprises to overcome their financial problems and
these incentives are important sources of finance for these enterprises. To
get the incentives of State Government, the enterprises must aware about
the incentives. Therefore, the present study has analysed the perceived
level of awareness of micro enterprises about incentives of State Government
for the promotion of micro enterprises in Karimganj district of Assam. The
study found that most of the micro enterprises in Karimgan; district are not
aware about incentives of State Government.

Keywords: Interest subsidy on term loan, subsidy on quality certification /

- technical know-how and subsidy on drawl of power line.

Introduction

The micro enterprises play important role to the development of our country.
The development of rural and urban areas is not only the preview of Central
Govemnment but the State Government is also usually responsible. The State
Government of Assam has launched the industrial policies in this direction
fmd has made the efforts through the prospective incentives to promote
fndustrialisation in the state. The State Government provides various
incentives to micro enterprises in Assam under ‘Industrial policy of Assam,
2008’ and ‘Industrial and Investment policy of Assam, 2014° (Department
of Industries and Commerece, Government of Assam). Incentives under
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“Industrial policy of Assam, 2008’ have been analysed in the present study.
The industrial policy of Assam, 2008 effected from 1-10-2008 and will be
valid for a period of 5 yearsi.e. up to 30-09-2013 (Industrial Policy Report
2008, Government of Assam). The present study has been made by taking -
Karimganj district of Assam as a base. Most of the enterprises of the district
are micro enterprises. Therefore, present study addresses the perceived
level of awareness of micro enterprises about incentives of State
Government in Karimganj district, Assam.

Objectives of the Study

To analyse the perceived level of awareness of micro enterprises about
incentives of State Government in Karimganj district, Assam.

Methodology

The study is basically based on primary data. The sampling technique of
the study is ‘convenience sampling’. Population has been identified
particulal‘ly for micro enterprises on consultation with District Industries
and Commerce Centre (DICC) official and permanent register of DICC of
the Karimganj district. Total number of registered micro enterprises which
is the population of the study is 700. Sample size of the study is 48 which is
calculated through sample size calculator (www.macomcom) with 95
percent confidencelevel and 13.7 percent sampling error.

The primary data has been collected by field survey of the existing
micro enterprises of Karimganj district by personal interview method,
Scope of the Study . . '
The study area is the entire area of Karimganj district of Assam_ The
enterprises which are registered with DICC of Karimganj district as op,
31-3-2012 have been selected for the population size. Only the registered
enterprises whichare functioning have been studied in the present study.
The enterprises which have at least one year of experience have been studied.
Limitations of the Study

In the present study un.registe.red miCro enterprises are not studied. The
registered micro enterprises which are not functioning are not studied. These
are left for further research.

Results

For the purpose of analysing the perceived level of awareness of micro
enterprises about incentives of State Government for the promotion of
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micro enterprises in Karimganj district all the eight incentives of State
Government namely ‘interest subsidy on term loan’, ‘power subsidy’,
‘subsidy on quality certification / technical know-how’, ‘subsidy on drawl
of power line’, ‘exemption from value added tax’, ‘exemption from stamp
duty and registration fee’, ‘special incentives for mega projects and revival
of sick enterprises’ and ‘market linkage assistance scheme’ are considered
in the present study. The following table exhibits the perceived level of
awareness of micro enterprises about incentives of State Government in
Karimganj district.

Table 2: Perceived Level of Awareness of Micro Enterprises about
Incentives of State Government

Incentives » Aware | NotAware

Interest Subsidy on Term Loan 17.00 31.00
’ (28.33) (51.67)

: 11.00 37.00

Powef Subsidy (18.33) (61.67)
Subsidy on Quality Certification / 7.00 41.00

Technical Know-how (11.67) | (68.33)
Subsidy on Drawl of Power Line (171..0697) (gégg )
Exemption from Value Added Tax 14.00 34.00
(23.33) (56.67)
Exemption from Stamp Duty and Registration 8.00 40.00
Fee (13.33) (66.67)
Special Incentives for Mega Projects and | 9.00 39.00
Revival of Sick Enterprises (15.00) (65.00)
: . 9.00 39.00

Mark_et Linkage Assistance Scheme (15.00) (65.00)

Note: Figures denote number of enterprises :
Figures in parentheses denote percentage of total micro enterprises
Source: Field Survey

Table 2 reveals that 28.33% of the micro enterprises are aware of ‘interest
subsidy on term loan’ while 51.67% of the enterprises are not aware of the
incentive.

It further reveals that 18.33% of the total micro enterprises are aware of
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‘power subsidy’ while 61.67% of the enterprises are not aware of the

incentive.

It is found that 11.67% of the total micro enterprises are aware of ‘subsidy

on quality certification/ technical know-how” and 68.33% of the enterprises

are not aware of the incentive.

The table exhibits that 11.67% of the total micro enterprises are aware of
‘subsidy on drawl of power line’ and 68.33% of the enterprises not aware
of the incentive.

It also exhibits that 23.33% of the total micro enterprises are aware of
‘exemption of value added tax’ while 56.67% of the enterprises are not
aware of the incentive.

It has been observed from the above table that 13.33% of the total micro
enterprises in the Valley are aware of ‘exemption of stamp duty and
registration fee’ for setting up of industrial park/estate while 66.67% of the
enterprises are not aware of the incentive.

The above table displays that 15.00% of the total micro enterprises are
aware of ‘special incentives formega projects and revival of sick enterprises’

while 65.00%o0f the enterprises are not aware of the incentive.

It further displays that 15.00% of the total micro enterprises are aware of
‘market linkage assistance scheme’ while 65.00% of the enterprises are
not aware of the incentive.

Suggestions

The State Government should aware the enterprises about their incentives
through various awareness programmes and entrepreneurial development
programumes in Karimganj district,

The micro enterprises in Karimganj district must aware about incentives of
State Government and they have to follow the websites namely
WWW.assam.gov.in,www.msme.gov.in and www.industries.assam.gov.in
The officials of the DICC of Karimganj district should properly co-operate
with the enterprises in sanctioning and releasing the incentives of State
Government.

Conclusion

The study conclude that most of the micro enterprises in Karimganj district
are not aware about incentives of State Government as it is observed from
the field survey that there is lack of proper co-operation from officials of
the District Industries and Commerce Centre of the district regarding
awareness about incentives of State Government and the educational
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qualification of the respondents in the Karimganj district are very poor. The
perceived level of awareness of micro enterprises about incentives of State
Government in Karimganj district varies from 11.67% to0 28.33%. It is
very surprising that 51.67% to 68.33% of the micro enterprises in the district
are not aware about any of the incentives of State Government. Most of
the micro enterprises in Karimganj district are aware of ‘interest subsidy
on term loan’ (28.33%) and least of them are aware of “subsidy on quality
certification / technical know-how’ (26.23%) and ‘subsidy on draw] of
power line’.
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ABSTRACT

The idea of making India a cashless society, with the aim of curbing the
flow of black money.A cashless economy is one in which all the transactions
are done using cards or digital means. It is a situation in which the flow of
cash within an economy is non-existent and all transactions have to be through
electronic channels such as direct debit, credit and debit cards, electronic
clearing, payment systems such as Immediate Payment Service (IMPS),
National Electronic Funds Transfer and Real Time Gross Settlement in

India.To make India cashless, it is a nice concept but for the time being it

can be applied only in urban areas. To implement digital transactions; proper

training programs, high intemet connectivityand with highly secured networks

awareness needs to be created through different modes like social media,

television, seminars etc. The study is basicallybased on primary data andfor

data collection;non-probability convenience judgmental sampling has been

applied. In the sample, 110 respondentsresiding both in urban and rural area

of Badarpur, Assam have been considered. The articlehighlights some of the

opportunities and challenges of cashless economyandawareness level of

cashlgss economy in the area of Badarpur, Assam and final ly few suggestions

are given.

Keywords : Cashless, IMPS, E-Commerce Firms
INTRODUCTION

A cashles§ economy is one in which all the transactions are done using
cards or dl_gltal means.It can be defined as a situation in which the flow of
cash within an economy is non-existent and all transactions have to be
through.electronic channels such as direct debit, credit and debit cards,
electronic clearing, payment systems such as Immediate Payment Service

(IMPS), National Electronic Funds Transfer and Real Time Gross
Settlement in India.
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CHANGING CONSUMER BEHAVIOUR IN INDIA
Convenience and greater confidence in the security of digital transactions
dominate the reasons why the payments landscape is so drastically changing,
both globally and in India. Online payments through debit and credit cards,
followed by the emergence of digital wallets, have become the most preferred
transaction channels in the last few years, due to their ease of use, the
availability of smartphones and affordable access to internet, and enhanced
security and encryption methods.

In India, the following the sectors and payment service providers
have enabled the push towards greater cashless transactions:

*. Online Ticketing Firms — This sector was the first to introduce a
significant population to digital payment strategies by pushing Indian
consumers to get familiar with transacting online for routine services. This
includes transportation such as booking tickets for railways (IRCTC), airlines
(Makemytrip, Yatra, Cleartrip), and buses (redBus and Abhibus), movie
and event ticketing (Bookmyshow), and more recently utility bills payment
portals (Bill Desk, Paytm, Citizen Portal, Suvidha, Oxigen Wallet etc.).

* E-commerce Firms — The advent of online shopping transformed the
character and volume of digital payment transactions in India. Shopping
websites like Flipkart, Snapdeal, Amazon, Myntra, Jabong, Shopclues,
and others, offered highly discounted merchandise, alongside incentives
attached with digital payment such as cash back bargains.

* Digital Wallets — With the increasing penetration of smartphones and
their affordable access, mobile wallet companies began entering the e-
commerce segment. Their selling point was the convenient storage of money
in digital wallets that made online transactions easier and faster. Leading
mobile wallet companies include Paytm (One97 Communications Ltd),
Mobikwik (One Mobikwik Systems Pvt. Ltd), Oxigen Services (India)

Pvt. Ltd, Citrus Payment Solutions Pvt. Ltd, Freecharge, and PayUMoney

(Naspers Group).

Today these companies have turned their focus into expanding in the offline
world, encouraging and incentivizing their customners to transact using their
Service at select retail outlets, local grocery stores, restaurants, petrol filling
stations and app-based transport aggregators like Ola and Uber.

BENEFITS OF CASHLESS ECONOMY

¢ Reduced instances of tax avoidance because it is financial institutions
based €conomy where transaction trails are left.
¢ It will curb generation of black money.

+ By digital system fast transactions are possible. Long queue system will
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be decrease.

+ Will reduce real estate prices because of curbs on black money as most
of black money is invested in real estate prices which inflates the prices of
real estate markets

« It will pave way for universal availability of banking servicesto all as no
physical infrastructure is needed other than digital.

¢ There will be greater efficiency in welfare programmers as money is
wired directly into the accounts of recipients. Thus once money is transferred
directly into a beneficiary’s bank account, the entire process becomes
transparent. '

+ There will be efficiency gains as transaction costs across the economy
should also come down.

¢ Hygiene — Soiled, tobacco stained notes full of germs are a norm in
India. There are many such incidents in our life where we knowingly or
unknowingly give and take germs in the form of rupee notes. This could be
avoided if we move towards cashless economy.

¢ In a cashless economy there will be no problem of soiled notes or
counterfeit currency.

# Reduced costs of operating ATMs.

¢ Speed and satisfaction of operations for customers, no delays and queues,
no interactions with bank staff required.

CHALLENGES IN MAKING INDIA A CASHLESS ECONOMY
¢ Availability of internet connection and financial literacy.

¢ Though bank accounts have been opened through Jan DhanYojana,
most of them are lying unoperational. Unless people start operating bank
accounts cashless economy is not possible. ‘

# Thereis also vested interest in not moving towards cashless economy.
4 India is dominated by small retailers. They don’t have enough resources
to invest in electronic payment infrastructure.

+ Indian banks are making it difficult for digital wallets issued by private
sector companies to be used on the respective bank websites. It could be
restrictions on using bank accounts to refill digjtal wallets or a lack of access

to payment gateways. Regulators will have to take a tough stand against
such rent-seeking behavior by the banks.

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
The present study is based on the following objective:

¢ To examine the awareness level of people about cashless economy in
the area of Badarpur, Assam.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The article on “Cashless Economy in the area of Badarpur, Assam™ has

been conducted by using primary data and secondary data. Primary data

has been collected through well-devised schedule. Besides, secondary
information has also been collected from various sources, viz., journals,
websites, magazines; newspaper etc.In this research paper, four parameters
such as cashless transactions in general, online ticketing firms, e-commerce
firms and mobile wallets are considered.In the sample, 110 respondents
residing both in urban and rural area of Badarpur, Assam have been
considered and non-probability convenience judgmental sampling has been
applied.The data collected has been tabulated, analyzed and interpreted
for drawing conclusions. After the analysis of the data, few suggestions are
made at the end. :

RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

This section deals with analysis of data by using only percentage.

The result and analysis of the study is being discussed in the following sub-
headings: '

Demographic Characteristics

The total numbers of responses are 110 and out of theses 72%
male and 28% female which further indicates that 9% postgraduate, 56%
graduate and rest of the responses having literacy upto HSLC, which also
further indicates that very less people are PG holder. The major portion of
the people in the sample study residing in urban area is covered such as
78% are from urban area and 22% are from rural area. By profession,
35% of the respondents from business and 45% are salaried person,
whereas, 23% are from other profession such as daily wage earners etc.
The data reflects that salaried persons are more aware about cashless
transactions, among them most are graduate and postgraduate. It is derived
from the monthly income variable that 11% of the respondents are eamning
income below Rs. 8,000, 22% fall in the income group Rs. (8,000-15,000)
and Rs. 15,000 and above is67%. The overall scenario depicts that
maximum of the respondents get income by engaging themselves with job
and business.
Table 1 : Demographic Characteristics

Literacy | Total |Profession | Total | Income | Total | Gender | Total |Location| Total

Literacy | Total |Profession | Total | Income | Total | Gender | Total {Location | Total
25 115,000 &
PG 09 (09) Other @3) | Above 74 (67)
110 110 110 110 110
Toal | (100) | . (100) (100) (100) (100)

l-l{JSpll.oC ég) Businessman (gg) Lesszal:)an 12(11) | Male |79(72) | Rural {24 (22)

Graduation| 62 Job 50 | 8000194 (22)| Female |31(28)| Urban | 86(78)

(56) (45) | 15,000
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Note : Figures in parentheses denotes percentage
Source : Data Compiled from Schedule

Cashless Transaction in General

A cashless economy will allow less tension of tackling a wallet full of

notes along with us, which is not at all safe in a world full of anti-socials. We
can rather use our mobile as a one-stop solution for all kinds of transactions

such as bill payments, fees payments, funds transfer, recharge etc.
Table 2: Cashless Transaction in General

SL. No. Yes No. Total
ATM 80 (73) 30(27) 110 (100)
Moabile Banking 24 (22) 86 (78) 110 (100)
Online Banking 32(29) 78 (71) 110 (100)
Credit Card Facilities 09 (08) 101 (92) . 110 (100)
Fund Transfer 33 (30) 67 (70) 110 (100)
Note: Figures in parentheses denotes percentage

Source: Data Compiled from Schedule

It has been observed that 73% of the respondents use ATM and
rest of the respondents do not use ATM and a very few percentage of
people use mobile banking. They believe that cashless transactions provide
speed and satisfaction of operations, no delays and queues, no interactions
with bankstaff required.

Regarding online banking, 29% adopt online banking as they feel
that it is more comfortable and safe for all kinds of transactions such as bill
payments, fees payments, funds transfer, recharge, etc.

When credit card facilities and fund transfer are considered, it has
been found that 92% and 70% do not aware regarding credit card and
fund transfer facilities and rest of the people are aware about this. Most of
the businessmen adopt fund transfer facilities as compared to other.

Online Ticketing Firms
Table 3 depicts awareness level of respondents regarding online and offline
ticket in the sample study:
Table3 : Online Ticketing Firms

Railway | Total | Airlines | Total | Buses Total | Movie Ticketing | Total
40 . 20 41
IRCTC (36) Makemytrip (18) Redbus 00 Bookmyshow G7)
. 70 10 . . 69
Offline (64) Yatra.com (09) Abhibus 00 Offline (63)
EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 &
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6
Railway | Total| Airlines | Total Buses | Total | Movie Ticketing | Total
Toml | 110 ) 20 | om 110 110
otal |0y | O | (3) Offline | (100) Total (100)
— 1 70 . 110 110
Offline (64) Total (100) Total (100)

Note : Figures in parentheses denotes percentage
Source : Data Compiled from Schedule

It has been observed that 1 8% of the respondents do airline tickets
by using makemytrip, 9% of the respondents by using yatra.com and finally
73% of the passengers adopt offline facilities, among them most of the -
passengers from rural area and even they arenot aware about these facilities.
Table 3 shows that 64% of the respondents reply that they do not take the
help of online facilities for doing railway ticket/tickets and accordingly reacts

that they simply go to

rail station for doing their ticket/tickets and rest of the

people do ticket with the help of online by using IRCTC online app.
While online tickets of buses are wn§1de1:ed in that time it has been
found that 100% of the passengers adopt offline ticket rather online and no

passengers go for online tickets by

using Redbus/Abhibus.

Regarding movie ticketing, 37% of the respondents watch movie
by doing online tickets and 6396 of the respondents do tickets in the counter

itself.

E-Commerce Firms

Table 4 reveals awareness 1
shopping with help of following firm:

evel of re;pondents about online and offline

Table 4: E—Commerce'Firms

Online Shopping Total
Flipkart 18(16)
Snapdeal 14 (13)
Amazon 24 (22)
Jabong 12(11)
Myn 08(07)
Offtine : 34(31)
Total - 110 (100)

Note: Figures in parenthes

EDUSEARCH 1SSN 2395-7298

es denotes percentage
Source: Data Compiled from Schedule

It has been remarked that 22% of the respondents do online
shopping with help of Amazon, 16% bY using Flipkart and 13% by using
Snapdeal. Most of the respondents take less interest while they go for

90

online shopping in Myntra and Jabong. Moreover, 3 1% of the respondents
adopt offline shopping, they feel that itis more comfortable than online as
physical verification of the goods and services are possible. When
comparison is made among online shopping it hasbeen found that people
do more online shopping with the help of Amazon.

Digital Wallets
Table 5 exhibits awareness jevel of respondents about digital

wallets with help of following table:
Table 5: Digital Wallets

Mobile Wallet y Total
Paytm 29 (26)
Mobikwik 09 (08)
Oxigen 05 (04)
PayUMoney ' 00

Offline - 52(48)
Total 110 (100)

Note: Figures in parentheses denotes percentage
Source: Data Compiled from Schedule

Regarding mobile wallet it has been observed that 52% of the
help of offline as most of the respondents are

respondents recharge with 35 ]
afraid of doing such transactions especially 1t1S found among rural people.

Further, it has also been observed that 26% of the respondents recharge with

the help of Paytm wallet which are followed by 8%in Mobikwik and 4% in

Oxigen mobile wallet. Most
has made online transactions casier and fasteras

SUGGESTIONS

«« Open Bank accounts and ensures they ar€ opemﬁonatlized, .
o« Abolishment of government fees oncredit card transactions and reduction

of interchange fee on card transactions. ]
«« Tax rebates for consumers and for merchants who adopt electronic
payments.
cture completely safe and secure sO

«« Making electronic payment 1 comp
that incidents of cyber-crimes could be minimized and people develop

 faith in electronic payment system.
«s Create a culture of saving and faith
poor.

of theaware people feel that cashless economy
compared to offline.

in financial system among the rural
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CONCLUSION

Of course, achieving a cashless society isnotan end in itself. Rather,
itisa means to help advance financial inclusion, security and prosperity.l
think it is a fabulous concept to make India cashless but for the time being
it can be applied only in urban area. However, for its proper implementation
training programs, high internet connectivity in all parts of the urban and
rural area and with highly secured networks is required. Moreover, to
implement digital transactions, awareness needs to be created through
different modes like social media, television, seminars etc. Secondly, a help
center is to be made to deal with cyber crime and immediate actions to be
taken against cybercrime. ‘
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Nalbari Rdsa Mahotsava represents a large religious as well as
cultural event in Assam. It has completed its glorious 83 yearsin 2016. The
Golden Jubilee and the Diamond Jubilee of Nalbari R4sa Mahotsava were
celebrated with glitter and glitz in 1983 and in 2008 respectively. In the
year 1931, an informal meeting took place in the house of Amar Kundu,
then Engineer of .W.D., Govt. of Assam to discuss about organising the
Résapuja at Nalbari. Some of the members of that meeting were Naren
Basu, Dandiram Mahajan, Anu Mahari, Kantiram Deka etc. That decision
was materialised in the year 1933 while those ardent devotees organised
the Risapuja at PuraGiHamkhol4 i.e. the old market premises of Nalbari.
That was the fine beginning. The Résapujd was celebrated there in
PuraGiHamkhola with traditional pomp till 1945. Then the place was
transferred to the present place called Hari Mandir now. In
PuraGiHamkhol4, the Résapuja was organised for 3 days only. But, after
sifting from that place to the new place, the Rasapuj4 has been changed to
get its epithet as Risa Mahotsava with 11 days’ celebration.

The words like Risapuja, Résalila, Rasakrida, Rasijatri etc. were
categorically used for denoting almost same sense. The word Risais derived
fromthe word rasa. Again the word rasa is explained to generate different
meaning in different context. But all those explanations bear the meaning
anande}. The word r.ésa is also stands for 4nandai.e. the divine joy. The
word résa generally indicates a dance where many women take part taking
with one man.' Again, a similar word hallitiais used in the HarivamuapuriGa.
Itisalso a group dance of many women cf. hallisaA bahubhi% stribhi%
saha n[tyaAZ. Some scholars have found space to compare the R4sa with
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‘May Pole Dance’ of Europe. Anyway, the male of Rasa dance is Lord
_ K[sEaand the females are the Gopi-s, the wives of the cowherds of Gokula.
In one full moon night of Autumn i.e. Uaratkala, Lord K[sEa created an
attractive sound in His flute at the bank of the river Yamuné. The wives of
the cowherds of Gokula run to the river bank leaving their husbands, sons,
daughters and other family members. Lord K [sEa wished to meet those
Gopi-s at that full moon night. In the BhigavatapuriGa, it is described in
detail in its five chapters i.e. adhyaya-s from 29 to 33 of the 10th skandha.

The 29th chapter exhibits the beginning of the Résalila,
bhagava

napi ta

ra

tri

% u

aradotphullamallikd

|

the 30th chapter represents the love conditions of those Gopi-s in absence
of Lord K[sEa, the 31st chapter divulges the love song of Gopi-s, the
32nd chapter states how Lord K[sEa consoles Gopi -s and the 33rd is
called mahérasa. These five chapters of the 10th skandha are named
Résapaiicadhyayi. ' .

Nalbari is about 60 km from Guwahati, the capital city of Assam.
The Résa festival is now organised in the place called Hari Mandir at 7
bighas and 9 lechas of land. The plot was handed over to the Hari Mandir
Committee by Late Krishna Roy Medhi, the then Sub Deputy Collector of
Nalbari. Late Dambaruram Das (mahéjana) spent more than 75 thousand
for the Pajdmandapa. Late Narayan Chandramahéjana donated a sizeable
amount for construction of the boundary wall. Again, the Hari Mandir
Committee has purchased 26 bighas 17.5 lechas of land for other activities
of the Rasa Mahotsava. The construction of Hari Mandir got started in the
year 1939. Late Priyanath Kavirdja donated 4 Nos of posts of Saal wood
for that construction. In the 2001, the Hari Mandir Committee has installed
a life size marble statue of Lord VicGu in the main temple.

The Résa Mahotsava starts with a beautiful procession from
Inspection Bunglow of Nalbari to the Hari Mandir. Different cultural activities
are shown there. The sounds of
hola, khola, ceankha, varkaha etc. are reverberated through the Nalbari
town. Then the inauguration ceremony of the Risa Mahotsava takes place.

" EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 94

It appears that the inauguration ceremony of the Résa Mal?otsava o.fN.alb?lri
has got a new light since 1970. The inaugural speeches of different dignitaries
on that evening appear to a valuable contribution to the field of spiritual
wisdom. Then the Risapiiji is performed by the priest in accordance with
the vedic rituals. The stalls of different idols are opened and the entire
Rasamela get started. The clay models depict Rasalila of Lord K[cGa and
Gopi-s first and then followed by several pairs of Radhd-K[cGa. Other
stalls display Dauavatéra, Pirndvatdra, birth of Lord K[cGa, Marriage of
Daivaki, Dadhimathana, Fight of Graha and Gajendra etc. depicting the
stories of different PurdGa-s, of the RAmayaGa and of the Mahaibhérata.
However, there are some other clay models to create general awareness
among the mass like prevention and precaution of HIV/AIDS, Tobacco
smoking, Earthquake, TB, Polio, DOTS, Dengu fever etc. Images of
luminaries like Urimantatankardeva, Maidhavadeva, Vuddhadeva,
MahatmaGandhi, VicGuprasddRabh4, Jyotiprasid, BhiipenHazarik4 etc.
are also made there. Modemnised technology with the use of electric
appliances in some of those idols gives a fascinating look to the stalls of
clay model.

The Minabazar is adjusted to the Nalbari R4sa Mahotsava. Various
shops are opened. Exhibitions of Self Help Group, NGO-s etc. are found.
Electric exhibition, different playing items with colourful lights for children
and adults are there as attractive fun. Bike and Car racing in horizontal iron
box is one of the dangerous play among them. The Circus and Musician’s
Show are also interesting. Cycle stand, Motor Cycle Parking, Car Yard
etc. are built up temporarily for those days. One of the principal attraction
of the Nalbari Rasa Mahotsava is the Get-together of Mobile Theaters of
Assam. About 10 Moving Theaters are invited to perform their Shows.
Some of those groups perform 2nd and 3rd Shows at one night due to the
high public demand. It appears that the Nalbari Rasa Mahotsava represents
a festival of Mobile Theatre in Assam. The rush of the people is another
attraction of the Nalbari Risa Mahotsava. Lacs of people come to visit this
historical festival of Nalbari. Men, Women and children are found blocking
the Pja campus with colourful dresses. While all the moving theatres end
with their 1st Show, the outgoing people as well as incoming people of the
2nd Show meet together. The crowd jostled for space to stand by creates
maximum rush. |

Now it has become a great opportunity for cultural exchange among
the different people in Nalbari Risa Mahotsava. Hence, new items will
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automatically come to the purview of the festival. Now a days, it is seen
that cultural function has to be organised even in Lakemipiij, Sarasvatipija
etc. of Assam. The Nalbari Rdsa Mahotsava is also not an alternation to
these view. The Hari Mandir Committee tries to keep pace with the changing
situations and demands. Still, the actual sense of Résalil4 is not diverted.
Almost all the evenings of those days, there are popular talk and
Dharmasabha where the philosophy of Résalil4 is explained to the common
people. The Yétrapatri, Dhuliya, Pathaka, Nama-Prasanga,
Bhégavatapatha, ojapali etc. are organised in different segments. All those
programs are devoted to Lord K[cGa. In the Nalbari Rasa Mahotsava,
eleven pairs of Radha-K[cGa-s joint idols are shown and worshiped. The
concept of union of Gopi and K[cGa is reflected by those clay models.
The river Yamuni is artificially made in the first stall along with the V[ndavana
garden. The artistic effort along with the fascinating light to create a full
moon night as described in the BhigavatapuraGa is truly reflected in the
Nalbari Rdsa Mahotsava. The erotic dance of Lord K [cGa with His fellow
mates Gopi-s as made by the electric technology there in several stalls, as
if, the artists have tried to give a new life to the clay models of those stalls at
Nalbari taking the true visual images of Rasalil4 from the BhigavatapurdGa.
All these activities promote the Rasalila or RAsapiija to the Rasa Mahotsava,
i.¢. the festival becomes great festival. The Folk culture aims at highlighting
the traditional custom and belief of common people from time immemorial.
The Rasa Mahotsava of Nalbari is one of such traditional as well as religious
deed. Among the various folk culture of Assam, it is a big festival to be

- reckoned. Again, the organisers have to add some new items to the old

form of Résapf}ja at PunaGiHamkhola to meet up the changing taste of the
people.

(Endnotes) X
'ef. SMRITIGRANTHA (Souvenir), 80th Nalbari Ras Mahotsav, year -
2013, p-25

2 ibid. vikae ya rantu A manaii kre yogamd ymupd sritya || - U ri
madbha gavatapurd Ga 10.29.1
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Abstract
The present paper is an attempt to analyse the status of women vis-a-vis
men in workforce participation in North Eastern states of India using
secondary data obtained from various sources. The study reveals that
the work force participation rate of both male and female is low and
there is a wide gap in the rates between male and female in the study
area. Although some of the North Eastern states showing better rates of
work force participation both for male and female compared to the
country as a whole, but it is yet much low compared to many countries
of the world. Low workforce participation rate and gender disparity in
it is a cause for concern. There are several causes of low female
workforce participation both from demand and supply-side and its
disparity in terms of gender. The paper suggests measures to raise the
workforce participation rate of female for socio-economic emancipation
of women in the region.
Key words : Gender Disparity, Work Force Participation Rate.
Introduction :
Women play a crucial role in the development process ofa country. Any
discussion on development remains incomplete without the inclusion of
gender dimension into it. Since women constitute about half of human
resource, we can’t think of the overall development of the society neglecting
this half of population and hence development of women has been attaining
the priority in policies and programmes of the countries. It is very unfortunate
t0 say that in this 21* century the socio economic condition of women
especially in the third world countries is yet quite disappointing. In work,
employment, eamnings, education, health status and decision making, there
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isaclear difference between male and female entitlements. The advantages
of having women as a part of the workforce are manifold. At the micro
level, working women become financially independent and will have greater
control over their own lives. This encourages women to stand against
physical and emotional abuse, enabling them to handle social issues and
pressures on their own. It will enhance quality of their lives. At the macro
level, greater participation of women in the workforce is good for the overall
economy. Female workforce participation and access to decent work are
important and necessary elements of an inclusive and sustainable
development process. Keeping in view the importance of socio-economic
emancipation of women, the present paper is an attempt to study the gender
disparity in workforce participation and its trend in North-Eastern states of
India. The study is based on secondary data.

Review of Literature :

Employment of women is a critical factor in their progression towards
economic independence and is also considered as an indicator of their
overall status in society (Mammen and Paxson, 2008). Women’s
participation in employment can help in reduce gender inequality, thereby
empowering women and contributing to their capacity to exert choice and
decision-making power and agency in key domains of their lives (Desai
and Jain, 1994; Kabeer, 2012). Female faces so many problems and barriers
to participate in works. Andrew Morrison (2007) opined that the potential
barriers to female labeur force participation are education levels, time burden
of domesticresponsibilities, wage gaps (dynamic disincentive), discrimination
in other markets (land, credit) and culture. Beth Anne Shelton (1980) found
that paid work and household responsibilities not only impact on each other
but also creates conflict. Time spent in one sphere means less time spentin
the other and hence some of the demands of paid labour or household
labour must go unaddressed. Thangamani and Uma Rani (2005) pointed
out that women are facing so many problems in agriculture like mechanisation
hasaffected women by reducing the demand for employment in peak season.
Poor access to financial services, lack of mobility and time, lack of education
and lack of incentives, low status and rigid traditional and social norms and
heavy work load is carried by women in agriculture. Hence, they are facing
0 many problems when compared to men. Jaiswal and Singh (1985)ina
study observed;.gtggt the economic conditions of women labour were very
pitiable. Theif $ocid%gconomic status in the rural community is the lowest,
The hours of work were not fixed. Even during matemnity period, women
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labours were compelled to work. The wage rates paid were also low as
compared to the male workers for the same job. Patel (1979) found in
study that technological progress has the dual effect of widening women’s
employment opportunities and at the same time pushing them into less skilled
and less mechanised occupations. Desai (1984) conducted a study on
“Economic Opportunities in Women”. Managing the dual roles of
homemaker and work, posed serious problems to women in regions other
than large cities, where they got no help of supportive services such as day
care, community creche, foster day care etc. Their difficulties got further
accentuated when they had to commute from long distances. Under these
circumstances the traditional pattern of mutual help by in-laws, friends and
neighbours were found extremely helpful whenever possible. However, it
was not always available. Singh K.P. (1972) says that among women who
were working out of utter economic necessity, majority were dissatisfied
with the time they spend with their children and the time they allocate to
their home. Sinha (2005) in a study observed that the absence of
opportunities for non-agricultural employment, institutional biases could be
the possible causes for low rural female work participation rate in the study
area.

Findings of different studies mentioned above clearly reflecting the
causes of low female workforce participation and gender disparity initin
different study areas. Present paper is a modest attempt to study the status
of workforce participation in the North Eastern states considering its immense
importance for both personal and overall development of the nation.
Analysis of Data :

The female/male workforce participation means the rate of percentage of
female/male engaged in the total working population of a state or country.
The participation of women in the labour market varies greatly across
countries, reflecting differences in economic development, education level,
fertility rates, access to childcare, other supportive services and social norms
and hence, participation rates vary considerably across the world with some
of the lowest rates witnessed in South Asia (Choudhary and Verick, 2014).

India ranked low at 108" position out of 144 countries as per Global
Gender Gap Index 2017 released as part of World Economic Forum’s
(WEF) Global Gender Gap report 2017. India ranks abysmally low in
terms of economic participation of women. The World Economic Forum
ranked India at 139 out of 144 countries in 2017 in economic participation
of women and in case of women health and survival, India ranked at 141
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outof 144 countries in 2017. India has amongst the lowest women’s labour
force participation rates (LFPR) in the world. Not only women’s
participation rate is low, but has been showing a declining trend. Women’s
LFPR dropped from 31.2 percent in 2011-12 t0 27.4 percent in 2015-16
(ILO, 2017). The World Bank in its India Development Report (May,
2017) said the country had one of the lowest female participation in the
workforce, ranking 120* among 131 countries for which data was available.
While China have 64% of its women working, which is one among the
highest rates in the world. In the US, the rate is over 56% and the same is
27% in India. Even countries like Nepal and Bangladesh are doing much
better than India (World Bank’s India Development Report, May, 2017).

The North Eastern Region (NER) of India comprised of eight sister
states namely Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. India has fifteen agro-climatic zones and
North Eastern Region (NER) is fall under the Eastern Himalayan zone
(Agarwal, 1996). It is geographically isolated region, densely administered,
sparsely populated and least developed region as compared to other regions
of India. North East occupies an area 0of 255180 sq km and comprising of
about 8.06 per cent of India’s total land area.

Table-1I
Sex Ratio Since 1991 to 2011
(Female Sex Ratio per 1000 Male)
Place 1991 2001 2011
Assam 923 935 954
Arunachal 859 901 920
Manipur 968 978 987
Meghalaya 955 975 986
Mizoram 21 938 975
Nagaland 886 909 931
Sikkim 878 875 889
Tripura M5 950 961
India 929 934 940

Table-1I
Literacy Since 2001 to 2011
(In Percent)

Place 2001 2011

Male Female Gap Male Female Gap
Assam 713 54.6 167 778 663 115
Arunachal 63.8 435 203 726 577 149
Manipur 803 60.5 198 836 703 133
Meghalaya | 654 59.6 58 760 729 31
Mizoram 9.7 86.8 39 933 893 40
Nagaland 712 61.5 9.7 8238 76.1 6.7
Sikkim 760 604 156 86.6 756 110
Tripura 81.0 64.9 16.1 91.5 827 88
India 752 536 216 80.8 646 162

Source: Office of the Registrar General, India.
India and entire North Eastern region is showing positive trend in sex

composition. This is a good sign indicating positive feelings of the people
towards girl child.
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Source : Office of the Registrar General, India
Note : Literacy rates pertain to the population aged 7 years and above.

Literacy is akey to the overall development of a person and for development
of anation. The state Mizoram has been in the leading position in case of
both male and female literacy in the entire region. All North Eastern states
are showing a declining trend of gender gap in rate of literacy. The gap is
low in Meghalaya which is followed by Mizoram and Nagaland. Female
literacy rate in all states are lower than male literacy rate showing backward
position of female compared to male in the region. In case of female literacy,
the region is in a beter position than the country as a whole except Arunachal
Pradesh as per census 2011.
Table - II1
Workforce Participation Rate Since 1991 to 2011

(Percentage to total male and total female population)

Place 1991 2001 2011

Male | Female{ Total Male Female | Total Male Female | Total

Assam 4945 | 2161 | 36.09 14993 |20.80 | 35.88 53.59 22.46 | 38.36
Arunachal | 53.76 | 37.49 | 46.24 [50.69 | 36.45 | 43.97 49.06 35.44 | 42.47
Manipur | 45.27 | 3896 | 42.18 (4891 |40.5) | 44.79 51.58 38.56 | 45.09
Meghalaya| 50.07 | 34.93 | 42.67 [47.76 | 35.02 | 41.47 47.17 32.67 | 39.96
Mizoram | 53.87 | 43.52 | 4891 |57.47 |47.63 | 52.70 52.35 36.16 | 44.36
Nagaland | 46.86 | 37.96 | 42.68 [46.82 | 38.25 | 42.74 53.42 44.74 | 49.24
Sikkim 51.26 | 30.41 | 41.51 |57.58 |38.59 | 48.72 60.16 39.57 | 50.47
Tripura 47.55 | 13.76 | 31.14 |50.81 | 21.02 | 36.29 55.77 23.57 | 40.00
India LS 1.55 | 22.25 3746 |51.93 |25.68 | 39.26 53.26 25.51 | 39.79
Source: Office of the Registrar General, India.
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Except Assam and Tripura the female workforce participation rates is better
in other North-Eastern states and are higher than all India average in the
mentioned periods. As per census 2011, the rate is highest in Nagaland
(44.7%) which is followed by Sikkim (39.6%), Manipur (38.6%) and
Mizoram (36.2%). Positive trend in female workforce participation rate is
found in mainly three states namely Nagaland, Sikkim and in Tripura during
the considered period in the study. The rate is almost stagnant or falling in
other states.

The work participation rate of female is low not only in the region
but also in the country as a whole. This is clearly reflecting the backwardness
of female in workforce participation. Although there is slight improvement
of the trend of female workforce participation rate in mentioned period but
in recent years the rate is falling in the country as a whole which is a serious
cause of concern. As per 2011 census, among the North Eastern states,
female work force participation rate is lowest in Assam which is followed
by Tripura and the rates are lower than all India average. In a country
where more than 74 percent female are non-workers how can we expect
the emancipation of women. Even females who are working, almost half
are marginal workers reflecting their weak status as workers.

Regarding gender gap in workforce participation, as per census
2011, the state Nagaland is in a better position having lowest gap in male-
female workforce participation which is followed by Manipur, Arunachal,
Meghalaya and Mizoram. The wide gap is found in Tripura which is followed
by Assam and Sikkim. A big gender gap in workforce participation is also
visible in the country as a whole. In brief, except the state Nagaland, all
other North Eastern States and the country as a whole showing a big gender
disparity in workforce participation.

Table -1V
" Gender Gap in Workforce Participation
as per Census 2011 (In Percent)

Place Male Female Gap

Assam 53.59 22.46 31.13
Arunachal 49.06 35.44 13.62
Manipur 51.58 38.56 13.02
Meghalaya 47.17 32.67 14.50
Mizoram 52.35 36.16 16.19
Nagaland 53.42 44.74 8.68

Sikkim 60.16 39.57 20.59
Tripura 55.77 23.57 32.20
India 53.26 25.51 27.75

Source: Office of the Registrar General, India.
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Chart-1I
Gender Disparity in Workforce Participation Rate In North
Eastern States as per Census-2011
(In Percent)
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Conclusion & Suggestions :
Getting women to work can significantly increase our GDP and will have
multiplier effects all over the system. It has been clear from the study that
there is gender disparity in workforce participation rate in the study area.
Regarding gender gap, as per census 2011, the state Nagaland is in a better
position having lowest gap in male-female workforce participation which is
followed by Manipur, Arunachal, Meghalaya and Mizoram. The wide gap is
found in Tripura which is followed by Assam and Sikkim. Positive trend in
female workforce participation rate is found in mainly three states namely
Nagaland, Sikkim and in Tripura during the considered period in the study.
The rate is almost stagnant or falling in other states. The state Nagaland is in
top in case of female workforce participation rate and its trend and in case
of low gender gap among all states of North East.

Low workforce participation in general and low female workforce paIﬁCfPamf“
in particular in the country is a cause for concern. Overall unemployment in
the country is supporting the fact that the country is getting unable to address
the unemployment problem properly. There may be several causes of low
female workforce participation both from demand and supply-side. In the
demand side there is lack of employment opportunities and access to facilities
and resources to start economic activity and in the supply side there is
inefficiency like lack of technical and vocational education, skill and also
several social issues involved to start economic activity for female. Female
faces so many problems and barriers to participate in works. Low level of
education, time burden of domestic responsibilities, wage gaps, poor access
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to financial services, lack of mobility, low status and rigid traditional and
social norms etc are responsible for their weak position in workforce
participation,

To raise the work force participation rate in the region spread of
education especially vocational education is the need of the hour. It is
necessary to create a good and decent work environment to encourage
females to participate in economic activity. Awareness programmes on women
rights and their participation in social organizations can play a crucial role,
Along with farming, spread of rural non-farm activity can play a crucial role,
North Eastern states have plenty of resources and huge potential. Government
need to give special attention to the North Eastern states considering its
backwardness in terms of access to resources, facilities and infrastructure.
The participation of women in economic activity varies largely across countries
and regions reflecting differences in socio-economic conditions. Therefore,
intensive study is necessary to explore the main causes of this low workforce
participation in general and gender disparity in particular in the study area
from demand and supply side and its solution for socio-economic emancipation

of women.
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ABSTRACT

The first Arab and the third Asian writer to be awarded the Nobel
Prize for literature Najib Mahfouz occupies an eminent place in the
development of Arabic novels as Mahmud Taimur in the case of short story
and Taufiq al-Hakim in drama. He is sometimes described as the Dickens
or Balzac of Egypt because social realism dominates his choice of subject
and style. In novel writings, he is especially inspired by ‘Walter Scott’and
‘Salama Moosa’. With Mahfouz, the Arabic novel has achieved genuine
maturity. His novels don’t only have the depiction of Egyptian society but
also reflect the global dimension of the human life across the planet. There
are aspects in his diverse personality which demands scholarly debate and
close scrutiny and the need an objective assessment. In this brief article
efforts will be made to highlight his versatile persona in an objective manner
and lucid style. .
Key words : Najib Mahfouz, Mahmud Taimur, Taufiq al-Hakim, Dickens,
Balzac, Salama Moosa.

INTRODUCTION
The Arab world, in the 15t half of 20th centuryc;lwi:;;hough a
riod of change which involved much in security, 2 hist(}ri change replete
ﬁth oontradic%ions, dissension and struggle. All these things made t}le novel,
as amode of expression, more capable than any 9ther genre of hterattgre.
The novel, a fictitious narrative in prose, of considerable length Shf)wmg
characters in action, with more or less close adherence to the principal of
realism, developed in Europe in the 18t century and was not known o the
Arabs in their classical literature.

Among the major figures in the development of modem Arabic
fiction, none has received higher International acclaim than Naj ib Mahfouz,
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- whoin 1988 became the first Arab writer to win the Nobel Prize for literature.
Awave of jubilation spread among the Arabs, who were proud that one of
their own had been recognised for his literary achievement. Like other Arab
writers, including Taha Hussein and Taufiq al-Hakim, whose works had
been translated into a several European languages, Mahfouz was known in
the west but only to a limited reading public. The Nobel Prize however
brought him instant fame and worldwide recognition as arespected novelist.

Mahfouz is widely regarded as the founding father of modermn Arabic
novel. He is one of the foremost figures of this art; he has played a marvelous
role in the Arabic novel and its progress. In fact, with Mahfouz, Arabic
novel has achieved maturity. He is called Charles Dickens or Balzac of
Egypt because social realism dominates his choice of subject and style. He
isnot only Hugo and a Dickens, but also a Galsworthy, a Mann, a Zola and
a Jules Romains. He is an Egyptian lover of the River Nile and one with
endless quests. The literature which was morally suspect in its very genesis
in the Arabic literary circles was destined to be at the Paragon of international
recognition when Mahfouz got the Nobel Prize. His contribution to the
genre of Arabic Novel laid the grox.md work throughout the Arab world.
His stories are widely filmed in the cinema. He was awarded State’s highest
prize ofliterature in 1957. Mahfouz’s achievement in stretching the literary
language to convey realistic dialogue 1s perhaps more important in the context
of the Arabic novel outside Egypt than in his native country.

Mahfouz’s novels deal with the various aspects of life as love, faith
and death and above all the means of life. The struggle between men and
women also forms an important aspect of his novels. He is preccupied
mainly with the liberty and deals with the relationship of the citizen to the
state, of the child to the father and of the woman to the man.

His writing style is panoramic and he uses very ambiguous and
complex sentences. He does not avoid colloquial idioms in his writings. He
writes not only to entertain but to treat profoundly social, political, and
religious issues and their impact on his society. He isoverriding purpose is
clear: to give a true picture of the human condition as he sees it.

While the Arabic language remains and abstacle for western
readership, the award of the Nobel prize of Mahfouz has led to a sudden
increase in interest on the part of western readers. At that time the Arabic
novel began to register themselves in anthologies of world literature. Mahfouz
evokes all manner of styles and reference Arab and western as he covers
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the bitter realities of daily life of the Egyptian people with alayer of importable
erudition. So his fame became far and wide in the whole world.

I

Mahfouz was born into a lower middle class family in Ghamaliya
quarter of Cairo, Egypt, on December 11, 1911. His real name was Abdul
Aziz Shiblaji. His father, whom Mahfouz described as having been ‘old
fashioned’, was a civil servant, and Mahfouz eventually followed in his
footsteps. His lifetime has sheltered the greater part of the 20th century.
This era has provided the time framework, the backdrop and the mood for
the events and interactions in which the majority of the large cast of his
fictional characters engage. His has been and environment and a time span
of conflict, challenge and change, and Mahfouz has been its over careful
and unwearied chronicler and commentator.

Mahfouz began writing in primary school, when he was a fan of
detective, historical and adventure novels. In Secondary School, Mahfouz
moved on to the innovators of Arabic fictions Taha Hussain,
Mohammed Hussain Haykal, Ibrahim Abd al-Qadir-al Mazini - who served
as models for the short story.

Despite his penchant for writing, and his early facility with
mathematics and sciences, Mahfouz opted for philosophy at Fuwad al-
Awwal University in 1930 and graduated in 1934. His interest in Philosophy
was partly inspired by the writing of Abbas Mahmud al-Aqqad. Beginning
in Secondary School and continuing through his University years, Mahfouz
worked as ajournalist at al-Risala and contributed to al-Hilal and al-Ahram.
Who worked in the administration of Cairo University from 1936-39. He
published more than 40 articles in various magazines and newspapers, most
of which dealt with philosophical and psychological issues and wear heavily
influenced by Henri Bergson. Western and Non Western scholars’ discussed
and studied Mahfouz’s fictional works and the critics classified them into
four chronological phases- historical romantic, realistic naturalistic, modernist
experimental and Indigenous traditional form known as episode phase. As

a voracious reader and prolific writer, he was also influenced by many
Western and Arab writers.

. Mahfouz, called the ‘Balzact of Egypt’ described the development
gf his country in the 20th century. He combined intellectual and cultural
influences from East and West. Among those people who brought early
translations of his work to the English speaking readers was sacqueline
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oasis. In Egypt, Mahfouz was widely considered a spokesperson not only
for Egypt but also for a number of non western cultures Many of his writing
also appeared in his weekly column, ‘Point of view.” Before the Nobel

Prize only a few of his novel had appeared in the west.

Mahfouz’s writings are very symbolic and his novels are a pure
representation of the Egyptian society. Through his novels, he excelled in
digging inside the human brain to analyse different behaviours and actions
of human being. He was also interested in the physiological impact of social
changes on ordinary people. His works is mostly concerned with his native
country of Egypt, and covered a wide range of topics therein, from middle
class and lower class life to the civilizations ancient history. He also wrote
short stories through his career. He was also a screenwriter, and
supplemented and his income by writing sceneries for the screen. His own
novels are adopted into no less than 30 Arabic language films, though they
were all adopted by others, since Mahfouz refused to adapt his own work

Mahfouz’s career as a novelist began in between the two world
war (1914 to 1945). He ventured into the realm of novel as well as short
story but his popularity is owing to his expertise in novel writing. Mahfouz
creates an intricate pattern of verbal irony which he weaves into the very

 texture of the novel and maintains throughout. There have three main stages
of novel writing represented in his work. 1) Historical novels 2) Socio
realistic novels 3) Post-realistic novels

I1

The novel al-Qahira al-Jadida constantly shows time as the harbinger
of change, and change as a painful process and very often time is not content
until it has dealt his heroes the final blow of death. Through this novel
Mahfouz puts to limelight the old Cairo with their mixure of inhabitants,
their works, their social life and the women of their homes. The novel has
thelife of a young boy who wants to make a good living by attaining University
education along with three other boys; first one influenced by communism
and second one by capitalism and third one by Islam. Through these three
characters, the novelist has attempted to project the three ideological and
intellectual streams in the Egyptian society.

' From the above discussion I find that, the world of Najib Mahfouz
1sa vast and extremely rich one extending from pharonic times down to the
present day. His novel spans the various changes in the reality, dreams and
aspirations of his nation and provides an elaborate record ofits attempts to
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come to terms with the process of modenization. Although his world is
mainly centered on Cairo and predominently the old quarter of Jamaliyya
in which he spent his childhood, he made the urban scene an elaborate and
highly significant metaphor of the national condition.

Mahfouz has been influenced by Taha Hussain, Abbas Mahmud
al-Aqqad, Ibrahim Abdul Qadir Al Majini, Taufiq al-Hakim and Yahya
Haqgqi in his literary career.

Mahfouz’s writing style, and techniques helped him to develop his
literary talents and because of that he got the Nobel Prize for literature in
1988. He had become the most famous Egyptian novelist, dominating the
fictional scene for more than two decades. Unlike his pioneers, Mahfouz felt
called to devote himself to the genre of the novel, even to the extent of
abondoning an incipient academic career because he felt it was irreconcilable
with the claims laid on him by literature. He introduced some new ideas of
literature to Arabic which he leamed from the study of European literature.

Mahfouz’s style combined the elaborateness the classical Arabic with
simplicity of the modem. In his writings, Mahfouz followed the western writers
style and techniques. His writing style and techniques are panaromic with a
photographic description and details of background. He uses very ambiguous
and complex sentences. He knew westemn language and philosophy, whereby
he established a good relation between the Arab and western cultures.
Mahfouz felt it was important to build Arabic literature on the firm foundation
laid down by the French, English, Greeks and others. He studied the modern
western literature and their literary principles and their views of the Islamic
and Arabic civilization. He exhibited great skill in writing novels, short story
and plays in modem Arabic literature.

Right from the beginning of his literary career, Mahfouz has
insisted on using the standard language in his fictional works, rejecting
resort to the colloquial language as a means of expressing dialogue. In
these novels, he uses the standard literary language free from colloquial
expressions. This has not prevented him from developing a pliable
language of dialogue that replicates many of the structures of colloquial
Arabic and indeed occasionally includes colloquial words. It is in the
process of adapting style to narrative purpose that Mahfouz’s
craftsmanship as a writer may be most prominently seen.
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CONCLUSION :

Najib Mahfouz is the first and the only Arabic writer to be honoured
Nobel Prize for literature in the entire Arab World. With him, the Arabic
Nobel has achieved genuine maturity. Mahfouz’s contribution is worth
mentioning not only in the field of novel, but also in some other genres of
literature. He was the first Arabic novelist to make an analytical study of
Arabic novel. His contribution made a new path to the development of
Arabic novel. Mahfouz pushed the Arabic novel forward by leaps and
bounds, in terms of structure, characterization, and in its temporal
dimensions. And that is exactly why he won the Nobel Prize. His works
proved that the Arabic novel can attain the highest levels of experimentation.
His contributions to the genre laid the groundwork for its maturity, and
since that time both he and a younger generation of writers throughout the
Arab world have been able to utilise it to comment on the many social and
political developments in the regions. Mahfouz’s literary talent is clearly
associated with significant development in the mood of literary presentation.
Many of his writing have been adapted to the screen. The sheer quality and
quantity of Mahfouz’s output make him the doyen of Arab novelists, but his
remarkable career has also coincided with a period of tremendous growth
in the popularity of novel throughout the Arab world. Mahfouz succeeded
in putting the Arabic Nobel on the world literary map and winning it a wider
readership and international recognisation. Mahfouz’s status as a pioneer
in this field is unquestionable.

Mahfouz’s novel al-Qahira al-Jadida consistently shows time as
the harbinger of change, and change as a painful process, and very often
time is not content until it has dealt his heroes with the final blow of death.
Mahfouz’s aim was to seek the Identity of his own country in the space-
time of his existence and the sphere of his self. He is preoccupied originally
with liberty and deals with the relationship of the citizen and to the state, of
the child to the father and the women to the men. Mahfouz was sometimes
described as the Dickens or Balzac of Egypt because social realism
dominates his choice of subject and style. In essence, however, he was the
Mahfouz of Egypt; his realistic style, his interest in social issues, and indeed,
his whole ethos are genuinely Egyptian. He should be claimed by all Arabs
because most of his novels reflect Arabic and Islamic traditions.

The picture of the world as it emerges from the bulk of Mahfouz’s
work is very gloomy indeed, though not completely despondent. It shows
that the author’s social utopia was far from being realized. Mahfouz seemed
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to conceive of time as a metaphysical force of oppression. Mahfouz created
an intricate pattern of verbal irony which he wove into the very texture of
the novel and maintained throughout. Mahfouz had created and developed
the techniques of using symbolic action. He was an inspiration to all writers,
not just an account of his genuis but also though the example of his
determination and dedication.

Mahfouz’s novel have a proven to be a matrix engendering a
thousand and one different flowers and it is a living proof — with its deep
rooted impact on the entire Arab World — that Arab culture is one despair
political segmentation.
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Introduction :

Jibran Khalil Jibran is an outstanding writer who has a lot of
contributions in modern Arabic literature i.e. poetry, novel and short story.
He uses the unparalleled and unique style in Arabic literature as well as in
English literature. Jiban khalil jibran is the most influential writer of hig
generation who brought about a revolution in modern Arabic literature.

Jibran was bom on January 6, 1883 in a Maronite Catholic family
from the historical town of Bsharri in northern Mount Lebanon. His father’s
name was Khalil and his mother, Kamila, daughter of a Maronite
priest.Jibran’s family was poor and it was one of the reasons of him not
having any formal education during his youth. But he did study Bible,
. alongwith Arabic and Syriac languages.

Jibran Khalil Jibran died on April 10,1931 in New York City, The
cause of death was determined to be cirrhosis of the liver and tuberculosis.
Before his death, Jibran expressed the wish to be buried in Lebanon. Thjs
wish was fulfilled in 1932 when Mari Haskell and his sister Marina purchaseqd
the Mar Sarkis Monastery in Lebanon which has since become the Jibran
Museum. According to his will Jibran’s contents of the studio went to
Marry Elizabeth, where she also found her previously written letter realiz o
the historical value of letters, she saved them and gave them to University
of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill Library.

Objectives :

This paper intends to identify the major works of Jibran which
contributes largely in the development of Arabic literature. To explore the
literary works of Jibran for identifying the uniqueness of his works in Arabic
literature. '
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Life and works of Jibran ;

Jibran khalil jibran is an outstanding writer who has great contribution
in modern Arabic literature. Jibran’s contribution to Arabic literature is wide
and varied. He has conveyed his thoughts through many literary forms of
expression. He wrote many books ranging from poems, aphorisms, short
plays, parables to essays and novels. He enjoyed an international reputation
due to his writings both in Arabic and English. Particularly his fame spread
all over the world after the publication of his masterpiece the prophet (Al-
Nabi) originally written in English, which has been translated in more than
twenty languages of the world. It also has been recognized as a distinguished
novel that occupied a unique position in the world of literature. During the
late 19th century many culture and educated Arabs mainly from Syria &
Lebanon immigrated to North and south America, Australia and West
Africa.There they kept alive Arabic languages and literature and they started
literary activities in Arabic language and literature. The literary works
produced by the emigrant writers are called Adab Al-Mahjar “Emigrant
Literature™. It paved the way for the emergence of the whole literary forms
like prose, poetry, novel and short story etc. These immigrant scholars
founded an Association under the title of Al-Rabita Al-Qalamiyya “ THE
PEN ASSOCIATION “in New York in 1920.

The writers like Jibran Khalil Jibran, Mikhail Nuama, Abd al-
Masih Haddad and Nasib Arida,who played very important roles in the
promotion of Modem Arabic literature in North American Mahjar .Another
important Mahjar writers Iliya Abu Madi , Rashid Ayyub and Nadra
Haddad also contributed much to the development of Modern Arabic
literature. »
The man, the artist, the gifted painter, the philosopher, the poetand
the writer of an outstanding caliber jibran Khalil Jibran, takes the place
who played a crucial role in the lives of the “The Pen Association” poets in
North America because of his intellectual leadership and the strong impact
of his rebellious romantic personality on the other members of the group.
In addition to that Jibran Khalil Jibran described his wounded feelings in
his novel al-Ajnihah al-Mutakassirah( The Broken Wings) *Sorrow linked
her spirits and mine, as if each saw in the other’s face what the heart was
feeling and heard the echo of a hidden voice. God had made two bodies in
one and separation could be nothing but agony.”

When we discuss about Jibran Khalil Jibran’s short story we find
that Marta al-Baniyyah ( Marta of the village of Ban) plays a dominant
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role in the field of story writings .So , Marta al Baniyyah is the most
pathetic story of Jibm’s Brides of the valley™ It tells of an orphan village
girl of Lebanon working as a cowherd and house maid. She is seduced by
a rich man from the town and later deserted. Now in order to earn her
livelihood she is compelled to take shelter in a prostitute house and eventually
dies there in abject circumstances, As the priest refuses her burial in the
Christian Cemetery she is buried in an open field . The story is written in
flowery language with concise expressions and graceful metaphors.

The book ‘A Tear and a Smile’ is important not only for its poetic
prose but also for its contents, dwelling on universal problems like man’s
conflict with fate and the theory of the transmigration of souls. And the
book “al-Mawakib™ is a long poetry consisting of more than two hundred
verses. Here an attractive philosophical dialogue in two voices, each
following its own metre, on different subjects such as knowledge and
freedom, good and evil, cruelty, death and eternity, has been depicted. The
poet suggests areturn to nature where simplicity is supreme.

Style and recurring themes :

Jibran Khalil Jibran was a great admirer of poet and writer Francis
Marrash whose works he had studied at al-Hikma school in Beirut.
According to orientalist Shmuel Moreh, Jibran’s own works echoe
Marrash’s style and many ofhis ideas, particularly his concept of universal
love .Jibran’s poetry is notable for its use of formal language, as well as in
sights on topics of life using spiritual terms.

Much of Jibran’s writings deal with Christianity, especially on the
topic of spiritual love. But his mysticism is aconvergence of several different
influences, Christianity, Istam, Sufism, Hinduism and theosophy.

At the inception jibran showed the Arabs how to break away from
Classical thymed poetry and to feel free with prose poem .He must have
been well acquainted with all the genres defined and used in European
literature, yet he confined himself to thymed metrical verse, the narrative,
the prose poem, the essay, the parable and the epigram.

Jibran’s contributions lay in the determination and consistency with
which he applied his opinions about language to his actual usage. The words
and their orders which he uses are all familiar, to the exclusion of the archaic
and the highly classical. For example, he uses the familiar word Tahammam
“bathed’ instead of its equivalent Istahamma which was used by the
traditionalists and established by the authority of lexicographers.
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Most of those who defended Jibran and all those who attacked him for this
and several other mistakes, some grammatical and some linguistic appealed
for justification to ancient traditions instead of arguing on the principle of
the evolution of language.

Religious views :

Jibran was belongs to a Maronite Christian family and raised in
Maronite schools. He was influenced not only by his own religion but also
by Islam and especially by the mysticism of the sufis. His knowledge of
Lebanon’s bloody history,with its destructive factional struggles, strengthened
his belief in the fundamental unity of religions which was exampled to him
by his parents welcoming of diverse, religionists in their home. He is admired
by a vast audience among Christians and Muslims.

Political thought :

Jibran was by no means a politician. He used to say: “Iam not a
politician, nor do I wish to become one” and “Spare me the political events
and power struggles, as the whole earth is my homeland and all men are my
fellow countrymen”. Nevertheless, Jibran called for the adoption of Arabic
as a national language of Syria, considered from a geographic point of view
,Notasa political entity . When Jibran met “Abdul-Bahain 1911-12 ;,who
traveled to the United States partly to promote peace, Jibran admired the
teachings on peace but argued that”young nations like his own” be freed
from Ottoman control. Jibran also wrote the famous “Pity the Nation” poem
during these years, posthumously published in The Garden of the Prophet.

When the Ottomnans were finally driven out of Syria during World
War I, Gibran’s exhilaration was manifested in sketch called “Free Syria™
which appeared on the front page of al-Sa’ih’s special “Victory” edition
Moreover, in a draft of a play,still kept among his papers ,Jibran expres§ed
great hope for national independence and progress . This play, according
to Khalil Hawi, ‘*defines Jibran’s belief in Syrian nationalism with great
clarity,distriguishing it from both Lebanese and Arab nationalism and
showing us that nationalism lived in his mind even at this late stage side by
side with interationalism™.

Writings of Jibran Khalil Jibran :

Jibran has authored manifold poems, novels and Short Stories which
have contributed greatly in the development of Arabic Literature.
Some are given below : In Arabic.

Nubthah fi Fan Al-Musiga (Music, 1905)

Ara’is al-Muraj(1906)
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Al-Arwah al- Mutamarrida( Rebellious spirits ,1908)

Al-Ajniha al-Mutakassira ( Broken wings ,1912)

Dam’a Wa Ibtisama ( A Tear and A Smile,1914)

al-Awasif ( The tempests)

In English, Prior To His Death :

The Madman (1918)

Twenty Drawings(1919)

The Forerunner(1920)

The Prophet (1923)

Sand and Foam(1926)

Kingdome of the Imagination (1927)

Jesus, The Son of Man (1928)

The Earth Gods (1931)

The Wanderer (1932)

The Garden of the Prophet (1933, completed by Barbara Young )
Lazarus and his Beloved ( Play,1933)

Collections of Jibran:

Prose Poems (1934)

Secrets of the Heart (1947)
ATreasury of Kahlil Jibran (1951)
A Self-Portrait (1959)
Thoughts and Meditations (1960)
A Second Treasury of Khalil Jibran (1962)
Spiritual Saying (1962)
Voice of the Master (1963)
Mirrors of the Soul (1965)
Between Night & Mom (1972)
Other writings:

Beloved Prophet, The love letters of Khalil Jibran and Mary Haskell, and
her private journal (1972, edited by Virgina Hilu )

Conclusion: From the study of the contribution made by Jibran Khalil
Jibran in Arabic Literature it has been found that: The man, the artist, the
gifted painter, the philosopher, the poet and the writer of an outstanding
caliber Jibran Khalil Jibran, takes the place who played a crucial role in the
lives of the “The Pen Association™. Jibran played very dominant roles in the
development of Modern Arabic literature in North American Mabhjar. Jibran’s
best known work is “The Prophet”, abook composed of twenty-six poetic
essays. Its popularity grew markedly during the 1960s with the American
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counterculture and then with the flowering of the New Age movements. It
has remained popular with these and with the wider population to this
day.Having been translated into more than forty languages, it was one of
the bestselling books of the twentieth century in the United States. One of
his most notable lines of poetry is from”Sand and Foam” (1926) which
reads: “Half of what I say is meaningless, but I say it so that the other half
may reach you.” This line was used by John Lennon and placed, though in
aslightly altered from into the song “ Julia” from The Beatles™ 1968 album
The Beatles. ‘

As regards the subject matter of “ Al-Nabi” valuable sermons have
been given through the mouth of Al-Mustafa,the chief character of “Al-
Nabi”. The Character is recognized as the foremost and chief for prophetic
behavior and lectures to the world, earth and heaven.

According to Jibran Khalil Jibran,the great soul Al-Mustafa
spent his valuble twelve years in a small town”Orphalese” which was
surrounded by hills. In"Orphalese,” Al-Mustafa spread his imagination,
feelings, wisdom, love to the people and he expressed theism in the social
life of “Orphalese” with his doing, talking and guessing.

Before leaving “Orphalese” Al-Mustafa answered to all the
questions asked by Al-Mitra. Jibran Khalil Jibran portraits the reality and
necessity of love for human life, that belongs to us with sweet and bitter
experiences. Jibran Khalil Jibran intends to say although love is full of
melflicflmhob’ and disastrous it also makes closer and twists each other in this
world.

From the above exploration, it has been extracted that Jibran Khalil
Jibran has contributed much for the developments of Arabic Literature
specially in respect of the greamess of him asa writer. The reasons for the
greatness of Jibran lies in his thought. As a thinker he is original and
provoking. He makes us think about life and its various problems. He
provides jerks to our self-complacent ideologies and forces us to view life
in philosophic way.

These things could not be done by any other writers in Arabic
Literature except Jibran Khalil Jibran.
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