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FOREWORD

I am glad to write the ‘Foreword” to the fourth issue of
‘Edusearch’ (A Bi-lingual Multi-Disciplinary National Level Annual
Research Journal) the publication of which will surely enhance research

activities leading to academic excellance of Nabinchandra College asan
institution of higher education.

Established in 1969 with only Arts Stream in a rented house, this
institution made a slow but steady progress towards the present
enviable status. It is in recent years, the college has made remarkable
progress in, infrastructure as well as academic expansion. The newly
constructed academic building and the Renovation works done with the
financial assistance of RUSA (Assam) has increased the intake capacity
and changed the look of the college.

As of now Nabinchandra College is the only institution in Assam
offering B.Sc Honours in Ecology Environmental Science. More over,

itis the only college under Assam University, Silchar offering B.Voc in
Information Technology.

Nabinchandra College is located in the heart of Badarpur, a small
town in a panoramic setting in the parliamentary (SC)constituency -01-
Karimganj. Itis now offering Arts, Commerce and Science courses both
at H.S and Undergraduate level in this vast economically backward area.
It has also strong N.C.C and N.S.S units which have been successfully
involving students in extra-curricular and social activities. In regards to
academic excellence, many students of this college have been doing
remarkable result. By becoming the 1st class 1st (Gold medalist) and
the Best Graduate 2016 of the Assam University, Miss Priyanka Dutta,
a(B.Sc. Mathematics Hon’s) student of this college, brought laurels to
this institution. In games and sports too, this college has been able to
achieve remarkable progress within its limited scope. The career &
counselling cell of the college has been helping students for getting
placement by counselling and by giving coaching under UGC sponsored
coaching centre for entry in service. ] am glad to note here that ACS and
IAS coaching classes has also been introduced by the career and
counselling cell of the college from the session 2016-17. Still this institu-
tion has ‘miles to go’ in its process of career building and character
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formation. And this, we hope to achieve with the sincerity and dedjcfati(m
of the faculty, students, support of the people of the lacz.ﬂlty, \A{ell-wshers
and the various goverment agencies, RUSA (Assam) in particular.

research journal serves as a mirrror rc'aﬂecting t‘l‘le academif:
activitie?of an institiltion of higher learning. In this context Eduse.arch ,
the research journal of N.C. College be.comes relevent. Thc‘)ugh it does
not have a long history orarich legacy, 1t has set the.ba]! rolling V\;l-th hiﬂr:e
publication of the first issue in January, 2015. Th? objective of publ 1sd g
this Multi Disciplinary National Le\{el {oumal isnot only to Sp}:aena ac}
tivities but also to stimulate participation in such activity and exchange o
ideas by a broad section of interested scholars.

In the initial years ofits publication, this college had to f?xce seget;a]
challenges. But the solid determination of the college authont)t/ ;,n ! r;
Research Cell helped them over come all odds and broll;ghth oul i eC ;
issue and thus cleared the way for future editions. Nabinc aIIIl, a.t 00;
lege had very little expertise in pubhshmg research papers. y spite
this. the effort undertaken to bring out the journal wasi, a gzn Rsuccei?;
On l’aehalf of the college family I thank and congratulate the Resear
tributors, the Management and all who

ditorial Board, the con IS, R
cell, the :j tlh (e): rocess of bringing out this journal. I conclude this writing
support P will continue to come out in January

i t “Edusearch” .
;V\f;;l;i:ro Ev?tt: ?nore and more maturity in all aspects of a National

Level Research Journal.
Dr. Mortuja Hussain

Principal
N.C.College, Badarpur
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EDITORIAL

The fourth issue of Edusearch is enhanced with articles from the
faculties of Arts, Science and Commerce. This journal features articles
which are the fruit of the research conducted by the teachers of
Nabinchandra College, Badarpur. Our journal has the aim to play alead
role in bringing out innovative ideas in the various fields of research.

Avery timely article “Promoting Chapchar-Kut for the Tourism
Development in Mizoram™ deals with the business potential of this ethnic
festival of Mizoram. Chapchar-Kut would be highly relevant in promot-
ing the tourism industry of the state, states this paper. The concept of
the paper “The Economy of Pre- Independent Sylhet Economy - An
understanding from the writings of Achuytcharan Choudhury” draws
our attention to the economy of Barak Valley as we understand from
Achyut Charan Choudhury’s famous work “Sreehatter Itibritta”
Achyutcharan writings are of supreme value if one wishes to understand
the present day’s economy of Barak Valley.

Another important study “The Increasing challenges and
Contradictions of Indian Democracy. Its roots and Future” brings us to
a different but significant research area. This paper highlights the fact
that there has been an increase in the challenges and contradictions to
the Indian democracy which is threatening the peace and security of the
country. This paper makes a detailed study of such contradictions. A
literary and philosophical paper “The Politics of Time, Speed and Dis-
tance in a Material World” is an artistic take on the nature of speed and
how it has changed the concepts of efficiency and morality. The paper
also deals with the idea of Enlightenment and how it has affected the
thinking mind. A mathematical analysis on “A new form of step length
determination for general nonlinear conjugate Gradient Algorithm and its
convergence” has derived a new expression of the step length o from
the stopping criteria of the nonlinear conjugate gradient algorithms.

A paper dealing with the history of the industries in Cachar dur-
ing colonial periodis a part of this journal. The paper highlights the sig-
nificant role played by the industries through out the colonial period in
the economy of Cachar which was basically an agriculture based
economy. Another paper “Female Workforce Participation Rate in Barak
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Valley of Assam” shows how the low and fall of female workfor;:;
participation has become a cause of concern for the glready wih
economy of Barak Valley region of Assam. The paper illustrates the
different barriers faced by the individual mem.bers ofthe female workforcef
and the possible solutions. The nextarticlesisa honour to t.he memory c1>
Anwar Shah Kashmiri, arenowned Islamic scholar and saint. The arggte
gives a birds eye view of the work of of .th? great s.cholar' and i ﬂ?
relevance to the modern world.  Class Conflict in Victorian sogety xh
Reference to Wuthering Heights” is a paper on the stf)rylfl]ne 0d th:
novel Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte. and the way it reflecte
class conditions in the typical Victorian society.

The last four articles in Bengali are basicglly \fvork:s that c.iwe.ll on
different areas of Bengali litera’?:ire. "ll;he ﬁarl§t é;t:lcclli: ég’ﬁit?rzﬁg 1’51;2
i image of the child in Bengali .
?:;l(lt)gt?c(iz it:eel \u;igderﬁll work on the s.emiotical features of pogn'y ann;il
the third article studies in details four stonies penne'd bythe e;tllthotrh \szire
Bhattacharjee. The final article both in this section as \:ve ask : ; otire
journal is a detailed analysis of Malay Roy choudhury’s wor

Omimangshito Subha.”

We are honoured to announce the fourth issu.e of Edurasmch :122
believe that the articles would appeal to the readersin ger)x(ci1 usu je iso
hope that the coming issues of Edusearch would be mor<:i exha stiveand
intensive in their research work. The editorial boar .wouwell et
extend their sincere appreciation to thc? refider commumtl)lf a\s;v well asto
the contributors of the journal for their sincere app:l)(acEc.lusearc?] ot
continuous support from all research enthusiasts tom .el. arch one
of the most successful jounals in the field of multidisciplnary

work.

Dr. Bishnu Chandra Dey
Dr. Hedayatullah Choudhury
&

Pragati Dutta
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PROMOTING CHAPCHAR-KUT FOR
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN MIZORAM

Dr. Hedayatullah Choudhury
Asstt. Prof., Commerce
N.C. College, Badarpur

Introduction:

Mizoram the 23rd state in the North-East India covers a geographical
area of 21,081sq.km. It is situated approximately between 21"58”and
24" 35 North Latitude and between 92"15° and 93"29’ East longitude.
The state of Mizoram is surrounded by Myanmar in the east, Manipur
and Cachar district of Assam in the north, Tripura and Bangladesh in the
west and again Myanmar in the South. It has a long interstate boundary
with Assam (123 km.), Tripura (66 km.) and Manipur (95km). Besides,
Mizoram shares an international boundary from three sides, with
Myanmar in the east and south (404 km.) and Bangladesh in the west

(318km.).

Formerly Mizoram was an Autonomous Hill District of Assam and was
known as Lushai Hills District. Mizoram became a full-fledged state
with effect from 20" February, 1987. Mizoram is a land inhabited by a
tribe commonly known as Mizo. The state is inhabited by tribals of
different communities like the Lushai, Ralte, Paite, Biate, Pawi, Lakher,
Hmar, Riang, Tlanglau, Pangs, Bawm, Chakma and so on. Moreover,
these tribal populations have got different culture, traditions, folklore,
myths and legends as well as customs of the Lushai-kuki-chin tribes
which they carry the trace of their ancient tribes. These people are mostly
of Mongoloid stock, which migrated to the present location from the
southern and western parts of China through upper Burma. By faith, the
inhabitants are mostly Christians (87.0 %), followed by Buddhists (7.9
%), Hindus(3.6%),Muslims(1.1%)and others (0.3 %).
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Mizoram is derived from Mi, Zo and Ram, and thus implies “land of the
hill people”. Aizawl is its capital city. Domestic tourist visits stood at
68,203 in 2014, posing an annual growth of 7.6 per cent while the
numbers in case of foreign tourist visits were recorded at 836 and 4.5
per cent for the same period. Mizoram has tremendous and quite unique
tourism potential. This could be tapped mainly through the concept of
eco-tourism. Nature / wildlife tourism, adventure tourism, cultural /
heritage tourism, leisure tourism, international border tourism. The rich
culture heritage of Mizoram depicting the different cultures and tribes
are added attraction for the promotion of cultural tourism. The components
of cultural tourism are fairs and festivals, heritage tourism, art and craft,
films and village tourism. Fairs and festivals play an important role in the
promotion of cultural tourism. Here emphasis will be given to promote
the most important festivals like Chapchar Kut, the celebration of which
had started from 1930 onwards.

Social Customs and Festivals:

The Mizo society is a casteless society and there is no distinction among
the people unlike the other Indian society. It is a patriarchal society in
which all the household belongs to the father, who is the head of the
society. The culture of the Mizos in the past was mainly the manifestation
of their occupation, i.e., Shifting Cultivation. Most of the festivals, song
or leisure activities were guided by either the cycle of jhum or the seasons,
During the festival, their dances and music takes the main part with Zu
(rice-beer) which they widely consume. They observed three community
festivals or Kut: Chapchar Kut (spring festival in early March), Mim
kut (autumn festival in September), and Pawl kut (harvest festival in
December). Chapchar Kut is the most important festival which has
been celebrated after the felling down of trees for jhum cultivation and
before they are burnt down. Chapchar Kut is named after bamboo that
has been cut and is drying. This agricultural festival is celebrated before
planting begins ie, in the month of March. The bamboo dance is a big
part of the festival. Different style of dance performances take place
amidst beats of drums. Arts, handicrafts, concerts, flower shows, and
cuisines also play a major part of the festival. Mim Kut festival is the
oldest Mizo Kut and is celebrated in honor of those people who passed
away from the family. Paw! Kut is a grand festival which falls immediately
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after the harvest season. The most important dances which always
accompanied these festivals are: Cheraw, Khuallam, Parlam,
Sarlamkai, Chailam, Rallulam and Chheihlam.

The grand celebration of Chapchar Kut is held at Lammual, also known
as Assam Rifles Ground in Aizawl. The day being a public holiday, people
from all walks of life, young and old dressed in traditional attire th.ronged
the venue of the festival in their respective places where the joyous
celebration took place the whole day. Descendants from Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Tripura, Manipur and Meghalaya also came to take.part at
the celebration of Chapchar Kut in Aizawl.Chapchar Kut 1s al§o
celebrated in different parts of the state including Kolasib, Mamit,
Lunglei,Champhai, Siaha, Lawngtlai, Zobawk and Sialhawk.

Tourism development in Northeastern Region & Mizoram:

It is unfortunate that due to socio-political and geographical reasons, the
entire Northeast has remained neglected and backwar.d from '.Lhe
development point of view. In spite of very high literacy rate in the region
(around 80%), progress and benefits have not reached the Nor.thea.st
even today. The concept of Tourism development is very recent in this
region and is in its infancy. A few states like Sikkim and Assam h.ave
taken a few strides in developing tourism, with emphasis on eco-tourism,
wildlife tourism, cultural tourism and adventure tourism. The other states
have also commenced their efforts during the last decade. The basic
needs for tourism development of the region are efficient infrastructure,
good connectivity between the states and peace in the region. In Mizoram
Particularly Cultural tourism may attract the tourist from different parts
of the country as well as from outside the country if adequfﬁe steps can
be taken by the government as well as by the people of Mizoram.

Mizoram Tourism Policy 2014:

Tourism industry accounts for more than 11% of the global GDP and
more than 8% of the World Trade Employment. Today, no country or
even a state in a country can afford to remain ignorant of tourism mdusmf"
as an important econornic sector. In the background of very highlevel o

unemployment among the educated people in Mizoram, we also can t‘Eo
longer afford to keep the State slated and to remain deprived of the
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bene.ﬁts of tourism industry. Mizoram Government, therefore. considers
IOUI'I-SITI as an important sector for the prosperity of the State and as
possible major engine of economic growth and employment creation
The St.ate Government has framed the Tourism Policy 2014 with a viev\;
to placing Mizoram on the tourism map of the world as one of the leading

tourist destinations and as a pivot of economic and social development
in the State.

Government Role:

Tourism i_n Mizoram will be a government-led, private-sector driven and
community welfare oriented. The parental role of the government should
be to ensure the following perimeters in case of cultural tourism particularly
Chapchar Kut:- (i) An atmosphere of harmony and stability, (i1) A promise
of §afety and security, (iii) Reachable tourist fascinations, ( 1v) A sound
united system of physical infrastructures such as internal transport system

hotels and restaurants, entertainment and recreational centers. shopping’,
and communication facilities and skilled tourist guides. (v) Involvement
of community-based-organizations. local bodies and youth clubs in
planning and development of tourism, (vi) Carry out research, prepare
master plans, formulate marketing strategies and shape the tourism festivals

Private Sector role:

Tbere will be an encouraging institutional link between government and
pnvtdte players with a marked proficient orientation in the organization of
tourism as business opportunity. Substantial incentives will be assured to
the extent possible without conceding the standards, equity and ethics
set -by the Government to invite private investment and participation in
Ea:;litics‘s such as : (i) Eco tourism (ii) Transportation (ii1) Lodging (iv)
Pacifgeads ::E;Ememmenm (vi) Shopping (vii) Seeing the sights (viii)

Other Important Initiatives for Promoting Chapchar-Kut for the
Tourism Development in Mizoram:

(1) All the Mizo people, particularly the educated urban and also the rural
Jhummias should participate in the event of Chapchar Kur.
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(ii) For the Jhummias Govt. should take necessary steps for their
participation in the grand occasion instead of cultivation on that day, as
avoiding them the whole arrangement may be something incomplete.
Because the root/origin of the culture are from rural village.

(iii) Not to make the festival of C. hapchar Kut a Political Platform.

(iv) Should introduce some new concepts/events every year for more
attraction instead of repeating same thing.

(v) For the tourist there should be some facilities like, sitting, fooding and
other hospitality for more attracting them.

(vi) Necessary steps should be taken by the Govt. to shift the spot to
another convenient place for adequate accommodation.

(vii) More advertisement should be made through different mode
regionally & nationally.

(viii) To guarantee safe travel, the Government shall exercise closer
command and a specialized wing of the Police will be created to provide
more security to the tourists who comes in Chapchar Kul.

(ix) Incentives to encourage private investment in tourism infrastructure
like,- (a) Create a corpus fund under the administrative control of Mizoram
Tourism Development Agency for the purpose of giving incentives o
private investors. (b) General investment grant/subsidy for the launch of
new hotels and eco-tourist centers will be granted in accordance with
the Mizoram Industrial Policy 2014. (c) Other incentives like grant/subsidy
on water, power, IT utilities and cooking gas will also be considered.

(x) Setting up of Tourist Information and Reception Centers to provide
relevant information to the tourists/visitors if needed for enhancement of
Chapchar Kut. The government shall attempt to set up Centers at various
important places, ie in the entry points for tourists coming to Mizoram.

(xi) Promotion and investment through PPP mode: ie, in the present day
policy of the Government is to encourage private participation, specifically

’.55* Co.

» ‘

G

>y $ %
EDUSEARCH ISSN2395-7298 (2 ™ \:s\\
| > |
| & =
”



CENTRAL LIBRARY N.C.COLLEGE

for tl?e management and maintenance of existing infrastructures under
Tourism Department.

(xii) Brand and also having a Celebrity Brand Ambassador should be
created. In spite of wonderful tourism attractions, Mizoram needs a
compl.ete marketing strategy to get more tourists in Chapchar Kut. A
brand image of Mizoram will have to be established.

Participation of Women:

.Concexjted effort should be made to ensure the participation of Women
in Tomsm Development and Management in the Chapchar Kut festival.
It is admirable that women in Mizoram are industrious, full of passion
and already in the front position in many sectors. However, special
opportunities must be created for their active involvement in the tourism
sector. This is not necessarily to aid them but also to help the tourism
sectqr since it is in need of human resources with abilities for service and
hospitality. Even here, they should be treated like equal business partners.
The scope and terms of reference have to be worked out jointly and
c.aut.lously. This would reduce the problems of the tourism department
sngn.lﬁcantly and in turn will generate marvelous improvement in the tourism
business at the time of Chapchar Kut.

Conclusion:

From the above discussion we come to know that there is a huge
potentiality of cultural / heritage tourism in Mizoram. But despite of this
the development of Cultural tourism industry is not very satisfactory. A
part of the people of Mizoram are partly unaware about the concept.of
cultural tourism and its importance to the economic development
Moreover there are many problems associated with the improvement oi‘
the cultural tourism industry. Some of these are:

(a)’I.he communication system is not very satisfactory to attract the foreign
tourists. Moreover Mizoram is connected to the mainland of India through
a narrow road for which it is not able to earn some facilities like other
state of India.
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(b) The growth of insurgent activities is another reason for the development
of tourism industry in North Eastern state. There are many insurgency
group in the region and the growing activities of insurgency groups de-
motivate the tourist. Although the insurgency problem is not there in
Mizoram but insurgency problem of the region indirectly affect.

(c)Lack of properly implementation of Tourism Policy due to lack of
awareness and sincerity of Government Officials.

(d) The accommodation facilities in tourism potential areas in Mizoram
are very low standard.

The government of Mizoram is not only responsible for the lower growth
of cultural tourism industry in the state but the peoples of Mizoram are
also responsible for this. Most of the people are not aware and conscious
about the benefits of the cultural tourism industry which not only protects
the culture but also give a standard income potentiality to the local people.
To promote this industry in the state, the government should take various
awareness programs among the common people. Moreover the
government should take the necessary steps for the security of tourist.
However, despite thirty years of attaining statehood, Mizoram still remains
socio-economically hesitant. Agriculture is still very backward even though
64% of the workers are engaged in agricultural activities. Although a
good prospect for development of hydro power, only 1 1.46MW have
been generated in the state, inclusive of both hydel and thermal, even
though the installed capacity is 46.59 MW. Mizoram is connected by
only one National Highway (NH 54) from Silchar (Assam), and has
only one airport (Lengpui) linking the state by air with Kolkata, Guwahati
and Imphal. Industry too, is still at an infantile stage. Whatever so called
industry, at present is only small scale and cottage industries. Mizoram
thus remains socio-economically backward although it has rich natural
and cultural resources. So cultural festival like Chapchar Kut may definitely
attract the tourism potential of Mizoram and affect the development of
economic growth if positive and adequate steps are taken by the
government as well as by the mass people of Mizoram.
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THE ECONOMY OF PRE-INDEPENDENT SYLHET
ECONOMY-AN UNDERSTANDING FROM THE

WRITINGS OFACHYUTCHARAN CHOUDHURY

Sri Soumitra Choudhury
Asstt. Prof., Economics
N.C.College, Badarpur

Abstract

The economy of Barak Valley can be understood if we properly
gauge the economy of pre-independent Sylhet. Achyutcharan Choudhury’s
famous work “Sreehatter Itibritta” gives us an understanding of the social
and economic conditions of Sylhet. In this paper it is tried to make an idea
about the socio-economic conditions of Sylhet from Achyutcharan’s
writings. It is also analyzed how it is important to study his writings to
understand the present day’s economy of Barak Valley.

...........................................................................

Introduction :

Sylhet was a big district of Bengal before independence and for
some years Sylhet was also made a part of Assam of undivided India. At
time of independence with the partition of India Sylhet became a part of
Bangladesh and a part of Sylhet viz. Karimganj fell within the territory of
India. Karimganj is now a district of Assam and a part of Barak Valley.
Barak Valley consists of three districts Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi
and though the valley is in Assam yet geographically, historically,
linguistically and culturally more close to Sylhet. So to understand present
day Barak Valley we must understand the history of Sylhet and the
economy of Barak Valley can be better understood if we understand the
economy of pre-independent Sylhet. The pre-independent Sylhethad a
distinct history and culturally it had some distinctness and that’s why the
people of Sylheti origin always love to mention their originand feel proud
of it. The history of Sylhet was not separately written by many writers
and so it sometimes becomes difficult to fully comprehend the Sylhet
history. One of the great son of Sylhet, Achyutcharan Choudhury wrote
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abook ‘Sreehatter Itibritta’ means ‘History of Sylhet’ in which he dealt
extensively with the different periods of Sylhet history and different groups
of people of Sylhet. In this book he put forward some descriptions of
the economy of Sylhet. In this paper it is being tried to get a fair look into
the economy of Sylhet from his writings.
Life and works of Achyutcharan Choudhury :
Achyutcharan Choudhury was born in 1865 in Maina village of Sylhet
presently in Karimganj. He spent his childhood days there and his
education was also started there. For higher education he got admitted
in Govt. English medium school in Sylhet. After his education he started
teaching in his village. Later he worked at Patharkandi Revenue Office.
For public interest he also took the responsibility of village post office.
Throughout his life he was associated with literature and religion. He
wrote around 50 books but most of them were not published. His
monumental work is Sreehatter Itibritta. This book is a description of
geography, history socio-economic-politics of Sylhet. The book is divided
into two parts. The first part was published in 1910 and second part in
1917. He died in 1953.
Administration of Sylhet :

In 1906 Sylhet was divided into five districts viz.

Name Amount of Area Population
1. North Sylhet 863.50 sq. mile 463477
2. Karimganj 1066.00 ,, 2241848
3. South Sylhet 1064.00 ,, 379158
4. Habigan;j 999.00 ,, 555001
5. Sunamganj 1450.00 433752

The district of Sylhet is administered under one Deputy
Commissioner. One police superintendent and his assistants, Jail
superintendent and many high level officials are there. In Sylhet there
eight hundred villages and population is less than 50 lakhs. There are
around 400 markets.

The Govt. earns income through different sources. The income of 1904
is given below.

Land Revenue 842443 rupees
Like (etc) 63295 |,
905738 .,
Water tax 66900
Forest tax 70425 :
EDUSEARCH ISSN 2395-7298 18

Excise 260708 ,,
Stamp 555792 ,,
Registry 53709 .,
Provinsialrate 237415 ,,
Income tax 53519 .,
Total 2204206 ,,

Pre-independent Sylhet Economy :

The economy of Sylhet economy as depicted by Achyutcharan
Choudhury is described under the following heads-

Agriculture: Plenty of rain takes place in Sylhet and there is no dearth of
water for agriculture. Also for agriculture no fertilizer is required and
only during winter crop (Rabi crop) some cow dung manure is used.
Rice is the main crop and different kinds of rice crop are produced.
During the summer and rainy season Ashu rice and during winter Shalu
rice is produced. Other than rice mustard, linseed (tishi), sesame (til),
peais grown. In the Karimganj subdivision plenty of date is produced. A
good amount of tobacco, jute and hemp is also grown.

Different kinds of fruits are grown. The orange of Sylhet is very
famous and in 1906 around 135213 maund of orange was exported
from Sylhet. The pineapple of Sylhet is also famous and other fruits that
were grown are banana, mango, jackfruit, berry, papaya, guava,
golabjam, tamarind, defol, thaikol, leoir etc. A great amount of betel nut
isalso grown.

Among the vegetables that are grown includes potato, different
forms of gourd, radish and cabbage. The spices produced are pan, chilly,
ginger, turmeric, onion, garlic etc.

Tea is also produced and it started in 1857.154 tea gardens are
there in Sylhet and most of the tea gardens are owned by British people
and 16 gardens are owned by the native people. The amount of tea
production is growing as found from the following figure.

Year Amount of production
1868 251000 pound
1884 5561000 pound
1893 20627000 pound
1900 35042000 pound

The amount of land that is used is increasing. In 1868, 2050
acre of land is used, in 1900; 71490 acre of land and in 1906, 130358
acre of land is used for tea production.
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For the production, labourers are brought from outside. Following
data reveals the number of labourers that were brought from different
places of India in 1901.

Place Number of labourers
Bengal 22067
Chotanagpur 22745
Madhyapradesh 12681
United Province 41167
Madras 10079
Total 1448765

Industry : The industries that present are noted as under-

Textile - Sylhet had a long history of textile industry and the demand of
the people was made by that industry. But recently they are facing
competition from Dhaka and losing out the market as the cost and price
of Dhaka textile are low. Choudhury here speaks for protecting the textile
industry of Sylhet by requesting the people to buy the indigenous good
evenifitisa little costlier.

Erisilk is also produced and Erisilk worm is reared by Assamese
immigrants who have settled at the foot of the Khasi and Jaintia Hillsand
by a few poor Namasudra widows. But these clothes are produced
mainly for home wear and very little comes to market. But this work is
also on the verge of extinction.

Big nets (jaal) are produced for capturing fish. The names of
these jaals are Mahajaal, Borojaal, Jhaki Jaal, Hurajaal, Hefajaal.
Wood industry - Boat building has always been an important industry in
Sylhet. Mr. Lindsay, who was collector there in 1780, built a ship of 400
tonnes burden, which drew 17 feet of water when fully loaded. He also
built a fleet of 20 ships, and sent them to Madras, The boats were made
of wood of Sylhet and the quality of wood was always good.

The wood was also used to make furniture of different kinds like
table, bed, almirah, chair etc.

Cane and bamboo industry - In Sylhet furniture is also made from

cane and bamboo which are of good quality. A good amount of this
furniture is exported.

Brass utensils industry
Pottery industry
Stone art
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Ivory work

Extinct Skin industry |
Trade : Many Ganj or Markets situated on the r.iver bgni;ﬂarel ;I;?br;;;:
places of trade. The markets are Balaganj, Karimganj, Mou ;

i, Aj j i trade
Nabiganj, Samserganj, Habiganj, Ajmerganjland BamachangaFicI)]r] ga;z
steamers were available in the water and Railways also starte :

Composition of import - The goods imported are salt, 01{, ]:uliﬁz,

medicine, sugar, flour, iron made goods, wine, tobacco, enamel ute .
i tc.

brass, betel nut and coconut, Spices, € '

Composition of export - The goods exported are rice. tea, Zrm:f:ts,;

sesame, mustard, honey, lime, pineapple, bamboo, cane, wood, p

etc.

Observations : o
The following observations are noted from the above description

- Sylhet economy had some kind of distinctiveness geographic;i;y,
culturally and socio-economically which required a i;;arate understanding

1 i ssam.
though it was under Bengal and for some time w1 :

Sylhet was self sufficient in the production of agricultural gool(iis
and did not have to import food from other parts. So people gen}clera y
did not have to remain hungry for the lack of food. People were happy
though were not much rich in modern terms. ,« .
Industrial development did not take place much and Sylhet v\as. lz;ggtng
behind Kolkata and Dhaka. But in case of cane and bamboo industry
Sylhet had much excellence. ‘

’ The trade between Sylhet and other places v(;ere taking place
larly and transport services were available for trade. '
e ){"he govt. hl:\s been earning fairamount of revenue ﬁ'f)m different
sources and were doing some public services by establishing schools,
hospitals, post and telegraph. -

The economy of present day Barak Valley 1s also Lo u};s
understood separately from the whole economy of Assam and one sho
find the distinctiveness of it. Moreover, the trade that Sylhet e(éononl;y
had with other places must be rediscovered for Barak valley aZk 3:111 e
utilized for future development. Again as a great part of Bar N lhetyi»
was with Sylhet and major chunk of people of Barak Valley are ? y’ E
origin so the part of Sylhet that is there in Bangladesh must always be
taken into consideration for future policy.
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Conclusion :

Achyutcharan Choudhury made a great contribution to the
people of Sylhet when he wrote his book Srechatter Italics. We must
not forget his contributions study his works further to get many facets of
the development of Sylhet. The economy of Barak Valley can be better
understood only through the proper understanding of Sylhet economy.
So by recognizing Achyutcharan Choudhury and his writings we can
make ourselves good. Many of his writings are not published and so
efforts are to be made to publish them.

References :
Choudhury Achyutcharan: “Sreehatter - Purbangsho " (201 0), Katha,
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Introduction

India became independent from the reign of British colonial
power through a series of struggle and tried to organize the greater Indian
society and politics as a landmark in the history of world political scenarios
in the fifties’ decade of the twentieth century. It was a great hope that the
Indian democracy would be successful in establishing and ensuring the
democratic norms as a model overcoming the heart and soul of every
Indian. Though, the Indian society is full of diversity in language, culture,
community, religion, region, ethnicity and classes as aristocratic, middle
and subaltern; there lies hidden the aim of unity for survival and success.
The attempt for independence was not only to construct a socio-political
culture but also unity amidst diversity to throw out the challenges and
contradictions from Indians as a model. The Indian democracy has not
succeeded properly even after the end of seven decades of independence
except holding elections in time smoothly. By this, it has proved that the
oppressive nature of ruling elites is successful since initial times. But on
raising challenges and contradictions in post colonial era, the forerunners
of power have shown less importance on its’ ambitions. Among these,
the major challenges and contradictions are to be identified and the process
of eradication should be taken properly otherwise these will never end.
The issues of enlightenment may be followed for greater benefit.

Objective of the study
The objective of the study is to identify the increasing nature of

challenges and contradictions of the Indian democracy. In post colonial
era, the raise of numerous movements and disputes have derailed the
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future of planning and programs of development. As a result of this, the
issues of different movements got support from various angles and
emphasize to legitimize their issues on which have fundamental root of
causes behind the democratic notions. These movements are known as
political, economic, social, ethnic and others, The regional problems a
imbalances among them, increasing crime and violence have been
occurring in our country and threatening the normal situations. Poverty,
lack of adequate education, political violence, unequal development and
low growth rate are also some basic challenges. Terrorism is another
major cause in which the Indian state has been wasting more time and
wealth to eradicate than any other problem of India. Even the increasing
nature of corruption and the raise of multi-strata of popular movements
like constitutional reservation of castes, communities, gender issues,
autonomy and separatist movements have been threatening the issues of
liberal democratic ideology. The common people are in a puzzled that
the state is neither active nor playing adequate role to solve these crucial

problems. So, we have to try to find out the genuine causes for the sake
of the benefit of the majority.

Review of literature and congenital issues

In the beginning of India’s freedom struggle primarily the
aristocratic families and theijr offsprings led the responsibility of freedom
struggle because after the arrival of the British they at first lost their
kingdom, power and wealth. Afier the loss of political power, they became
idle and socio-political instability was a common mania in them. All of

leadership and creative temperament, no movement can be successful.

It was also a creative choice that the ech of democracy and democratic

ideals for the Indians which were more popularized during the freedom

movement nationwide but remained worthless afterindependence. The
1ssues were within the de

i wit mocratic ideals. These objectives brought the
idea of eradication of oppression not only from European rulers but also
from the ongoing Indian

society which existed since the historical past

. The I.ndian'freedom struggle is one of the major movements in
this sub-continent till date among all the major modern movements that
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ever happened. In this case, one of the modern Indian histo:ians B}pan
Chandra in his book “India s struggle for ]nc{ependence exglamed
that due to participation of the common masses; it becar.ne'an undisputed
and powerful movement to throw out the British imperialist power .ﬁ'.om
this land. It was a powerful anti-colonial movement by Whl.Ch political
and social change was emphasized as a rational e]erpent. Indian freedom
fighters were successful in the beginning as congenial development was
the popular method of struggle. But, the method had collapsed from. its
directions and the Indian policy makers started to oppress the native
people accordingly along with the aliens. On the. (?mer hand, the national
movement for freedom was not only a socio-political movement l?ut also
amovement of structural change and social reform..lt emphasized on
rational essentiality of the Indian people. Though pol'{tlcal power was.the
main element of the movement, the formation of ethical and 1deolog1f:al
configuration was also a technique for the success f’f the Indian
democracy. Bipan Chandra also emphasized that after mdepen.dence
Indians would be self-dependent, democratic and secular otherwise the
national emotion of unity in diversity would fail.

The arrival of Gandhiji into the greater Indian freedom struggle
changed the whole scenario and he portrayed a new cl-laracter as mass
movement with his creative mind to organize the Indian people intoa
platform. He emphasized and narrated on self-rule (swaraj) asa broad
and rational element of power. Therefore, he narrated.o.n the issue and
indicated to gain that ability because only gaining polltlca} power by a
small group of people cannot attain the power of self mobnhty and §elf
determination. To him, it comes by earning the capacity of conlrollfng
and identification of the misuse of power and authority. So, self-rule isa
kind of element on which every people should have the concept lej[ter by
letter. Thus, it must be capable to throw out any kind of oppreSS}on by
self understanding. His comment on the withdrawal of or.lly colonial and
imperial power does not carry self-capacity 'in reality if the common
people are alienated from this kind of rights, liberty, power and justice.

Gandhiji opposed heavy industrialization because itis the western
or European model of development which is a positive norm to exPand
colonial power by huge supply of materials to the less equlpped.reglons.
On the other hand India is full of unused labour forcgs and if hegvy
industrialization is undertaken here in this land in one side oppression
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would be increased and on the contrary the impact of colonial power
would remain alive even after independence in India. The competition to
expand the market forces and the idea of self-rule shall remain static as
unproductive. This is not freedom and the meaning of self-rule. The self
power will remain in theory only, in the pages of books as nominal.
Mahatma Gandhi also observed the situation and determined that if the
class divided Indian society cannot be free from the method of dominance
then the post colonial society shall be sacrificed for existence (Young
India, 1924). That is happening and our up coming generation is facing
these problems.

The Indian freedom struggle was accompanied by the subaltern
classes later. In the earlier years the aristocrats and the losers of state
power of the classical kingdoms dominated the movement, but Gandhiii
was only the leader who turned into the ideas for the sake of comman
masses. Thus, the movement became more powerful and by this process
the strong and dominant caste and class structure of Indian society was
slowly reformed (P.Chatterji, Nationalist Thought and Colonial World)
Though, the subaltern classes took part and sacrificed their lives for thf;
sake of freedom of the nation but after independence, they were less
benefitted comparatively than the others. It is a kind of multi-layer
oppression over them by the native rulers. The genuine truth is hid{n
}nside this story. Therefore, the challenges and contradictions have bee;gn
mcr‘easing in Indian democracy. According to comments of P, Chatteri;
the issues were generated during the beginning of freedom su:uggle ar?d
ttherefore the subaltern classes cooperated for freedom but afte
independence the cordial reform of them was not emphasized. It was r
strange event that to get political power the leading classes did e\;erythina
but after independence real benefit and justice is not received b algl
accorc.iingly. It has deprived the subaltern classes from ri ghts and};ls a
res_ulf in recent days different movements are coming up to protest that
This is crucial and destructive to states like India. .

The Marxist view

The Indian freedom movement in the initial time showed influence
f’f democratic socialization. The public and semi-public undertaken
industries and corporations were established observing the necessity as
the doorstep of socialization during the Nehruvian era. But after the
popular rise of modern liberalism in the world, the Indjan bourgeoisie
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rulers have slowly accepted and transformed the political motives into
an absolute capitalism. This policy was not the aim of sacrifice for freedom
and therefore the contradictions have tackled. By the rise of such kind of
tendency the identity questions of small nationalities are now in ventilation.
The ethnic identities and rights have totally debarred by this crucial role
of policy makers. On the contrary, the middle class people have confirmed
their existence by the formation and necessity of civil society as a part of
policy instructor. So, the common people are helpless except movements
for existence. In the mean time the temper of fundamentalism has awaken
in India as well as expansion of liberalism but by this the classical and
severe dangers have remained alive. According to materialistic
interpretation of history fundamentalism has never been able to eradicate
the Indian issues and hence secularism was accepted as the philosophy
but through this neglect nasty practices have become strong.

Meaning of democracy and creative democracy

The meaning of democracy is an easy, simple, clear, popular
and meaningful socio-political status for each individual and a sweet
system for all round development. It ensures a positive socio-economic
and political condition to the bright future of all - equalizing opportunities
and resources on the basis of liberal view. In this sense, a meaningful
future for all is determined by the way of freedom from any oppression
as an essential element to ensure the rights and liberties. In this, each
individual should have freedom and rights as an inalienable element. As
well as each individual, community, gender and power relations must be
parallel to all on the basis of sustainable development. The meaning of
democracy is also a kind of multi-storeyed development and hope for
welfare of all. So, the real freedom and development is behind the
democratic ideals. On the contrary, the creative democracy is an
evolutionary and material political ideology following the patterns of
problems, challenges, contradictions and way of justice. The different
incidents happened in due course of time and necessary actions should
be taken meanwhile. These are not pre-determined but raised in the
trajectory path of growth and evolution as a natural phenomenon which
is nominated as the creative democracy. In a society or political system
if one problem is solved another new problem arrives and then eradication
of this problem is asked one after another. But, the challenges and
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contradictions are different according to their social structure. This has
rationality, necessity and relevance. These are evolved in time asa process
of development in a society. The real meaning of the human society and
politics is the history of struggle for survival. The historical materialism
has proved that from primitive to feudal and from feudal to liberal and
European capitalism or colonial power has dominated approximately a
large part of the world politics. The Indian freedom struggle was also
based on colonial power and hatred.

In the initial time, the freedom struggle of India occupied the
path of creative democracy but the dominant rulers have either failed or
remained inactive to run the notions of it. On the other hand, the pressure
of democratic movements has forced to give up the aim of it. The middle
class people who gained political power had left to think on the issues of
common and popular development. They, as the opportunist group of
rulers slowly began to support the capitalist ideology who was the pioneer
of liberalism by the method of globalization. This attempt when received
settlement then the middle and lower middle class rulers established their
dominant role. Thus, they stopped thinking for common and popular
development which was the supreme motive of the freedom struggle.
These hypocritic nature of ruling elites have ignored ultimately the creative
factors of Indian democracy and turned into their benefit.

Another cause of challenges and contradictions against Indian
democracy is due to huge displacement for the name of development
especially in the habitats of small ethnijc groups or tribal areas. In these
areas Indian government has decided to build big dams, industries,
defence colonies, hydroelectric plants and others displacing them but
proper accommodation is not taken for safety and protection of them.
They have lost their habitat and perennial rights which they have been
following since ahistorical times,

Conclusion

The increasing challenges and contradictions are some critical
conditions to the Indian democracy which have been threatening to the
formation of peace and security in this land. The policy formulators are
responsible or eradicating these perennial issues according to the
emotions of common masses and freedom fighters. We, the common

people of India should be conscious and observe the planning of the
state.
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A few days back, while making a trip from Silchar to Guwahati [
came across an advertisement in one of the magazine provided by one of
the crew members of the flight. The advertisement was quite simple- it
was urging the reader to buy a particular brand of furniture for the office
workstations. The furniture was specially built to improve the sitting
postures of the employees so as to not cause them back pain or other
related problems caused by sitting at the workstation for a continuous and
prolonged durations. The advertisement urged the reader, the target of
the advertisement was the employers of course, to calculate how many
work hours is lost in the business for employees take leave citing backaches
and similar problems. In other words the advertisement guaranteed that
employees would no longer be able to cite back ache as a reason for
claiming medical leave and that would lead to material profit for the
employer as no work hours would be lost. Such an advertisement though
looks very simple is very much a reflection of the work culture that is
being promoted by the modern economy where the time of the employee
is bought by the employer and any substraction from this time is a direct
loss to the employer. The worth of each employee is judged according to
his/er efficiency and here efficiency is nothing but how in less time mgore
work can be done by someone. The employer not only encroaches on the
time stock of the employee but also accelerates its use to its maximum
potential.

The other day one of my friend who had had a brief stint at a call
centre complained about being served coffee and burgers at her work
station itself after every three hours. The coffee, she complained was
specifically to keep her awake while the burger which could be hand held
could be eaten while working simultaneously. She also complained about
how she and her co-workers were provided with bus service- to and from
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work everyday. This again, she argued, was less of a security concern
and more of time management by her employers- the bus was never late
at picking her from her apartment but it used to take forever when they
were supposed to be taken back from work. Every minute snatched from
her life was a penny earned by the employer though it was a temporal
encroachment.

Speed is today a marker of several ideas and categories of the
society. Speed today indicates luxury and cosmopolitanism. Speed or
mobility in time and space is a marker of cultural identity, of a position one
is in and the space he/she occupies in the society. Speed is an indicator of
modernity. Speed is an indicator of being ‘cool’. A ‘fast’ life is a happening
life. A fast person is a smart person. A woman who can work fast and
also multitask is an ideal mother, wife or daughter-in-law. A girl who can
make and place her decisions fast is smart, dependable and free from
emotional baggage compared to a girl who takes extended time to decide
on something. Choosing a life-partner to settle down is a fast process
these days with matrimonial sites and event organizers taking up the
choosing and organizing part in a professional manner- here again this
would mean to get things done ‘fast’. This desire for speed has also affected
that the food industry where customers grade an eatery on the basis of
being ‘late’ or ‘slow’ in serving. This desire for speed has givenrise toa
whole new cuisine of “fast food’ where one does not have to wait for long
to eat. This takes on a new dimension where time-less people prefer to
have ‘food-on-the-go> which has led to the coming up of wrapped
sandwiches or rolls which can be eaten while walking or working.
Whenever one opens a new channel today, one comes across various
channel trying to proclaim that it is the only channel which had been able
to deliver the information at the earliest time- the first channel to reach on
the spot. Even the rate at which words are spoken by the on-the-spot
journalist also adds to the urgency of the matter. Speed has given a new
definition to ‘news’.

Gone are the days when a woman was judged according to her
slow and graceful gait, never was she supposed to look hurried or
unprepared. Even at the demise of a dear one, the women of the house
were not supposed to look hurried or unprepared- it was a very much un-
ladylike demeanour. A ‘fast’ woman was not worthy of being a wife. A
fast talker was never considered to be trustworthy In the portrayal of the
slow world of the rich planters of the South, Margaret Mitchell had given
a fine picture of the Southern lady who was slow both in mind and at
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work. Even men were seen to idle away their time. People who worked in
a hurried manner were either blackguards or unladylike. Such was life in
South America where a desire for high speed communication was a sign
of being ‘ Yankeefied’. In the moral context, getting things done too fast
was considered to be an act of the devil. A person who achieved too many
things in life too early was forever look upon with suspicion.

o The present situation has changed in the opposite direction. Today
media is flooded with images of the ‘supermom’ who can work at the
speed of lightning and is also good at multitasking. A number of
advertisements dealing with the modern busy life show the woman of the
house doing the right things at the right time and all that is done in a jiffy
She provides each person with the right things at the righttime, she provides.
her children and husband with breakfast and tiffin in the mo’ming laces
the newspaper in front of the father-in-law, serves the morning te;lpto the
mother-in-law and also gets ready for her office on time. She is never
late. The modern woman can never be late. High spee.d culture has
changed the way we look at life. Today, we judge her according to her
a.bility to multitask and that too “fast’. Housekeeping istodaya racegagainst
time.

Thgf youtube today is flooded with videos of “five-minute desserts”
and “one minute crafts”. The popularity of such videos show the demand
of the common public to get things done quickly. Even chefs todays are
praised for preparing fine dishes in ‘no time’. Every ancient recipe of
slow cooking has been modified to accommodate the small time fr];me
Restaurants today are judged according to their ability to serve on timc:
and serve fast. Its not only ‘fast food’ which is supposed to be served fast
b.ut if one goes through the remarks and ratings of the various restaurant;
listed under Zomato, one often finds restaurants being given poor ratings
for they couldnot serve fast enough even though the food and ambienfe
may‘be better than that experienced in other restaurants. High speed food
services has also led to the demise of slow food cultures and community
fe.astmg where huge number of people used to have a leisurely lunch or
dinner ar-1d discuss all social affairs. Such gatherings were not merel
about eating but food was a great way for bonding. Such cultural practice)s,

are disappearing as such leisure have no i o
place in a culture whi i
to be as fast as possible. hich is trying

Telecom service providers are jud ir abili i
_ : Judged first on their ability to provide
updlsturbed high speed data and second on the quality of thegcaﬁ. Such
high speed data download and upload may have a lot of benefits for the
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users but has also led to the proliferation of hate speech. Easily and readily
available internet connection has taken the cyberspace to a new level
where every member may become a cyber warrior if he/she desires.
Such possibilities has led to the suspension of mobile internet services
during emergency situations where hate speeches may lead to large scale
riots. Such connections also helps to organise mass gatherings with
intentions of causing public or government incovinience. Though hate
speeches may be effective at all speed levels , high speed connections
have been able to create an urgency never witnessed before.

One of the sites which has changed tremendously in the last few
decades would be speed. The rate of mobility has always been witnessing
an upward growth and has never looked back. No matter how much people
may complain about a fast life, life has become unimaginable without speed.
In fact, modemisation may be translated as nothing more than the perpetual
work towards getting things done in as less time as possible. Modern life
without high speed would be a nightmare. Time is today the unit after
which most management giants are running.politic of time, time
management and being short on time pervades every field of work- media,
politics or social spaces. Life is no longer living according to the clock, it is
living while keeping pace with the ever increasing acceleration. One who
fails to keep up with this pace, is thrown out of gear from this time
synchronized world. Such people would be pushed to the margins or have
to create temporal pockets, if their economic situation permits, and live a
life at their own speed.

In Physics speed is equal to distance travelled divided by time
taken. Speed is a measure of how quickly an object moves from one place
to another. While science may have a different take on time, time in the
social and cultural spaces has taken a different relative stand. Time is
power. Efficiency is to get things done in lesser time. But can this speed
be regulated or is it already out of control? How is this acceleration affecting
the social economic and cultural spaces in the last three decades? Though
such speeding up has started with the advent of industrialisation, the last
three decades has seen an acceleration which was never heards or felt
earlier. With the reach of media growing by leaps and bounds where it has
been able to impress upon every aspect of life, time and speed has taken
over a new meaning. It has not only affected our every day life but has
also altered our sense of morality.

High speed culture has created a state of perpetual emergency
where one is ever ready to act and act fast. A person is supposed to work
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with.military precision and perfection. Time may be experience differently
by dlﬂ‘er.ent people living in the same political or cultural space though it is
the s.patlal presence which has been given more preference in cultural
studles..The effect the time dimension on an industrial worker may not be
same with that of someone involved in domestic work though due to sharin

of space one may also be persuaded to follow the same urgency in timi

management- one of the main reason why experiences in the time
dimension need to be taken seriously.

The entry of capitalism into every nook an.
enables time to be bought and sold and El/so its ratg ::so tr: ;szst:::aﬁzzmy
the speed.it provides the capitalist with. Speed today is an obsessio o
never ending desire to be ahead of all others. A conditioning of the ca 'tz:::sat
society where speed is synonymous with progress or rather pro epl 1d
development is to be measured in terms of how much tirrrjle %121 Szan
consumed to get a job done. The time taken has been taken has a st: deeg
and other communities or cultures are marked/rated as compared !: a;
fastest available in that available time. While the driver who tallierseh' (i)t .
to the office on time may be paid a handsome salary, the maid helpi 'S OZ?
the household work may be paid less. The same m;y be said of tphmiWl
wife whose time is utilised is sparing time for other ‘working’ me eb OUS;
the family Yvhile her own time is not considered valuablegenoumhefrsq
does not bring any material benefits directly. The time of the h : off! t
may also be considered idle and available to be utilised b otheousevl\:l i
;:]onveni.?nce and often adjustable to the time of others 'l):h oy sucha
ousewife experience time would be quite dj .

by the ‘working’ members of the famil;/],Ulte <\ erent from th
time experience from a shared space.
Max Weber in his work Economy and Society states

e way sucha
. at experience
itmakes a fine example of different

The fully developed bureaucrati i
organizatifms exactly as does the macl:?;:\z?tﬁi;z:ﬁiz?ﬁgfl::iwlth ot:lner
of prod.uctlon.'Precis.ion, speed, unambiguity, knowl edge of files f;ln:ino les
discretion, unity, strict subordination, reduction of friction and,of m ltml'tyi
and personal costs- these are raised to the optimum point in th wwieth
bureaucratic administration. pointin the strictly
(Weber,1978:973)

Weber has given a close observation of the way the capitalist
society harps on the measurement of speed as the mark of efficiency of
the man or the machine. His observations remind us as of how speed has
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been linked with knowledge and progress.

Though the central force at present forces its way towards a
state where everything would be reduced to a flash of lightning, there are
also counter forces working at the margins which longs for the lost world.
The recent debate about the necessity of bullet trains in India achieved
new momentum after the tragic incident at Elphistone Station at Mumbai.
How justified is the use of bullet trains which would be much costlier, at
the cost of basic amenities which are yet to be fulfilled. It makes one
mediate over the availability of luxury of speed to only a small section of
the population.it can also be argued that the fast paced life which one is
able to enjoy as a luxury is actually at the cost of some others who may
have given up their own stock of time in endlessly repeating detached
labour. If this fast pace life is a privilege then time is acommodity which
can be exchanged. If modern life is a rat race then this race is won at the
cost of the others who could not win the race as they were not fast enough.

This paper tried to bring out the various nature of speed and how
it has changed our concepts of efficiency and morality. Though the advent
of the modern era has given rise to the desire to live the fast life in the
name of progress, last three decades has seen the uprising of the life of
perpetual emergency where everyone simply has little time to spare.
Whether high speed being a measurement of efficiency can be linked
with capitalism or Enlightenment is beyond the scope of this paper.
However, the paper had also tried to bring out the marginal forces which
has been trying to de-accelerate life. The advocates of deliunking speed
or rate of performance from its efficiency may not have a very strong
ground but if a time comes when speed would go beyond the control of
human beings then perhaps such voices would gather a larger base.
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Abstract

In this paper we have derived a new expression of the step length
a from the stopping criteria of the nonlinear conjugate gradient algorithms.
The convergence of the C.G method with the proposed ¢ has been
discussed.

Keywords : Conjugate Gradient method, Line search, stopping
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convergence.

Introduction :

Conjugate Gradient (C.G) methods comprise a class of
unconstrained optimization algorithms which are characterised by low
memory requirements and strong local and global convergence properties.
In the seminal 1952 paper [3] of Hestenes and Stiefel, the algorithm is
presented as an approach to solve symmetric, positive-definite linear
Systems.

. In this survey, we focus on conjugate gradient methods applied
to the linear unconstrained optimization problem
min{f(x):xe R"} (1.1)

.Where. I R"' ~> R isacontinuously differentiable function especially
if the dimension n is large. They are of the form

. X =X, tad, (1.2)
Where a, isastep size obtained by a line search and d, isthe search
direction botanised by

{_gksk=1
d =
-8 +pd, k=2 (1.3)
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Where f3, is a parameter and g, denotes V/(x,) where the g.radient
Vf(x,)of fat x, isarow vectorand g, isacolumn vector .leferer}t
C.G methods correspond to different choices for the scalar , .In this
case when f isaconvex quadratic function

f(x)= grx+%xTHx (1.9

It is known from (1.2) and (1.3) that only the step size ¢, and the
parameter f, remain to be determined in the definition of Conjugate
Gradient method. In this case that if f is a convex quadratic, the choice
of B3, should be such that the method (1.2)-(1.3) reduces to the linear
Conjugate Gradient method if the line search is exact namely

a, =argmin{f(x, +ad,);a >0} (1.5)
The conjugate gradient method is such that the conjugacy conditions
holds, namely d/Hd, =0, Vi#j (1.6)
Denote y,_, to be the gradient change, y,_, = 8, — 8- (1.7)

For general nonlinear functions, we know by the mean value theorem

that there exists some ¢ € (0,1) such that
a;ileyK-l = dkrvzf(xk—l +i1ay_dy ) (1,8)

Therefore it is reasonable to replace(1.6) with the following conjugacy
condition d y,, =0, (1.9)

Multiplying y, _, in(1.3)and using (1.9) we can deduce a formula for the
scalar f3, .
Hs _ &k Vi

‘ dkr—lyk-l (1.10)
This is so called HS formula, which was given by Hestenes and Stiefel
[3].In practical computation ,the HS method resembles the PRP method
(see [17] and [18] for the PRP method); both methods are generally
believed to be two of the most efficient conjugate gradient methods.
However, both the conjugacy conditions (1.6) and (1.9) depend on exact
line searches. In practical computation one normally carries out inexact
line searches instead of exact line searches. In the case when g;,,d, # 0 the
conjugacy conditions (1.6) and (1.9) may have some disadvantages(for
instance see [20]).Suppose we minimize the convex quadratic function
(1.4) on a subspace spanned by a set of mutually conjugate
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directions {d,.d,,............ .d, } .Suppose that the line search along  d, is
notexact,ieq, # a,' where a,' is the step length that solves (1.5). Then no
matter what line searches are used in the subsequent iterations, it is always
truethat (x,,, —x)" H(x,,-x)>a,, —a,d Hd, (1.11)

Where x’ =-H'g istheminimum of'the objective function(1.4).Hence
we see that the error left in the current iteration cannot be eliminated in
the subsequent iterations as long as the subsequent search directions
conjugate to the current search condition.

For non linear functions, different formulae for the parameter S, result
in different Conjugate Gradient methods and their properties can be
significantly different. To differentiate the linear Conjugate Gradient
method, sometimes we call the Conjugate Gradient method for
unconstrained optimization by nonlinear Conjugate Gradient method.
Meanwhile the parameter /3, is called Conjugate Gradient parameter.
The equivalence of the linear system to the minimization problem of
1x" Ax - b’ x Motivated Fletcher and Reeves to extend the linear
Conjugate Gradient method for nonlinear optimization. This work of
Fletcher and Reeves in 1964 not only opened the door of nonlinear C.G
Field but greatly stimulated the study of nonlinear optimization. In general
the nonlinear Conjugate Gradient method without restarts is only linearly
convergent(See Crowder and Wolfe[4]) while n-step quadratic
convergence rate can be established if the method is restarted along the

negative gradient every n-step.(See Cohen [5] and McCormick and
Ritter[6])

In 1964 the method has been extended to nonlinear problems by Fletcher
and Reeves][ 7], which is usually considered as the first nonlinear Conjugate
Gradient algorithm. Since then a large number of variations of Conjugate
Gradient algorithms have been suggested. A survey on their definition
including 40 nonlinear Conjugate Gradient al gorithms for unconstrained
optimizationis given by Andrei[8].Since the exact line search is usually
expensive and impractical the strong Wolfe line search is often consider
the implementation of the nonlinear Conjugate Gradient methods It aims
to find a step size satisfying the strong Wolfe conditions.

SO +ad,)—f(x%) Spakg:dk (1.5)
g%, +a,d,)'| <-0g]d, (1.6)

where 0<p<o<l.
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The strong Wolfe line search is often regarded as a suitable extension of
the exact line search since it reduces to the latter. If ¢ 1s equal to zero,
in practical computation a typical choice for o that controls the
inexactness of the line search is o =0.1.0n the otherhand general non
linear function ,one may be satisfy with a step size satisfying the standard
wolf conditions ,namely (1.5) and

g(x, +a,d,) d, >cgld, where 0< p<o <l (L7

Asis well known the standard Wolf line search is normally used in the
implementation of Quasi-Newton methods, another important class of
methods for unconstrained optimization. The work of Dai and Yuan
indicates that the use of standard Wolfe line search is possible in the
nonlinear Conjugate Gradient field. A requirement for an optimization
method to use the above line searches is that, the search direction d, must
have descent property namely

g,d, <0 (1.8)
For Conjugate Gradient method, by multiplying (1.3) with g, , we have
g:fldk =2l iy +ﬁkg:dk—l

Thus if the line search is exact, we have g/d, =-0g,[*
since g, d,_, = 0 .Consequently dk is descent provided g, # 0 .Inthis
paper we say that a Conjugate Gradient method is descent if (_1 : 8) holds
for all k and is sufficient descent if the sufficient descent condition

gld <-c0g,F

Holds for all k and some constant ¢>0.However we have to point out
that the borderlines between these Conjugate Gradient methods are not
strict.

If s, =x,,—x, and in the following y, = &1 — & ..Different
Conjugate Gradient algorithms corresponds to different choices for_ the
parameter f3, .Therefore a crucial element in any Conj ugate Grad_1ent
algorithm in the formula definition of any Conjugate Gradient algorithm
has very simple general structure as illustrated below.

Table:The prototype of conjugate gradient algorithm

Step1:Select the initial starting point x, € dom fand compute:

FORA Cozos
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Jo = f(x;)and g, = Vf(x,) .Set for example d, = —g, andk=0

Step2:Test a criterion for stopping the iteration. Forexample,
ifs0 g, [, < & , thenstop; otherwise continue with step 3.

Step 3:Determine the Step length o,

Step 4: Update the variablesas: x,,, = x, + a,d,

Compute f£,,, and

Compute y, =g,,,-g, ands, =x,,, —x,

Step 5:Determine S,

Step 6: Compute the search directionas: d,,, =-g,,, + 8,5,

Step 7: Restart criterion. For example if the restart criterion of Powell

lg[+lgk ' > 0’2 D gk+l Dz iS SatiSﬁeda then set dl;+| = —glr-b]
a,,Cd,_LC
Step 8: Compute the initial guess 'ﬁ‘ ,set k=k+1 and continue
k

with step 2.

This is a prototype of the Conjugate Gradient algorithm, but some
more sophisticated variants are also known
(CONM]N,SCALCGASCAIEG,ACGHES,ACGMSBC,CG_DESCENT).

These variants focus on the step length determination.

Objective : The main objective of this paper is to investigate the stopping
criteria of the general nonlinear functions taking an arbitrary initial search
direction although the convergence for general linear as well as nonlinear
functions with an initial search direction and a new conjugate direction for
general nonlinear function already exist. In this paper, we obtain a new
criteria for stopping the conjugate gradient iterations of the general nonlinear
functions taking an arbitary initial search direction and a new conjugate
gradient parameter as discussed by Sumit Saha and Biprajit Nath in [1]
and [2] respectively. Saha and Nath have taken the initial search direction

as d, = -8, +78, Instead of d, = -g,

T T
where y € (0,1) and B, = 18k Sk ;7(7 —1)8: 8i
% 81
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from [1] and [2] respectively.

d — {_gk+}’gk’k=0
Then k - _gk+yg+ﬂltdk—l, k=1

From the following stopping criteria for nonlinear conjugate gradient
algorithm, we get

a,gld, <e,|f(x,,) where|e =107

= & 1/ Gan)| where d, = (=g, +78,)+ Bidi
gil{(-g, +7g)+Bd.}

— e/ If(xk+l)l
gkr{(_gk +78)+ B4}

€/ |/ Coe)|
- —gl:Tgk +78:8 + B
€, If(xk+|)|
-1g;s,., ~ (7 -8l ] old
dy & o

-8 8 +78: & +(

T ol
where B, =(_tgksk-l —(r-1g, 8., ]where (>0

dkr 81
isascalar
— €, If(xk+l)|
- _tols  _(v=1e” )
_"gk "2 +}’"gk “2 +( tgk sk-l 7(7 )gk gk—l )(gz )de_l
Ay i
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- e/ |f(xk+l)
(r —l)llgkllz +1Ld,,

where L = [_tgkrsk—l _T(}’“l)gkrgk-l J(gkr)z
d, g,

From the above we can find a new expression for step length
determination where ||g, |" = g, &7

Convergence Analysis: From assumption 1.1 and 1.2, we have
|g|<BL <,

Also from the sufficient descent condition g/ d, < —c||g,

| Jholds for all
k and some constant ¢ > (

< Gf |f(xk+l)|
(r _l)llgk "2 +Ld,

From Iakl

The test fails when y = l1and ¢ =0 and converges when ; >
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Introduction
Industries play an important role in an economy. Industry is the
key element in the economic development of any country or region.
Industries give large scale employment, it increases the per capita income
of the people, it produces finished goods from the raw materials. A growing
industrial sector is crucial to greater economic development and
development of many areas in a country. With a variety of different
industrial sectors that feed off each other, a country develops significantly.
A well developed industrial sector covering various different areas is vital
to the economic development of a country. Cachar is a district of Assam.
It is situated between Longitude 92.15" and 93.15" East and Latitude
24.8" and 25.8" North. Cachar covers an area of 6,941.2 square kilometres
and the north it is bounded by North Cachar Hills (presently Dima Hasao
District) of Assam and Jaintia Hills of Meghalaya, on the east by Manipur
on the South by Mizoram and on the west by Tripura of the pre—British
period, there is very limited and scanty resources which throws light on
the industries of Cachar at that time. There was virtually no industries at
that time which is evident from the from the records of the medieval
period. The British occupied cachar in 1832, and set up a completely
different kind of administrative set up, and from there on we get a detailed
information of every industries in Cachar. The industries in Cachar needs
special mention because as the economy of cachar was mainly a agriculture
based economy, there were few people who were engaged in the industries
sector. Traditional like other districts of Assam Cachar is the home of
various indigenous industries which were run by the different communities
in Cachar and this is evident from various literary and historical sources.
After the British annexation of Cachar in 1832, the most commendable
innovation of the British rulers towards the economic development of
Cachar was the introduction of the Tea Industry. Although the tea industry
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was primarily intended to serve the commercial aspirations of the
C.om.pany’s government, but it completely changed the outlook of the
district, through a rapid socio-economic transformation. The British rulers
had to bring a large number of people from outside the district and the
state to work on the Tea gardens as few natives showed interest to work
on t.he tea estates. These in turn changed the social strata of Cachar
Besides the tea industry, there was weaving industry, silk industry. pot‘tery‘
bell n?eta] industry, blacksmithy, fishing industry etc. which need; speciai
mention. The weaving industry and silk industry were a major industries
in the district, though spinning and weaving was not practised universally
as home based industry in Cachar as it is in Assam valley. The other
important cottage industries were bell metal industry, blacksmithy, pottery.
brasssmithy etc. Besides, all these industries, there were small m;mber o%
people who were engaged in saw mills, making tea boxes for the tea
gardens, mustard oil was grinded by the ordinary bullock pulled mills and
by the telis (the professional bengalee oil grinding caste), some families
were c?ngaged in bakery, trunks and suitcases making, Tl;ere were small
inhabitants of Cachar manufactured salt from the brine springs which
they used for their domestic use and some of the production they exported

to the neighbouring areas. The Cachari Raja used to get a portion of the
revenue from the production of the brine springs.
Industries in Cachar -

The economy of Cachar was a backward one from the time of
the Mughals. There are references of economy of Sylhet and Cachar in
Ain-i-Akbari. From that account we find that from Cachar and Sylhet
pres?nts were sent to Agra and Delhi namely slaves, elephant hides, ivory
and ivory products. After the death of Raja Govinda Chandra éachar
pas§ed away into British hands in 1832. The economy of Caéhar was
fnamly. a agriculturel based economy. There were few indigenous
mdustrles. in Cachar, except the Tea industry which was newly estailished
by the Brtish in the district in 1855. There were various indigenous industries
sucl? as weaving industry, silk industry, blacksmithy, pottery, bell metal
fishing etc. There were also some small section og peoplesengaged il;
goldsmithy, silversmithy and brasssmithy. Some natives used to
manufa}cture salt from the brine springs. The craftsmen in all these
mc.lustr.les formed themselves into professional castes. but all of them were
primari ly agriculturists. During the off season, they c:)uld indulge in other
activities and profession. But the products they manufacture were sufficient
for local consumption.

The Jogi caste of Hindu represented the weaving industry and
they were the original weavers of Cachar, but in the 19% century they
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gave up their profession, because they could not compete with the clothes
of Manchester. The Manipuris are famous for their weaving, and some of
their notable products are khesh, fanek, pelei and gamosa. Other
communities like Kacharis, Nagas and Mikirs also used to weave. The
Kuki Pal and curtains knitted by the Kuki and Naga women were also
popular among all sections of people.

Rearing of silk was done by the Dimasas both in the hills and in the plains
of Cachar, but the clothes manufactured by them were generally intended
for personal use and very little came to the markets. Two varieties of silk
namely Pat, Eri or Endi are chiefly produced in Cachar. Rearing of silk
was also done by the Manipuri, Bengalee and Kachari communities. The
first two rear pat cocoons while the latter rear eri cocoons.

The Potters of Cachar i,e the ‘Kumars’ the separate potter caste, used
glutinous clay and the articles manufactured were cooking pots, water
jars, plates, cups and lamps. Some potters used to make only images of
gods and goddesses. But the pottery was however inferior in quality than
that imported from Bengal.

Blacksmithy is a small industry in Cachar and associated mainly with
agricultural economy. Knives, axes, hoes and such equipment were
manufactured in a small quantity by the blacksmiths.

The Bell metal utensils were mostly prepared by the Manipuris. The main
articles manufactured by the artisans out of brass and bell are small flattish
bowls, jars of different sizes for holding water, basins, spoons and lime
boxes, cooking vessels and scymbals respectively.

The Bamboo and Cane industry is mainly a household industry and occupies
a important place among the handicrafts of Cachar. The making of bamboo
products is mainly a rural industry, as it is commonly pursued by the
agriculturists in their spare time as a subsidiary occupation. Cachar has
an all time reputation in Cane industry.

The Gold and Silver smithy industry is mainly concentrated in urban and
semi urban areas. The workers engaged in this industry are all males and
the busy season of this industry starts from December and lasts up to
April. During this period demand for ornaments increases because of
marriages and other ceremonies.

Lac was produced only in North Cachar and reared by the tribesmen.
The Marwari merchants collected the products and exported them in crude
form.

The fishing industry was not of a great importance to the locals of Cachar
and it was largely in the hands of the Mahimals or Kaivartas and the Dom
Patnis from Sylhet. The fisheris of Cachar are divided into two main
classes, the Barak. The Ghagra, the Sonai Rukni, the Chiri and the 36
more of the larger and more important fisheries.
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The Tea Industry played a vital role in the economy of Cachar. In Cachar
Tea was first discovered in 1855 and in the following year the first Tea
Garden in Cachar was opened. There were three varieties of tea plants in
Cachar, i) the indigenous, ii) the china and iii) the hybrid. The Tea gardens
rapidly expanded in Cachar and many Europeans started Tea gardens to
make huge profit. The British have to import large number of labourers
from. outside to work on the gardens as the native Bengalees did not show
any interest in working in the Tea Gardens.

Apart from tea the only factories in which European capital is invested

are the Lakhipur Saw mills at Phulertal and the Barak Saw mills at
Sonaimukh. The first one had an average labour force of 127 in 1904 and
the second one had 80. The grinding of Mustard oil was done outside the
town of Silchar by the Telis (professional oil grinding caste) and by bullock
pulled mills. In some rural areas some families made Chira, Muri, Koi as
a part time occupation and some were engaged bakery, trunks and suitcases
making and candles making.
The craftsmen in the industries of Cachar were all primarily agriculturists.
The Manipuris, the Nagas, the Kacharis and the Natives Bengalees
particularly the Jogis formed the weaving caste. But the number of
professional weaver in Cachar was very small. The Manipuris amd
Bengalees reared silk and were engaged in other industries also. The
craftsmen in the industries were very small in number. Only a small section
of the population were engaged in the industries mentioned above. After
the establishment of Tea Industry in Cachar, the British had to bring a
huge number of labourers from outside. The following Census will show
the number of people engaged in the industries in Cachar.

Census Workers and Workers and | Pressers Making
year sellers of sellers of and sellers | and selling
bell metal etc Iron work of oil of pottery
1891 76 479 181 1,003
1901 80 505 68 647

An atterr{pt l"IaS been made to find out the different categories of people
engaged in different industries as well as the impact of those industries on
the economy of Barak Valley.
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The above table shows the number of persons in the Cachar plains who
returned these various as their means of livelihood at the census of 1891
and 1901 except Tea.

Conclusion
Though the economy of Cachar was mainly an agriculture based economy,

industries played a significant role throughout the colonial period. Industries
gave subsidiary occupation to the people who were basically agriculturists.
The Industries gave employment to the people. The Industries of Cachar
gave full time occupation to the skilled artisans besides giving the tillers of
the soil a part time occupation in the industries during the off season. The
discovery of tea in Cachar and the subsequent growth and development
of Tea Industry in Cachar revolutionised the economy of Cachar. The
Tea Industry gave a large number of employment to the people. Besides
giving the people of district direct employment in the tea plantation, it
indirectly boosted the other cottage industries namely the bamboo and
cane industry etc. Many people working in the bamboo and cane industry
were helped by the tea industry as, large number of tea boxes and baskets
have to be supplied by the bamboo and cane industry. The growth and
development of Tea industry in Cachar led to the colonisation of the
economy.

The development of Tea gardens in Cachar led to a great change in the
social strata of the district as there were large number of people were
brought from outside the district. The educated people got employed in
the Tea gardens as clerk and medical practitioners. Besides, the flourishing
of Tea Industry, side by side other cottage industries also existed. Prominent
among them were weaving, silk industry, pottery, blacksmithy etc. There
were also some small industries which gave livelihood to the people were
saw mills, fishing, goldsmiths etc. The people engaged in these industries
were native, as well as immigrants who came from East Bengal and

settled there.
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Introduction :

A well understood but poorly expressed reality of development
is the role of women. Although women constitute about half of human
resource, their condition in this 21% century still remain worse off. The
socio-economic condition of women especially in the third world countries
is quite disappointing and if we see the same in rural areas, it is awfully
poor. In work, employment, earnings, education, health status and
decision making, there is a clear differentiation between male and female
entitlements. There has been an increasing realization and recognition
that emancipation of women is absolutely essential for societal, national
and global development. Further, the success of development efforts
depends on the fruits of development reaching men and women. Keeping
in view the importance of women emancipation, the present paper tries
to study the female workforce participation in the study area. The study
is based on secondary data.

The female workforce participation means the rate of percentage
of female engaged in the total working population of a state or country.
Female work force participation and access to decent work are
important and necessary elements of an inclusive and sustainable
development process. The participation of women in the labour market
varies greatly across countries, reflecting differences in economic
development, education level, fertility rates, access to childcare and other
supportive services and, ultimately, social norms. For this reason,
participation rates vary considerably across the world with some of the
Jowest rates witnessed in South Asia.
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Review of Literature:

Women’s employment is a critical factor in their progression
towards economic independence and is also considered as an indicator
of tl}e?r overall status in society (Mammen and Paxson, 2008). Women’s
part1c1pati9n in employment can help in reduce gender inequality, thereby
empowering women and contributing to their capacity to exert choice
and decision-making power and agency in key domains of their lives
(Desai and Jain, 1994; Kabeer, 2012). Female faces so many problems
and barriers to participate in works. Andrew Morrison (2007) opined
that the potential barriers to female labour force participation are education
levels, time burden of domestic responsibilities, wage gaps (dynamic
disincentive), discrimination in other markets (land, credit) and culture.
Beth Anne Shelton (1980) analysed that paid work and household
responsibilities not only impact on each other but also creates conflict.
That is time spent in one sphere means less time spent in the other and
hence some of the demands of paid labour or household labour must go
unaddressed. Sobha (2001) pointed out that mainly rural women
depending on agriculture belonged to backward classes and their

_economic position is not good. Caste plays a dominant role to provide
employment of women as agricultural labour belong to lower caste and
the upper caste women supervise the work in own farming to other women
engaged as wage labour. Socio-economic conditions play a dominant
role on women. Dogra (2002) discussed about women farm workers
which is basically in unorganised sector. He pointed out that women
farm workers are generally the double victims of class based exploitation
and gender based discrimination. Due to their economically precarious
conQition they generally agree to work at very low wages for sheer
subms’fence. Thangamani and Uma Rani (2005) pointed out that women
are facing so many problems in agriculture like mechanisation has affected
women by reducing the demand for employment in peak season. Poor
access to financial services, lack of mobility and time, lack of education
and lack of incentives, low status and rigid traditional and social norms
and he.avy work load is carried by women in agriculture. Hence, they
are fam.ng so many problems when compared to men. Jaiswal and Singh
(1985) inastudy observed that the economic conditions of women labour
were very pitiable. Their socio-economic status in the rural community is
the -lowest. The hours of work were not fixed. Even during maternity
period, women labours were compelled to work. The wage rates paid
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were also low as compared to the male workers for the same job. Patel
(1979) found in study that technological progress has the dual effect of
widening women’s employment opportunities and at the same time
pushing them into less skilled and less mechanised occupations. Desai
(1984) conducted a study on “Economic Opportunities in Women™.
Managing the dual roles of homemaker and work. posed serious
problems to women in regions other than large cities, where they got no
help of supportive services such as day care, community creche, foster
day care etc. Their difficulties got further accentuated when they had to
commute from long distances. Under these circumstances the traditional
pattern of mutual help by in-laws, friends and neighbours were found
extremely helpful whenever possible. However, it was not always
available. Singh K.P. (1972) says that among women who were working
out of utter economic necessity, majority were dissatisfied with the time
they spend with their children and the time they allocate to their home.
Sinha (2005) in a study found that female labour force participation is
relatively higher in non-agricultural activities. The study observed that
the absence of opportunities for non-agricultural employment, institutional
biases could be the possible causes for low rural female work participation
rate in the study area.
Analysis of Data :

India ranked low at 108" position out of 144 countries in Global
Gender Gap Index 2017 released as part of World Economic Forum’s
(WEF) Global Gender Gap report 2017. India slipped 21 places
compared to 87" rank last year. India ranks abysmally low in terms of
economic participation of women. The World Economic Forum ranked
India at 139 out of 144 countries in 2017 in economic participation of
women and in case of women health and survival, India ranked at 141
out of 144 countries in 2017. India has amongst the lowest women’s
labour force participation rates (LFPR) in the world. Not only women’s
participation rate is low, but has been showing a declining trend. Women’s
LFPR dropped from 31.2 percent in 2011-12 to 27.4 percent in 2015-
16 (ILO, 2017). The World Bank in its India Development Report (May,
2017) said the country had one of the lowest female participation in the
workforce, ranking 120* among 131 countries for which data was
available.

Barak Valley comprised of three districts namely Cachar,
Karimgang and Hailakandi of the state Assam. The economy of the Barak
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Valley is basically agrarian. The valley’s position in respect of
industrialization is not satisfactory. The available cheap, skilled and semi-
skilled manpower of the valley can be profitably used by undertaking
productive investment in the valley. The absence of proper employment
opportunities has made the valley a favorite place for brain drain. Total
number of population of the valley as per 2011 census is 36, 12,581.
Out of which total female population is 17, 66,477 i.e. 48.90 percent of
total population of the valley.

Table—1
Trend of Sex Ratio Since 1991 to 2011
(Female Sex Ratio per 1000 Male)

Place 1991 2001 2011
Cachar 932 945 959
Karimganj 946 947 963
Hailakandi 929 935 951
Assam 923 935 958

Source: Office of the Registrar General, India

The valley showing positive trend in sex composition. This is a
good sign indicating positive thinking of the people towards girl child.
The sex composition of the valley is better than Assam and all India
average.

Table -2

Trend of Female Literacy Since 1991 to 2011 (In Percentage)
Place 1991 2001 2011
Cachar 39.55 59.41 73.68
Karimganj 35.87 57.28 72.09
Hailakandi 32.47 50.46 67.60
Assam 43.7 54.61 66.27
India 39.2 53.6 65.4

Source: Office of the Registrar General, India

Literacy is akey to the overall development of a person and for
development of a nation. Barak Valley showing a good trend in terms of
female literacy and the rate is better than Assam and all India average

although a big percentage i.e. more than 25 percent of the female are yet
to be literate in the valley.
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Table -3
Trend of Female Workforce Participation since 1991 to 2011
(Combined urban and rural percentage) (Percentage to total female

population)

Place | Total Workers | Main Workers |Marginal Workers| Non Workers
1991 | 2001 | 2011{1991 | 2001 | 2001 | 1991 2001 | 2011 | 1991 | 2001 | 2011
Cachar | 13.1 (136 [163[93 | 75 | 89 | 38 | 61 | 74 |89 | 84 |837
Karimganj [ 86 | 119 [132 |52 | 53 | 62 | 34 | 66 | 70 {914 | 881 | 83
Hailakandi {120 [ 165 | 13.5| 78 | 81 | 74 | 42 | 84 | 61 | 880 | 835|865
Assam 216|208 | 225|126 | 97 |11 | 90 |11 |12 | 784|792 | 75
India |220]256 |255(16 {15 |15 |6 |1 |10 |780]|744 |45

Source: Office of the Registrar General, India

The female work participation rate is very low not only in the

valley but also in Assam and in the country as a whole. This is clearly
reflecting the weak position of female in the country and in the region.
Although there is slight improvement of the trend of female workforce
participation rate in mentioned period but in recent years the rate is falling
in the country which is a serious cause for concern. The position of Barak
valley in terms of female workforce participation is worse. The position
of the valley is much below than Assam and all India average.
Another important fact is that out of total female workforce, the rise of
marginal workers is more than main workers showing the weak position
of female in workforce participation as main workers. Most important
fact is that in a country where more than 75 percent female are non
workers how can we expect the emancipation of women. The picture is
much worst in the valley where more than 85 percent female are non
workers.

Conclusion :

Low and fall of female workforce participation in recent years in
the country is a cause for concemn. Overall unemployment in the country
is supporting the fact that the country is getting unable to address the
unemployment problem properly. There may be several causes of low
female workforce participation both from demand and supply-side. In the
demand side there is lack of employment opportunities and access to
facilities and resources to start economic activity and in the supply side
there is inefficiency like lack of technical and vocational education, skill
and also several social issues involved to start economic activity for female.
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Female faces so many problems and barriers to participate in works.
Low level of education, time burden of domestic responsibilities, wage
£aps, poor access to financial services, lack of mobility, low status and
.ngid traditional and social norms etc are responsible for their weak position
in workforce participation. It is necessary to create a good and decent
wo.rk. environment to encourage females to participate in economic
activity. The participation of women in economic activity varies greatly
across countries and regions reflecting differences in socio-economic
conditions. Therefore, intensive study is necessary to explore the main
causes of this low workforce participation of female from demand and
supply side to raise the FWPR in Barak Valley for emancipation of women
and development of the nation.
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ABSTRACT

Allama Anwar Shah Kashmiri was one of the most dynamic and
distinguished scholars in Islamic history. He stood tall across the entire
Islamic and the Arab World with his supreme faith in Islamic works and
reforms. His personality was likened to the still sea whose bottom is rich
with pearls. He was very well-known for his unmatchable memory, broad
knowledge and extensive reading.

Shah Sahib’s vision, mission, determination, devotion in
introducing the essence of Islam to the new generation are diverse. His
works entice all new generation students of Islamic history and literature
across nations to reform them and serves as a catalyst in Islamic ethics,
manners and visions of a modern Islamic world. There are aspects in his
diverse personality, which demand scholarly debate and close scrutiny
and need an objective assessment. In this brief paper efforts will be
made to highlight the versatile persona in an objective manner and
eloquent style.

Keywords- Imam Gazzali, Allama Byhagi, versatile persona, Shykhul
Hadith.

Introduction -

During the twentieth century, India produced great Islamic theologians,
interpreters of the Quran, scholars of hadiths, Islamic Jurists, historians,
propagators of the faith, social reformers and educationists, but one
cannot name another Islamic scholar who, like Shah Sahib, for decades,
enjoyed universal respect, and who was accepted even by the non-
Muslims, at the highest level, as the legitimate spokesman for the concems
and aspirations of the entire community.

Shah Sahib was one of the leading figures and unparallel authority
in the field of Quranic Sciences and hadith literature. As a theologian,
social reformer and author he contributed many essential elements relating
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to diverse areas of Islamic knowledge to the Muslims of undivided India
and to the world as a whole. His writings and speeches were of high
standard but could be understood easily by the common people. In case
gf personality, standard of writings, elocution and in rhetorical beauty, he
is matchless among his contemporaries. The stories of people dese;'ve
to bfe studied deeply in order to derive proper benefit from them. Shah
Sahib had an exalted moral character and a contended look. His memory
power was peerless. He was known as the lord of the researchers and
nvestigators, Imam Gazzali of the era, Allama Byhagqi of the time and the
master of excellence.

Life in brief and death -

. Shah Sahib was born in Kashmir on 16 October 1875. He
recenyed basic education from his father and the scholars of Hazarah
Province. .Later he got admission in Darul Uloom Deobond, UP and
graduated in1986. After graduation, he taught for sometime as a teacher
m, Ma<.irassa Aminia, Delhi. In 1903, he opened a Madrassa, Faiz e
A am, in Kashmir. Then he continued to work as a teacher and Shykhul
Hadith in Darul Uloom Deobond for the rest of his life.

. . In '. 1927, the Majlise Ilm, an educational Academy, was opened
in I?Clhl !)mnarily to publish Shah Sahib’s writing on Islam. Among other
topics, his books discussed Quran, metaphysics, the fundamental beliefs
of Islam, ﬁgh, zoology, politics etc. Shah Sahib also wrote poetry and
oﬂet} put his scholarly writings in that form. In addition to those works
pul?llshed in his lifetime and after, there were as many as 2007 number of
articles and manuscripts which had not yet been published. He had such
amemory that he could remember whatever he read. and could well
recollect them in toto even after thirty years. ’
b In the Indian sub- continent where Shah Sahib was born and
alrlzd,gaz ge;era] cor.xdjtions were appalling, Political instability prevailed
y €0 Insecurity was nfc-f. He resolved to dedicate his entire life in
the service of hl‘S religion. In his teachings and writings he tried to dispel
w:s r?;scqnceptlor}s that peol?le h.ad about Islam. His primary objective
e unify Musllms and to inspire them with a sense of discipline. His

1 rary contributions brought about far reaching consequences and left a
deep impression upon Muslims.

Shah Sahib had an insatiable thirst for knowledge and as a result
sources of knowledge. Examples of his reverence and respect
profession and books of knowledge are many. It was due to this

for the
for his
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reverence and respect on his part that he was granted vast knowledge in
all Islamic sciences and was distinguished as the greatest scholar of his
age. He himself wrote, “After the age of seven, I have not touched any
book of religious knowledge except that I was in the state of ablution™.

Shah Sahib’s powerful pen and speech effectively uphold
educational and social reforms. He approached influential people and
leaders individually to remind them to serve the country and contribute
to its progress and prosperity. His approach was simple and clear and
was purely based on welfare for all. That is why he was respected by
leaders of different communities and affiliations and they all saw himas a
sincere, honest and kind hearted person.

Shah Sahib was a vast tree laden with flowers from the original
garden of Islam. His academic models belonged to the early days of
Islam as Syed Ataullah Bukhari has said, “The caravan of the Sahaba
was trekking and Kashmiri was a follower of the same”. He was the
teacher of the teachers and was the storehouse of Islamic knowledge.
The universal message of Islam has always produced individuals who
are totally devoted to the Islamic cause and spend their entire lives serving
Allah’s mission on Earth. This illustrious son of the soil went to meet the
Almighty Allah at the age of 58, in May 28, 1933 and was laid to eternal
rest in Deobond.

Epilogue

The sad demise of this great scholar and saint of Islam was widely
condoled all across the globe and especially in India. The ulama of Darul
Uloom Deobond considered themselves as orphans without Shah Sahib
beside them. They confessed that they will answer the questions of public,
but who will resolve the conflicting and complex issues posed by them?
The life of Shah Sahib is certainly full of examples and lessons for us.
May Allah give us the ability to follow the beloved of Allah and those
who coloured themselves with his beautiful precepts and examples. He
is no more with us. But his contributions will always inspire us to follow

his footsteps.

3k % % %k
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ABSTRACT

Emily Bronte’s classic work “Wauthering Heights” reveals
the dirty reality of the prevailing class conditions in a typical Victorian
society. The paper analyses the mind set of the Victorian people and thier
ill- treatment towards someone socially inferior to them.The analysis is
done with reference to Heathcliff and shows the cruelty inflicted on him
due to his inferiority in the social hierarchy which gradually leads to his
transformation from a passionate lover to a transfigured beast.

Although the reign of Queen Victorian was marked as an
extensive period of prosperity and saw numerous developments that
shaped the culture and society of the time,it still could not find its way out
of the evils of the social class conflicts. John Fowles in his famous novel
“The French Lieutenant s Women "(1969) scrutinized the whole age
and along with pointing out the other hypocrisies that surrounded the age
also provided a clear vision of the influence of class structure in the
Victorian society. Besides, the works of many other Victorean writers
like Charles Dickens, Jane Austen, Thomas Hardy, Charlotte Bronte etc
dealt with themes that brought to light the prevalent concerns of the
society regarding the issues of class consciousness.

In Dickens “ Great Expectations™, there was an episode
when Mrs Havisham beckoned Estella to play cards with Pip, but she
complained saying “ With this boy! Why he is acommon laboring boy!”
This reflected how class difference stood as a barrier in matters of
friendship, love, respect and other such values.

Although love and revenge were the dominant themes in
“ Wuthering Heights™, Bronte made a distinct impression of evils of
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class differences through out the novel. Based on the different
classifications of judging one’s social status, there were three main social
divisions- elite Class, middle Class and working Class. Therefore, in the
novel the Linton’s were the most elite family and ‘Thrushcross Grange’
was superior property to ‘ Wuthering Heights’. Although ¢ Wuthering
Heights’ was a farm house, the Earnshaw’s were not member of the
working class, because they were landowners who had servants. Nelly,
a servant of the Earnshaw’s represented the lower middle class- those
who worked non- manual labours. Servants were superior to manual
labourers. Thus, raised as an orphan Heathcliff did not seem to belong
to any to these social positions, as a result of which he was treated as an
outcaste and became an object of abhorrence and neglect.

Old Earnshaw’s adopting Heathcliff as a member of his family
was something unexpected in a society so bound in the prejudices of
class conventions. Even Nelly’s attitude towards Heathcliff was unpleasant
as she considered him as someone who stood even below her standards
in the class set up of the society.He was reffered to as ‘it’ as if he was a
thing, rather than a child and Mrs Earnshaw was ever ready to send him
out.

“ They entirely refused to have it in the bed with them, or even in
theroom ... soNelly put it on the landing of the stairs hoping it might be
gone on the morrow”,

Heathcliff was not even reffered to with a proper name. Rather
he was called a ‘gypsy” or a ‘cuc koo’ which highlighted his demeaning
position in the family. However, in his miserable plight, the highestamount
of cruelty came in the form of Hindley who had not left any stones untumned
to make a hell of his life. After the death of old Earnshaw, Hindley, the
new head of the family, started his torturous treatment towards Heathcliff
and even denied him education which implied that he was trying to force
him back to his previous station as a servant. Terry Eagleton asserted in
his “Myth of Power” that Heathcliffis “ robbed of liberty in two antithetical
ways: exploited asa servant on the one hand, allowed to run wild on the
other.”

For Catherine,on the other hand, spending time outside with
Heathcliff was more a window of opportunity to explore freedom from
conventions . She befriended Heathcliff and the two became intimate
friends. However,a permanent wedge in devoloped in their relationship
when Catherine’s returned from ‘Thrushcross Grange’ after being
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attacked by their dogs. The once ‘wild hatless little savage’, Catherine
had now turned into a sophisticated well behaved, elegant young lady.
Although, she called for Heathcliff as soon as she came back and went
on to kiss him, she started laughing at his rough, shabby appearance and
was more worried about her dress than her friend’s feelings. Even more
surprising is the fact that she could not comprehend why he got upset
when she had called him *so dirty’

I:ater the two Linton’s- Isabella and Edgar were invited to
“Wuthering Heights’ with the condition that the two children must be
kept. carefully away from Heathcliff. Heathcliff, on the otherhand, dressed
up tidily for Catherine. But unfortunately, Hindley, even on seeing him
neat and tidy, was inconsiderate towards him and he pushed him away
saying that Heathcliff’s manners were not fit for company. He was also
purmhated by Edgar and when he reacted to the humiliation he gotlocked
into the bedroom without any Christmas dinner.

In the novel, Catherine was caught in a strugele in
between Heathcliff and her desire to seizegthe opportur%j%)llet::ai};o:ai‘t lﬁ
a wealthier lifestyle and embrace the genteel values of the Linton’s.
Event.ually, when she got the marriage proposal from Egdar she accepted
1t against her true feelings and in this way deceived both Heathcliff and
Edgar. She §onfessed to Nelly that her acceptance had a bearing on
Edgar’s social status and the comforts he could supply her with. She
also blamed her brother for bringing up Heathcliff so low that it would
degrade per to marry him. Therefore, she said, “...did it never strike
you that 1f. Heathcliff and I married, we should be beggars? Whereas, if
I'marry Linton, I can aid Heathcliff to rise and place him out of my
brother’s power.”

Catpf:ﬁne naively considers that if she married Edgar she could
use her position to assist Heathcliff. Patricia Ingham in “The Brontes”
stated that “ the source ofhisloss. . . is not a lack of feeling for him on
h'er part but the difference in class between Edgar and himself, to marry
him would declass or degrade Catherine.” The true motive of her marriage
was not love but greed for social status.However, she had convinced
herself that her reasons were not purely selfish as she had the plan to
help Heathcliffin elevating his social status by using the wealth she would
acquire by marrying Linton.

When Heathcliff, after his prolonged exile, returned as a
respectable looking man with power and money, he destabilized the rigid
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class difference. Hindley now was indebted towards Heathcliff, who
had became the new owner of ‘Wuthering Heights’ . Thus, began
Heathcliff’s revenge policies, the first step of which was to deprive
Hindley’s son Hareton of education, which ensured Haretons’ getting
reduced to the level of a common uneducated laborer. Heathcliff further
went on encourage Isabella’s infatuation for him and later eloped with
her with no other reason than to hurt Edgar.

Even though Heathcliffhad now elevated his social position Edgar
still couldn’t conceal his abhorrence towards ‘the gipsy- the plough
boy’ and considered him unfit to be a part of acceptable society. The
feeling that both Catherine and Heathcliff shared for Heathcliff, the
common laborer, caused them to loose the favour of their respective
brothers. Hindley and Edgar could not accept the choices that their sisters
made by going against the social hierarchy and therefore withdrew their
love.

Heathcliff’s diabolic nature was the result of the social
circumstances that he was a part of. It was only when he saw a
resemblance of Catherine in Hareton, he underwent a sort of redemption
and tried to change himself into a decent person. He had reached the
climax of his ill-doing in a nervous breakdown. He died having starved
himself to death with the belief that he would join Catherine in death.
Therefore, it makes sense that Heathcliff’s revenge is tied directly to the
novel’s prevailing class issues.
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