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. FOREWORD

It is a fond privilege on my part to write the Foreword to
the first issue of “EDUSEARCH" (A Bi-lingual Multi Disciplinary
National Level Annual Research Journal), the publication of which
will surely be a landmark in the history of development of
Nabinchandra College as an institution of higher education.

Starting its humble journey in 1969 with only Arts stream in
arented godown, Nabinchandra College, Badarpur, has marched
a long way. Standing in its own land with its beautiful look in
the heart of the small town Badarpur in the parliamentary (SC)
Constituency - 01 Karimganj, it is now offering Arts, Commerce
and Science courses both in H.S and undergraduate level in this
vast socio-economically backward area. The College has also
been offering different Master Degree courses through distance
mode under IDOL (G.U) and IGNOU. It has also strong N.C.C. and
NSS units, which have been successfully involving students to
extra curricular ang social activities. In games and sports also the
College has achieved remarkable progress within its limited scope.
It has also been helping students for getting placement by giving
coac.hing under UGC sponsored Coaching Centre for Entry in
: Se.rw.ce. Still the College has ‘miles to go’in its process of career
b.ulldlng and man-making. And this we hope to achieve with the
Sincerity and devotion of the faculty, staff, students, and man-
agement and with the constant support of the localities well
Wishers and government agencies. '

o is rg:;ong the 'hél.lmarks of an. institL.Jtion of higher education
thatrosen: ;rch .ac.:t'lvutles and the qlssemlnation of the products of
fourmat ‘EDUasc;‘Ames tl?r.ough publication, particularly in a research
aim an&i obiot RCH |§ a. huml?le effort towards this end. The
oy to Jective of publlshu?g .thls multidisciplinary journal is not

¥ 10 spread research activities but to stimulate participation

in such activity and exchange of ideas by a broad section of
interested scholars.

A journal is also a tool that can be used to promote an
institution of higher education nationally and internatibnally also. It
can also be used to attract researchers and scholars, potential
faculty and students and, over all, to raise the public perception of
the institution. The journal is the organ through which college
faculty’'s expertise and opinion can be shared with wider
community of the nation and the world. The existence of viable
academic journal can also enhance the academic profile of the
college. '

Publishing a journal particularly for the first time, by a
college is not without its challenges. In the field of publication

. Nabinchandra College, till today, has the experience of publishing

only two seminar proceedings : (1) Proceedings of U.G.C.
Sponsored étate Level Seminar on “Teaching-Learning of
Language and Literature” Published in 2008 and (2) Proceedings
of NAAC Sponsored National Seminar on “Quality of Higher
Education” which is ready for publication now. Other than this, the
college has been regularly publishing its yearly magazine
“NABINJYOTI” mainly with the writings of the students of the
college. On behalf of the Nabinchandra College family, | thank and
congratulate the Research Cell, the Editorial Board, the con-
tributors, the Management and all who supported the process of
bringing out the Journal. | conclude with the cherished hope that
the journal “EDUSEARCH" shall come out every year and contrib-
ute a lot in the field of research activities.

_ Dr. Mortuja Hussain
Principal
N.C. College, Badarpur
e .
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EDITORIAL

The first issue of EDUSEARCH is enriched 'with articles from the
faculties of Arts, Science and Commerce. These articles are the

research findings conducted by the teachers and the librarian of
N.C. College, Badarpur.

The problem affecting the efficiency of commercial banks and
the factors that enhance the efficiency are dealt in ‘Profitability
and Productivity of Commercial Banks: The Conceptual
Framework.’ ‘Bio-Diversity and Agriculture : A Look into India with
P.articular Reference to North Eastern Region’ not only defines
bio-diversity but also brings out in precise terms the relationship
between_ bio-diversity and agriculture. It also throws light on the
factors that lead to the neglect of bio-diversity in India and how
Sustainable agriculture can help in preserving bio-diversity. A
§olmion tothe age long problem related to syllabification as found
M various dictionaries has been considere in the article ‘The
 Syllable: Structure ang Solutions to Boundary Dispute’. Solutions
to this problem are suggested. A proper understanding of the
structure of the syllable can easily do away with all problems
goncerning boundary dispute. Some dictionaries, at least, have
taken note of the suggestions and made necessary corrections in
these dictionaries. ‘Agricultural Marketing and its Practices in
North-E.ast India’ highlights the fact that agriculture has
Predominance over industry in India. It also examines one of the
‘:;Ls::s:fotf::‘ farn?e.r;s getting insufficient price for their products
Growth in e activities of the middlemen. The artick? on ‘Inclusive
the possi orth-Eastern Region: A Dream or Reality’ considers
ity of equal opportunities and services in Indian societies

arti i
p mcu.larly In North-Eastern region. It also emphasizes the need
for an inclusive develop

Society ° ment for all the vulnerable section of the
k°°|e.Y- Inventory-Who Needs it 7' enumerates the reason for
egpmg a supp!y of inventory and examines the system

parameters. The article on ‘Collection, Development of
Nabinchandra College Library in the Digital Era analyses all round
activities such as selection procurement, catalogue, maintenance
and circulation. Any one intending to extend the frontier of
knowledge through research has to first think of a suitable topic
for research. What considerations help in choosing such a topic
are elaborated in ‘Essential Considerations for Choosing a Topic
of Research’. The importance given to environment and ecological
system in Islam is brought to light in the article, ‘Environmental
Protection is a Worship for a Muslim’. In ‘Colonizing thc? Bard:
The English Othelio and the Indian Omkara', Pragati Dutta
expresses the view that though Omkara, presented in Indian .cult'ural
context, has variations with regard to script and characterization,
it shares the universality of theme. Various methods like grammar
translation method, direct method, audio-lingual method.etc. that
have been used in teaching and learning language ar.md literature
have been discussed in ‘iImportance of Translatlfan in Teaching
and Learning of Literature.' The merits of translation method are

considered at length.

gali have something in common.
s of victimization of women owing

to male domination in Indian Society. These amclei b;';"gr;:tdth;
pathetic plight of women. The women of the pas ,in I:dia The
freedom and education, were 8 symbol of suffel'";gthe Chri.stian
contribution of Vidyasagar, Ram MOh.an Roy arl1 dged
Missionaries in educating the women 1S acknowleeo=

will bring out
It is hoped that the coming issues oﬁ-rEnli)tgdS Eﬁﬁf :'ea of rsegarch
research articles which will be more | .
but extensive and exhaustive in the treatmintr‘i)zf;:et:fo Ir::ot\:‘l?etczgz
readers get interest and insight anc.l tha; o: EDUSEARCH.
widens with the publication of every Issu
Dr. Paulose yD

The last three articies in Ben
They deal with different aspect
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FRAMEWORK

PROFITABILITY AND PRODUCTiVITY OF
COMMERCIAL BANKS : THE CONCEPYUAL

Dr. Hedayatullahh Choudhury

Asstt. Prof. in Commerce
N.C.College, Badarpur

relative operationa

Abstract:

The aggressive branch expansion programme increases
financial savings and investments. Despite commendable
progress in recent years, certain serious problerfis of the

~ banking sector have been emerged reflecting a decline in

efficiency and erosion of profitability. Credits control had a
negative impact on deposit mobilization, capital accumulation
and its efficient utilization. All this leads to erosion of bank’s
profitability and growth in operating expenditure. Profitability
is a significant index of operational efficiency of commercial
banks. Thus in the changing scenario of commercial banking
in liberalized era, the importance of efficiency has assumed
a critical significance for the viability of banks particularly
in the backward regions of the country. Productivity is one -
of the factors affecting the profitability among others like
expansion of bank’s operations in areas where the avenues
for profitable deployment of funds are less, im?reased
overdraft, higher overhead expenses, increase in sickness
in industrial units faced by the banks, Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) etc. Higher the productivity, proportionately lower
will be the establishment cost. It also indicates the kind of
business a particular bank may be doing. A high productivity
indicates that, along smaller transactions, a bank does high
volume of transactions too. A lower productivity increases
1 cost and often becomes the cause of
losses as intermediary returns are directly related to the
quantum of productivity. The present episode painted with
the concepts and definitions of profitability and productivity
with reference to commercial banks. It has also covered

Edusearch- 9
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,'fhe measuring techniques of profitability and productivity
~ in banking sector.

Key Word: Productivity, Profitability, Return on assets, Return
on equity
1. Introduction:

Productivity and profitability are important concepts and
measures describing the performance and success of a firm. The increase
In productivity decreases the costs per unit produced and leads to better
proﬁtabxllty.. This common knowledge is not, however, enough in the
modern business ?ﬂVitonment. Productivity improvement is one means
;zzn“f :)th.ers for lncreasiqg tl.'ne profitability of actions. There are many
'Operativ: :inc':ef'se productivity. The use of these means presupposes
the offocr. ecf};;:ms and these d‘;ev(}ls_lgn;s presuppose information about
general ma : K ;SC means. Ifroductlv'lty improvement _actions are in
heings, Pros e at“ oo.r level with machines, cells, activities and human

ng. °ﬁt?b.,1hty 1s most meaningful at the level of the whole firm. It
econ(?:]i:;ry difficult or even impossible to analyze c,:losely enough the
costi aspects Of the E:hanges at floor level with the traditional
Ing systems. New ideas in accounting have only recently brought in

elements which make it i i
possible to consider these phenomena wh
they actually happen, P o

:I:he increased productivity will directly result in improved
proﬁtabfhfyvfor the company that achieves it, but the relationship between
prodyctlyl._ty‘ and profit is more complicated over the long term. The
re}ahonshlp between productivity and profitability can best be explained
with a hyPoﬁetical_exmple. Assume a situation where two companies
;OmPete in the same Tegional market with access to the same input
actors. Both have similar levels of productivity and profitability. If one
Company manages to increase its productivity, it will by definition be
able to prddu‘cé the same quantity of goods and services at the same
g;‘z'tﬂevel”with less input, thereby enjoying a cost advantage. The
distrli)l::ty-th?#can use the resulting profit for new investments, or it can
e e profit to'shareholders as dividends. The company may also

0se to offer lower prices in order to gain market share or pay higher

wages in order to attract higher-skilled labour.

The one-time increase in productivity, however, will usually not

leadtoa su_stai_pat_‘_)lgl prp_ﬁtability advantage. In order to stay in business,

Edusearch - 10

the other company will have to follow suit and improve its productivity.
Once the two competitors reach the same productivity levels, they will
start to compete on price until the original profitability advantage has
disappeared. In the competitive environment described. the most
sustainable source of profitability is constant productivity improvement.
In other words, profitability is the fleeting reward of productivity
improvement. This dynamic also holds true in more complex market
situations. Two companies that are located in different regional
environments, but which compete directly in a global market may face
different input factor costs (i.e., higher wages or cost of capital). In a
state of equilibrium, the company that faces higher input factor costs will
be able to compensate for this disadvantage through higher productivity.
Higher wages, for example, reflect the greater productivity of the labour
force in that region. In a competitive environment, where there is a level
playing field, an increase in productivity by one company will start the
same process as described above, where the company’s competitor is
forced to make productivity improvements. In fact, this process may
eventually lead to a convergence in input factor costs between the two
countries. The pressure for ever-increasing profits is intense and
unrelenting today and accommodating Wall Street, coping with local
competitors and thriving in the global economy make bottom-line efficiency
an absolute day-to-day business essential.

roductivity analysis refers to the process of differentiating
the actual data over the estimated data of output and input measurement
and presentation. In economics, productivity is the ratio of the output
Production per unit of input. It may also refer to the technical efficiency
of production relative to the allocation of resources of enterprises. If the
goal is to increase productivity, enterprises must produce more with the
same level of input. The goal can also be done by maintaining the same
level of output using fewer inputs. The drive to increase productivity can
be caused by various factors, but perhaps the most apparent is the
aspiration of an enterprise to increase profitability. There are certain
factors affecting the productivity of entities. General categories of Fhe
factors concerning productivity include the labor force, product, quality,
process, capacity, and external influences. The resources are also
important to consider in assessment of productivity of an entity.
Productivity analysis may be seen as an evaluative activity of the
performance of an entity. The purpose of it being employed is to provide
the appropriate solution to a problem that hinders the attainment of

Edusearch - 11
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production goals in the present and future of the company. The findings
from productivity analysis being undertaken are indeed of great help in
providing an entity the necessary changes to be implemented for the
realization of its production goals. Profitability analysis is the assessment
of the impact of various marketing strategies on the profit contribution
that can be expected from a product or product line whereas productivity
analyses is the assessment of the sales or market share consequences
of a marketing strategy. The folloWihg paragraph is an attempt to highlight
the conceptual outline and measuring techniques of profitability and
productivity of commercial banks,

2. Profitability: The Definition.

Profits ensure the prosperity of an organization. It is the
fundamental objective of every business as well as motivating force
behind the running of a firm. Opinions differ sharply with regard to the
definition of profit. But in general it is the difference between total revenue
and total cost over a period of time. There is mostly universal agreement
with the definition that profit is primarily a residue or surplus of prices
over expenses of production or leaving above costs. Profits may be
accounting profit, economic profit and social profit.

Accounting profit is calculated by taking explicit costs while
economic profit is derived at after taking both explicit and implicit costs
into consideration, Social profit is the difference between social benefit
and social cost. It is yet difficult to find out social profit due to absence
of an accurate measuring concept. Profitability is the ability of a given
Investment to earn return from its use. It is otherwise known as earning
power of concern investments; it is only through profitability that the
performance and efficiency of a firm or industry is judged. Higher degree
of profit earning capacity will entail prosperity of the concern. Profitability
is the relative term. Its measurement can only be achieved by profit. On
the other-hand, its relation with other sub jects is compared by profit too.
Like profit, there are accounting profitability and value added profitability.

In accounting profitability relative change is measured by
measuring the output as proportion of the input and comparing with the
result of the similar firm while value added profitability is measured by
the excess of turnover plus income from services over the cost of bought
in-goods or services. Profitability in banks is measured by relating profit
to working fund/total assets/income/ deposit etc. Banks are being
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commercial organization and like any such organization; all of their
activities should be directed towards earning profit. Essentially, banks
must give a fair return on capital after providing adequately for business
risks. In addition they should generate sufficient funds for survival and
to perform their socio economic activities entrusted on them, b.ar.iks
should also earn profit for this reason. Banks are highly sensitive
institutions open to public security and as such, they must contin.um.ls.ly
ensure their profitability, which is essential for their growth anq viability
as also for infusing public confident. The profitability is the most important
indicator of overall financial performance. The level of efficiency,
productivity, and cost effectiveness is reflected through the bank’s pro.ﬁt
figure. In short, the profit of a bank can be considered as a composite
index of the bank’s performance in its various areas of operation.
Therefore, banks in India, at the present juncture have te ensure a better
balance between social banking and profitability and earned a fair return
to justify their existence.

Since nationalization, banks acted over enthusiastically in
observing norms much to the margin of their profits an.d proﬁta.zbility. But
it was realized that adequate profits were an essentla.l r.eqm.rement of
survival and healthy operation of the banking system. It is, in tl.ns context,
PEP Committee observed that the profitability of the banking system
had come under severe pressure due to increased costs and
comparatively lowers earnings. The Nara§imham Committee falso
indicated erosion in the profitability of banking sector. The committee
further observed that the directed credit programmes and du:ected
investments strained the operational flexibility of banks leadmg' to
dwindling in their income earnings. The changing lan'dscape of banking
in the era of deregulation, globalization and technological advancements
necessitated adequate operational risk management framework by the
commercial banks. Under this situation particularly where the banks_ are
struggling hard for achieving higher degree of performan.ce, it is
imperative to analyze the profitability performance of com-mermal bar'lks
in backward regions of the country in the context of national banking
scenarijo.

3. Measurement of Profitability of Banks:

The bank’s profitability can be tested with the help of esmbli§hed
ratios, calculated by relating various components of income, expenditure

Edusearch-13
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and manpower to a common denominator i.e., volume of business. The
following commonly used ratios are normally used for measuring the
profitability performance of the banks.

(D) Interest earned ratio(r) = _Total Interest earned
Volume of business

100

(1) Interest paid ratio (p) = Total Interest earned

Volume of business

X 100

(IIT) Manpower expenses ratio (m) = Manpower expenses
Volume of business

X 100

(IV) Other establishment expenses ratio(o)

. Other establishment expenses x .,
Volume of business

(V) Non-Interest income ratio (n) _ Non-interest income X 100
: Volume of business
(VD) Spread ratio(s) = Interest earned ratio — interest paid ratio (r-p)

(VII) Burden ratio (b) =Manpower expenses ratio + other establishment
expenses ratio — non-interest income ratio (m+o-n) And

(VIII) Profitability ratio (p) = Spread ratio — burden ratio (s-b)

The return on assets (RoA) and return on equity (RoE) are the
most telling measure of banks profitability. RoA is calculated as net
Pl"o.ﬁt divided by average total assets and RoE is calculated as net profit
divided by average total equity.

1. Retlirn on Assets (RoA) = Net profits / Average total assets

2. Returnon Equity(RoE) = Net profits / Average total equity |

Edusearch - 14

4.Profitability Performance of Banks:

Indian public sector banks (PSBs) recorded on an average yearly
profit of Rs. 0.1 per hundred-rupee volume of business while foreign
banks recorded on average Rs 3.0 per hundred-rupee volume of business.
It can be argued that though PSBs achieved good quantum of profit in
the post reform period but the undeniable fact remains that the foreign
banks have still achieved a better profitability than the Indian segments
in the banking industry.

The aforesaid observations relating to the profitability of public
sector commercial banks exhibited that the banks were remained
profitable during post reform era on the basis of pars:meters i.e., the
average annual profits per hundred-rupee volume of business. However,
they have not caught up the level of performance achieved by the private
as well as foreign sector banks. The gravity of the situat-ion may be
revealed by the facts that return on assets (ROA),the most te]lmg‘measure
of banks performance, was 0.88 for public sector banks as against 2.08
for foreign banks in March 2006. Further, net profit or spread ratio (the
difference between interest earned and interest paid) usually considered
as true measure of core operation of banking sector turned up trumps.
The spread as percent of volume of business was 1.5 pc for PSBs while
the same for foreign banks was 4.0 pc. Public sector commercial bar'nks
experienced a declining ratio of operating profits to total asse.ts, which
has been declined to 2.13 pc in March 2006 from 2. 44 pc in March
2005. The same for foreign banks have been increased f!‘Ol‘I.l 3.16 pc 'f°
3.75 pe. The reason for this poor performance of co_mmerclal banks. in
Indian segment may be due to lesser involvement of private sector lending
than that of its competitors viz., foreign banks.

5. Productivity Analysis: The Conceptual Framework.

* In the present changing economic scenario the importa}nc? .of
productive efficiency has assumed a crucial signiﬁc?nce for the v1ab}lfty
of banks. Productivity is one of the factors affecting the profitability
among others like expansion of bank’s operations in areas where the
avenues for profitable deployment of funds are less, mcrea'sed oyerdraﬁ,
higher overhead expenses, increase in sickness in industrial units faced
by the banks, NPAs etc. Higher the productivity, proportlona_tel}f lower
will be the establishment cost. It also indicates the kind of business a
particular bank may be doing. A high productivity indicates that, along
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lsxilerr::::;ct}oqs, a bank doe-s high volume of transactions too. A
- cagsé et :Slty increases relajnve operational cost and often becomes
v ofprodi?t ia§ intermediary ret}lms are directly related to the
the profitabatioy ::;y I?ank, asa bu.sme.:ss concern, can not overlook
oy oI 2 p < ‘:t;m;e profit slgmﬁ.es efficiency. For the long
b Shrvis oflategl;l ol of banks, profit is imperative. Commercial
b operati; oy s onstrated a remarkable ability to adjust to the

& environment and acquired a high level of business strength,

6. Definition and Meaning of Productivity:

oreani PLZ‘?::;:;.:’V: a u.nivefsal a?d simple concept refers to an
resources, fixed assets anfjss nrne a". ltS.l'esources viz., labor, financial
output and input expendecli) ':emlSes. * mdl?ates. the relationship between
Drucker articulated “with Lo Wofk.snuatmn, In this respect Peter
not have direction. With ft’“t prOdU.Ct.Mty objectives, a business does
control.” Produ'cti.vi s PTOdI{ctmt).' measurement, it does not have
oltput per unit o ty is an efficiency index that measures the rate of

per unit of input like man, material, machine, money and space. It

deve]op:::]dtl.l:xlg ;sl the]corner stone of banking growth and economic
of services. In facf rol:llp e.st.ser?se means efficiency and effectiveness
improvement and ;cl;iev: clivity is an essential part of our urge for self-
society. Optimum rodmer'lt .Ofe?&cellence that is a part of our dynamic
between all factors :f u;t“’l.ty is reached when there is a balance
effort. The productivi production that yield maximum output for least
consumption exceed t:ly mcj.afsures 'fhe extent to which the actual input
input level. The minimu':nnfmlmum input necessary to produce the actual
consistent with ofher Input consumption is determined in a manner
technology'ﬁut there arel:i?;‘nt kljo“.,]edge of the available production
industries wh ' ‘cu‘t.les in measuring productivity in service
| ere quality of services assumes greater importan'ce.

Abanki ibed .
of financial se; l°s des.cnbed as a financial institution generating a stream
TVICEs In order to sustain a stock of assets and liabilities.
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The financial services are produced delivered and consume
instanitaneously. In the process, the consumer is exposed to an experiential
quality that is part of the service. In case of banks, the distinction between
input and output is not clear. One aspect of productivity is_the
measurement of business (deposit + advances) per branch and per
employee and the other aspect is cost responsiveness and return on

working fund.

7. Productivity of Banks: The Measuring Techniques.

The prodﬁctivity ratios of banks are worked ouy by relating the
total deposits, total advances and the total business (deposit plus
advances) of the banks to the total number of branches and also total
number of employees. The following are the commonly used ratios

measuring productivity of the banks.
(a) Labour Productivity:

Total Deposit

1.Deposit per employee = No. of employee + Total Advances

2. Advance per employee = No. of employee Deposit + Advances

3.Business per employee = No. of employee

(b) Branch productivity:

Total Deposit

4. Deposit per branch =No. of branches + Total advances

5. Advances per branch =No. of branches Deposit + Advances

6. Business per branch = No. of branches.

(c ) Cost Responsiveness:

ness (CR) measures degree of cost
ty to a greater extent. In

the profits of bank have

The cost responsive
effectiveness that reflects the bank profitabili
the context of regulated interest rate structure,
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a greater bearing on profitability than the spread management. In the
case of bank, a service industry, earnings are in the nature of output and
costs in the nature of input. Therefore, the productivity of a bank can be
evaluated by CR, which is defined as:

% variation in cost CR =
% variation in earning
(d ) Return on Working Fund:

:Ihe return on working fund shows the productivity of capital employed
in a bank and is defined as —

ROWF = Profit x 100/working fund.

(e ) Cost of Funds and Return on Fund:

The productivity of commercial banks can also be measured with Cost

"of Fund and Return on Fund. The return on funds enables us to know
overall profitability of the funds used. It shows the productivity of capital
employed. The cost of fund and return on fund may be defined as -

1. Cost of Funds = (Interest Paid on Deposits + Interest Paid on
Borrowings)/(Deposits + Borrowings)

2. Return-on Funds = (Return on Advances + Return on
Investments)/(Investments + Advances) y

3. Spread=Retumn on fund — Cost of Fund

8. The Productivity of Commercial Banks in India:

In the liberalized era the performance of banks has improved a 1ot and
has b.ecome innovative but bank has to do more to improve productivity
efficiency. During the period 1995-2005, the average business per
employee for PSBs of India as a whole was Rs. 61.1 lakhs; the
corresponding figure for private and foreign bank was Rs. 93.9 Jakhs
and Rs. 300.3 lakhs respectively. Thislower labour productivity of public
sector banks may be attributed to the national level trade union that
oppose the move of modernization, automation and computerization and
getting regular pay hike without corresponding increase in productivity.

Edusearch- 18

The average productivity of branches of PSBs in terms of deposits,
advances and total business was higher than Pvt. Banks but much lower
than the foreign banks in the pre reform years. However, PSBs in this
respect fared less in the banking activities during post reform years
(1994 - 2005). The total business per branch for PSBs was Rs. 1874.9
Lakhs, for private banks Rs. 3905.1 lakhs and for foreign banks Rs.
53782.1 lakhs respectively in 2000-01. This indicated that PSBs during
the reform regime are doing comparatively better as its volume of
business per branch has increased by almost two fold. On the other
hand, it has increased by about 4 times in case of private sector banks
during the same period under consideration. Further in case of the foreign
bank, the volume of business per branch jumped more than by 7 times.
However the incremental rate of advances per branch was higher in
case of both private and foreign banks where the latter topped the scene.

The return on working funds (ROWF) enables us to know overall
profitability of the working funds. It shows the productivity of capital
employed. By and large, an increasing trend is noticed in the return on
the working fund over the period under consideration in case of private
banks. However, the PSBs failed to achieve the international standard
of ROWF, which would be at least more than unity. It may further be
observed that all the three bank groups made efforts to improve their
productivity in the reforms years and succeeded in earning profits by
recovering operating costs. But the productivity is still low compared to
international standard. Besides lack of prudence, absence of concerned
for national wealth, selfish attitude on the part of the bank employees
has let to inefficiencies. Thus, a flawed management is the root cause
of many maladies. However, the foreign banks have out performed the
PSBs and private banks for the entire period. This indicates all PSBs
have not performed well in the post reform periods and yet to gain
momentum in their business, despite an urgent need of the present
situation. This wide variation in the business volume per employee of
individual banks indicates the PSBs mismanagement in regard to the
human resource planning and deficiencies in the proper positioning of
employees. Despite, public sector commercial banks have turned to be

a stellar performer in recent years.

9. Conclusion

Profitability is a significani index of operational efficiency of
commercial banks. Thus in the changing scenario of commercial
banking in liberalized era, the importance of efficiency has assumed
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a critical significance for the viability of banks particularly in the
backward regions of the country. The present episode is an attempt
on this issue keeping in view the global trends in financial
liberalization of the economy has given more freedom to banks to
operate efficiently. Productivity is one of the factors affecting the
profitability among others like expansion of bank’s operations in
areas where the avenues for profitable deployment of funds are
less, increased overdraft, higher overhead expenses, increase in
sickness in industrial units faced by the banks, NPAs etc. Higher the
productivity, proportionately lower will be the establishment cost.
It also indicates the kind of business a particular bank may be doing.
A high productivity indicates that, along smaller transactions, a bank
does high volume of transactions too. A lower productivity increases
relative -operational cost and often becomes the cause of losses as
intermediary returns are directly related to the quantum of
productivity. Banks are highly sensitive institutions open to public
security and as such, they must continuously ensure their profitability,
which is essential for their growth and viability as also for infusing
public confident. The profitability is the most important indicator of
overall financial performance. Bank, as a business concern, can not
overlook the profitability aspects since profit signifies efficiency.
For the long term survival and growth of banks, profit is imperative.
Commercial banks have, of late, demonstrated a remarkable ability

to adjust to the new operating environment and acquired a high
level of business strength.
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Abstract-

Biodiversity refers to the numbers, variety and variability of liv-
ing organisms and ecosystems. The term includes all the terrestrial, marine
and other aquatic organisms. It also covers diversity within species, be-
tween species, as well as the variations among ecosystems.

Agricultural biodiversity includes all components of biological
diversity of relevance to food and agriculture: the variety of plants,
animals and micro-organisms at genetic, species and ecosystem level

which are necessary to sustain key functions in the agro system, its
structures and process.

This paper studies the relationship between biodiversity and
agriculture and how neglecting biodiversity in Indian agriculture long
term problems have been created. It also highlights different works that
are going on India which by conserving biodiversity resulting into
sustainable agriculture. The paper also focuses on the different aspects
of biodiversity and agriculture in the north-eastern region of India.

Introduction

The ecosystem of our planet produces a wealth of nourishing
food. Vast quantities of grain are harvested from its plains and steppes,
valleys and terraces; while its orchards brim with fruit. Biodiversity is
the root of this plenty. The variety of crops and food on which human
civilizations have grown and depend is possible because of the tremendous
variety of life on earth. If the Earth’s population is to feed itself in the

21% century, humankind needs to preserve the biodiversity that grants us
our own complex and diverse lives.

But biodiversity is diminishing at unprecedented rates. Over the
past few hundred years humans have increased the rate of species
extinction by human drivers of change, including habitat loss, climate
change and overexploitation of rés6urces, .

ay "
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In India just like other countries of the world in the pursuit of
development and more income there has had been wanton destruction
of nature resulting in loss of biodiversity. The high growth rate of
population in India meant more requirements and more was possible
only through more land coming under agriculture and cleaning of forest.
This destruction of forest and intensive agriculture has resulted in loss
of biodiversity and future agricultural problems.

Biodiversity & Agriculture

From the products we buy to the food we consume, agricultural
production is an integral part of everyone’s life. Agriculture provides
humans with food and raw materials for goods, such as cotton for clothing,
wood for shelter and fuel, roots for medicine, and materi%]s for biofuels-
and livelihoods including those derived from subsistence farming.

Biodiversity has enabled farming systems to evolve ever since
agriculture was first developed some 10,000 years ago. Worldwide there
is now a huge diversity of agricultural systems ranging, for example,
from rice fields of Asia, and hill farms in the mountains of South America.

Biodiversity is the source of the plants and animals that form
the basis of agriculture and the immense variety within each crop and
livestock species. Countless other species contribute to the e.ssentizfl
ecological functions upon which agriculture depends, including soil
services and water cycling.

Though agriculture helps keeping biodiversity but agriculture can
reduce the biodiversity also. It can do so in the following ways-

Crop production:

Many modern practices and approaches to intensification aimed
atachieving high yieldshaveledtoa simplification of the- components of
agricultural systems and biodiversity and to eco]oglca.lly unstap[e
production systems. These include use of monocultu.res with TEFIUCIIOH
in cropping diversity and elimination of crop succession or rotation; use
of high-yielding varieties and hybrids with the loss of tl'adltIOI.la] varieties
and diversity together with a need for high inputs of inorganic fcml.lzer;
control of weeds, pests and diseases based on chemical (herbicides,
insecticides and fungicides) treatments rather than mechanical or
biological methods.
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Land and habitat conversion to large-scale agricultural
production including drainage of land and conversion of wetlands has
also caused significant loss of biodiversity. The homogenization of farming
landscapes with elimination natural areas, including hedgerows, woodlots
and wetlands, to achieve larger scale production units for large scale
mechanized production has also led to decline in biodiversity.

Livestock production:

' I.ntensive or so called large scale production systems are on the
rise leading to an increase in both demand for animal feeds and of site-
concentrated livestock wastes. The increased demands for food puts
!ncreased pressures on cultivated systems, with consequently an
mcrea.lsed demand for water and nitrogen, other fertilizers and other
chemical inputs. Emphasis in modern systems on quantity of yield, has
led to selection and breeding for high production and the loss of traditional
breeds that held other treats, qualities and adaptations, now lost.

Biodiversity and Indian agriculture

In India after the independence the aspirations of the people
rose and they were naturally demanding a higher standard of living.
Moreover, the population of India started to grow very fast. All these
needed more food import as the supply of food within the country was
not able to meet the growing need of the people. The productivity of
land was not high and the total production of food crop in the country
was also not high. So an Intensive Agriculture Strategy was adopted
during the mid 60s with the introduction of High-Yielding Varieties
(HYVs) of seed. This strategy had been coined Green Revolution as it
increased the food production and productivity in the country. The HY Vs
needed large inputs of fertilizers, pesticides and water. Further, the small
number of laboratory-developed HY Vs replaced the very large number
of t{'&fditional varieties cultivated by farmers. Over the years, the
trad_ltlona] species have disappeared. In place of 30,000 varieties of rice,
Indian farmers now plant just 12 HYVs.

‘ Recently, in India farmers are committing suicide in many parts
of India because of the crop failure and increasing debt burden. The
farmers generally take good amount of loan to buy inputs like seed,
fertilizers and pesticides which they did not need to buy before green
revolution. Earlier they grew a wide variety of crops and kept aside
some part of the harvest as seeds for the next year. They used organic
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manure and natural pesticides. Even if one crop failed, there were others
‘to save the farmer from the ruin.

From about 1998, another major change occurred with the entry
into India of the international seed companies. These companies need
mass markets and they aggressively promote the use of a few varieties
of seeds. The small farmers are now in the clutches of new breed of
entrepreneurs. They provide all the inputs at high prices, give credit at
very high interest rates, and buy the crops at low prices. A crop failure
due to spurious or low quality seeds, a pest attack, or drought is often
the last straw for the farmer. The farmer is perpetually in debt and often
the only escape is suicide.

Very recently the govt. of India allowed foreign direct investment
in retail which they withdrew later on under opposition. Now if foreign
investment is allowed in retail then the big multinationals can make contract
with the farmers to produce some selected varieties which can further
result into loss of biodiversity.

Biodiversity and agriculture.of North Eastern Region

In the North Eastern Region of India the loss of biodiversity is
caused in the form of Jhum Cultivation and clearing of hill forest and
other forest for settled cultivation. The entire North-East is covered
with forest with gradual loss of forest cover because of increase in
habitation and more land requirement to feed the growing number of
people. Common Property Resources (CPRs) as manifested in the fgn’n
of jhum cultivation is one of the reasons for deforestation and denudation.
The property rights are not well defined in many states of North-East
India.

Sustainable Agriculture in India

The National Agricultural Policy of 2000 .seeks to have
sustainable agriculture in India. Sustainable agriculture is a broad.based
concept that covers a number of different approaches:. All try in one
way or other to achieve environmentally sound, economically profitable,
ethically acceptable and socially responsible form of land husbandry.

To have sustainable agriculture in India promotion of integrated
crop & livestock farming, revival of traditional watershed. management
practices and discouraging the indiscriminate use of chemical fertilizers
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and pesticides are being done. On farm in-situ conservation approach,
with ex-situ conservation providing a safety back up is bein g explored

. under different ecosystems with a view to develop workable models.

Organic farming is also being practiced in some parts of India.
Organic farming is practiced in 130 countries around the world. Certified
organic farming has tremendous scope in India. In 2005, only around
30,000 hactre of farmland were under certified agricultural production.

For biodiversity conservation in agriculture the unutilized varieties
of seeds are to be promoted together with the HYVs. The unutilized
varieties can provide food security, agricultural diversification. In some

parts of India this is done by default but the farmers need to be educated
to protect these seeds from extinction.

Conclusion

The population of the world and that of India is rising and the
malnutrition in different parts of the world is indescribable. In India 45%
of children are malnourished and the food security of a large section of
people is under threat. In this situation there is no other alternative than
to increase the food production to feed the teeming millions. But the
approach towards this objective has to be through sustainable agriculture.
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One of the most encouraging trends in the recent development
experience, particularly in the developing countries like India, -is an ac-
tive participation by Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) in devel-
opmental activities.

In the present day world people’s participation is considered as
the most significant fuel for achieving economic develgpment. In this
context Non-government Organizations (NGOSs) in particular have be-
come very important in recent years, especially in the advocacy of such
emerging policy concerns as the environment, wom.en’s? development,
ethnic protection, mobilization of people for participation in development
etc. NGOs are therefore called the engines of economic growth and
development.

Indian NGOs have played an important role towards social ac-
tivism through intense campaigns, people’s mobilization programmes :{nd
effective networks. The NGOs, as a social force facglltate collectn.re
action and people’s mobilization. NGOs are playing an important role in
making the environmentally aware and sensitive people to take part in
the social activism through social mobilization process (Panda et. al,
2003). Now-a-days at grassroots levels micro movements also known
as new social movements have been taking place centering on contem-
porary issues of importance such as environment degradations, ecology,
women empowerment, human rights , sharing of natural resources and
the like.

NGOs have been playing a substantial role in the emp.cowem}ent
of the poor and social mobilization for eradicating poverty. It is realized

-that, poverty can be effectively eradicated only when the poor section

starts contributing to the growth process through its active participation.
NGOs can be considered as facilitator at grassroots ]evel_because of
their touch with community. So, they can play a critical l:ole in the group
formation and development at grassroots level. The quality of the groups
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can be influenced by the capacity of the facilitator and NGOs can work
as the facilitators and also help in social mobilization by providing training

- to local people and capacities. Building of facilitators is being used by

DRDAs. DRDAs may support such sensitive support mechanisms in
the shape of Community-Based Organizations or NGOs (SGSY Guidelines).
There has been an explosion in the number of NGOs in the past
decade, with more than 50,000 major NGOs reaching more than 250
million people and channeling more than $ 5 billion of aid funds a year to
the developing countries. The NGOs create the necessary pressure for
new policy directions and often supplement government action. The major
achievements of NGOs lie in providing facilities to the weak and the
vulnerable and in designing innovative ways of reaching the people in a
cost effective manner (Hag, 2003).
- During the last decade non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
have been increasingly tapped to implement development programs. In
recent years, growing amounts of development resources have been

- channeled to and through NGOs in all sectors. And in turn, NGOs, work-

ing to alleviate poverty, improve social welfare, and develop civil soci-
ety, have become more dependent on international donors, leading to an
explosive growth in local NGOs in many countries. NGOs are not merely
the providers of social services to the needy person but are actively
involved in accelerating the process of development.

The field of development is so vast that efforts of Government
alone are not going to be adequate. To achieve the goal, it calls for
multidimensional and multilevel approach. In this context NGOs can
play a vital role. NGOs can bridge the gap between the state organiza-
tion-and general people. The voluntary sector may be better placed to
artichilate the needs of the poor people, remote areas, to encourage the
changes in attitudes and practices necessary to curtail discrimination, to
identify and redress threats to the environment, and to nurture the pro-
ductive capacity of the most vulnerable groups such as the disabled or
the landless populations.

NGOs are playing an important part in the preparation, design
and application of development strategies. Even though the influence
and importance of NGOs vary according to the national context in which
they operate, their growing presence and increase in number over re-
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cent years are undeniable, as is their active role in the search for devel-

“opmental strategies. NGOs can bridge the gap between the government

and the community. Community-based organizations are essential in or-
ganizing poor people, taking collective action, fighting for their rights,
and representing the interests of their members in dialogue with NGOs
and government. NGOs are also better at facilitating the supply of in- -
puts into the management process, mediating between people and the
wider political party, networking, and information-dissemination and policy
reform. NGOs often are successful intermediaries between actors in
the development arena, building bridges between people and communi-
ties on one side, and governments, development institutions, and donors
and development agencies on the other. In an advocacy role, NGOs
frequently represent issues and views important in the dynamics of the
development process.

" NGOs are considered to have comparative advantages in imple-
menting projects because they are closer to the beneficiaries, work with
greater flexibility, have greater motivation and cultural sensibility, and
work more cost effectively etc.

In a holistic approach to development by Appropriate Technol-
ogy in experience of Southern Countries, NGOs are universally consid-
ered to be the catalyst in promoting a relatively fast socio-economic
development of the poor. NGOs are concerned in promoting the uplift-
ing of economical conditions of the vulnerable sections of the society. It
is realized since long that only by adopting appropriate technologies to
people’s needs, it would be possible to promote the expected develop-
ment. During the past 20 years, NGOs have developed skills and knowl-
edge, and have been deeply involved in promoting appropriate technol-
ogy. NGOs are more successful than government organizations in the
development of rural programmes as they have a better link with the
community. Furthermore, they have a greater freedom in the programmes
of the changing needs and in adopting methods according to the emerg-
ing conditions. NGOs can promote participatory development by creat-
ing Self-Help Groups (SHGs) so that bureaucratic delays are reduced,
expenses are oriented towards local needs, accountability to people’s
upliftment is emphasized, and the utilization of human resources issetin
a more integrated approach. Furthermore, they apply concepts and
programmes in accordance with the socio-economic and cultural as-
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pects of the people; due to this, NGOs are getting more and more in-
volved in developm-ent aspects both at the national and international level.
The major contribution of an NGO to development is to organize, mobilize

- and utilize resources within and outside the community for its

development. The basic role is as an organizer. NGOs are one of the
alternative development organizations and one of the inputs among
technical, financial and other resources. The merits of NGOs are
emerging from their limited scale of operation. The primary role of NGO
isatlocal level as mobiliser of people and their resources for an indigenous
self-sustainable development.

In recent years NGOs play an important role in India as a major
collective actor in development activities at urban and rural area. The
importance of the NGOs is increasingly being recognized as highly
relevant to the problem of rural and urban poor. NGOs are drawing
attention as alternative to government institutions in addressin gthe needs
of the vast population at the grass-root level because of the inability of
the governmental development agencies to reach all classes of people.
The development of NGO sector is dynamic and diverse in nature and
operates with tremendous variation in size, objective and circumstances
over a variety of new issues and interests which displays a heterogeneous
and incoherent character of these organizations.

The experiences of NGOs in various regions of the developing
world have been diverse and varied. While NGOs have generally applied
asimilar range of principles and national settings, the prospects for NGOs
as effective channels or vehicles for promoting development have
difference in degree from one political context to the next.

There is no doubt that évery NGO is working more or less
towards socio-economic development of India. NGOs are considered

- associal mobilizers of the poor, marginalized and vulnerable sections of

the society in building and managing their own destinations and thereby
Participating in decisions affecting their day—to-day lives through the
use of own creativity of the community.

* Social mobilization is commonly considered to be an important
dimension of capacity building, organization and institution building,
particularly poor disadvantaged people and it may occur at all levels.
Most often, however, the term is used for activities in local communities,
althoigh not fiecessarily confined to such communities. When these are
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confined, the process is commonly referred to as community mobilization.

“This may involve whole communities or be limited to sections of

communities (for instance land-less people or groups of particularly poor
women).

According to Jarry Gana (1987), “Social mobilization is the
process of pooling together, hamessing, actualizing and utilizing potential
human resources for the purpose of development. It is a process whereby
human beings are made aware of the resources at their disposal and are
also motivated and energized to collectively utilize such resources for
the improvement of their spiritual and material conditions of living.”

NGO community realized that social mobilization is an essential
instrument for the removal of malignant tissues of development in a
polity. These malignant tissues are old method or traditional economic,
social, institutional, administrative and cultural system. Therefore, for
socio-economic development, social transformation is needed and this is

what Indian NGOs are doing now.

There is a symbolic relationship between social mobilization and
development process. Social mobilization lies at the centre of genuine
development. It gives impetus to the necessary changes that must occur
before development whether social, political or economic can be realized

(Prasad, 2003).

Non-government Organizations (NGOs) can support direct
training, exchange visits and other capacity building activities based on
needs identified by the members of the community organizations. It can
cover agriculture and natural resource management, savings and credit
programmed leadership, organizational development and other key areas.
Community members can maximize their potential not only by organizing
but also by upgrading their existing skills to better manage new inputs-
business and community initiatives and establish effective links with local
government and other sections. Local human resources development
can best be promoted when trained individuals take up the responsibility
to train other community members (Prasad, 2003).

There is a great advantage of NGOs in development process
because of their flexibility, speed of operations, and ability to respond
quickly to changing circumstances. The voluntary sector has been known
for her virtues for human touch, dedication, flexibility, self-reliance, and
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ne‘amess. to the community (Rai et. al, 1999). Voluntary Organizations
are Playmg very important role in the areas of investment in Human
Caglta], Micro Finance, Non Farm Income Generation activities and
Po]x.cy reforms. In the field of education sector, ASPBAE (Asian South
;aclﬁc Bureﬁu ltl)f Adult Education) has implemented Adult Education
rogramme. It has a great impact in India. Seva Mandir in Raj
'Ankur in Delhi, Gram Vikas in Orissa and Deccan Developmgl?sats)::l;::;
in Andhra Pradesl.1 have done pioneering work in adult education and
elementary education. Gandhian organizations like ASSEFA (Association
of Sarva Seva Farms) in Tamilnadu have empowered people from within
They h.ave fEmctions like promotion of community health and nutrition.
educatu.)n, literacy and economic development (Rai et. al 1999). Man :
NGO§ in India are spreading primary health progra;-nme a;1d arz
effectively able to provide safe drinking water to many villages.

’ The Indian Human Development Report has found that “the
education and health output indicators have a positive association with
an NGO’§ p.resence. Literacy and enrolment, especially of females are
better, as is 1munimtion and contraceptive prevalence, and birth rates
are §u.bstant1ally lower. Short duration morbidity and ’extreme under-
nutntnqn are also relatively lower in villages with NGO activity. While
expenditure on food grains is lower, household expenditure on ed;Jcation

and health is also lower suggesting considerabl
programme.” e success of NGO
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THE SYLLABLE : STRUCTURE AND
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In the hierarchy of language communication there are different
levels such as discourse, paragraph, sentence,clause, phrase, word, syl-
lable and phoneme. This paper considers some innovative methods in
teaching the syllable with regard to its structure and solutions to bound-
ary dispute.

A syllable is “a unit of pronunciation uttered without interrup-
tion, forming the whole or part of a word and usually having one vowel
sound often with a consonent or consonants before or after.

First of all it has to be seen what and how many segments
constitute a syllable. It is also essential to see which is the unavoidable
element and which are the marginal elements in a syllable. Looking at
the structure of a syllable, We see the unavoidable and the most signifi-
cant part of a syllable is the vowel in it which is called the nucleus of the
syllable. In a very few syllables syllabic consonants such as /lI/ and /n/
take the place of the vowel and these have the force of a vowel in the
syllable as in “bottle’, ‘cotton’ etc. A syllable can be constituted of the
nucleus alone as in ‘eye’. In most cases, however, the vowel is either
preceded or followed, and in some cases, both preceded and followed
by consonants which are called the marginal elements.

To show the structure of a syllable, we can break the syllable
into onset and rhyme. The part of the syllable that comes before the
nucleus is called the onset. The part of the syllable consisting of the
vowel and the consonant or the consonants that follow the vowel is
called rhyme. The consonant or consonants that fall(s) within the thyme
can be called coda. Thus a syllable can have one, two or three slots--the
compulsory slot for a nucleus and one or two slots for the onset and
coda which will be filled by consonant(s). Both the onset and the coda
may consist of one or more segments. There is no universal rule as to
how many segments can go into these slots. It is language specific. For

instance, English language permits upto three segments in the onset as
in *spray’ and four segments in the coda as in ‘texts’. Assamese, Bengali
etc. do not permit more than three consonants in the onset and not more
than two in the coda. Thus a syllable in English can have at the maxi-
mum three consonants in the onset, one vowel in the nucleus and four
&
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consonants in the coda slot.

There is sufficient justification for the division of a syllable into
onset and rhyme. First there is the evidence from the phenomenon known
as thyming in which the vowel in the syllable and any other material
which follows it which determine whether two words rhyme or not quite
independently of the content of the onset as in the words like “bile’ and
‘pile’. Similarly alliteration depends on the identity of onsets, indepen-
dently of t%le content of the rhymes as in the words “light’ and “little’.
Secondly, in many languages including English the placement of word
stress depends on the structure of the rhyme in the syllables which make
up a word (see Carr 1999),

It is highly interesting and informative to note that the conso-
nfmts that constitute the onset and coda are not randomly placed on
either side of the nucleus but they are arranged according to the sonor-
1t): scale rule, that is, each member’s proximity to the vowel is deter-
mined by the sonority scale of the consonants. The more sonorant a
consonant is, the nearer it is to the vowel.

The sonority scale rule plays a crucial role in the structure of
the syllable. The maximum sonorous element is at the centre and as we
move towards the boundary of the syllable less and less sonorous ele-
Ients are arranged, the least sonorous occupying the extreme positions
in the syllables. Thus in the word ‘blank’ there are three slots -onset,
nucleus and coda. In the onset there are two consonants --/b/ and /I/. In
the coda there are two consonants - /P / and/k/. The nucleus of the
syllable /& / lies at the centre. To the left there are two consonants /b/
gnd /. Y/ is more sonorous than /b/ and therefore it is nearer to the
nucleus than /b/ which is less sonorous. To the right of the nucleus there
are two consonants -/I/ and /k/. Here /1/ is more sonorous than /k/ and

+ therefore it takes a position nearer to the vowel than /k/.

Sonority scale rule is an essential notion in the formation of a
Cluster. It tells us that a word like ‘blenk’ is syllabically well-formed but
‘Ibenk” is syllabically ill-formed because it violates the sonority scale
rule. The reason why cluster /rp/, /lp/, etc. do not start a word in Assamese,
Bengali etc. is that it violates the sonority scale rule.
- This rule has a few exceptions. Some syllables beginning with /s/
violate this rule. In words like ‘stand’ ‘school’, etc. the less sonorous /t/
and /k/ are placed next to the nucleus and the more sonorous /s/ is kept
away from the nucleus. But /s/ has been an exception here as well as in
the word final position where the word ends in the plural morpheme ‘s’
after a less sonorous elements before it as in ‘cats’.

In Hindi this violation of sonority scale rule is done away with
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by the /i/ insertion before /s/ making one syllable into two. Thus the
word “stri” which has one syllable becomes a disyllabic word after the
insertion of /i/ at the initial position. /s/ becomes the coda of the first
syllable /is/, and / tri/ becomes the second syllable, strictly according to
the sonority scale rule.

Boundary dispute arises when one goes for syllabification of
words. The consonants that lie between the vowels are often attached
to the wrong nucleus, resulting in boundary dispute. For instance, there
is no dispute as to how many syllables are there in the word ‘abroad’ but
opinions defer as to where to draw the boundary line. Keeping the two
vowels on either sides, the boundary line can be drawn between ‘a’ and
‘broad’, “ab’ and “road’ and finally “abr’ and ‘oad’. All these cannot be
accepted as correct ways of syllabification. The question is how many
of these two consonants be attached to the first nucleus and how many
to the second nucleus. Had all the dictionaries followed a uniform way
of syllabification this problem would not have been there.

Four tools can be applied for a proper syllabification of words.
These are “word initial onset combination principle’, ‘word final coda
combination principle’, ‘maximal onset principle’ and ‘sonority scale rule’
Anyone or more than one taken together will help resolve the boundary
dispute.

The word ‘abroad’ can be considered here. We can divide this
word into two syllables in three ways as given above. In the third divi-
sion, the first syllable has /br/ as the coda. No English word has this as
word final coda combination. Therefore, this syllabification is not ac-
ceptable. In the first syllabification /br/ is in the onset of the second -
syllable. There are several words like ‘bring’, ‘brought’ etc. in English
which have this word initial onset combination. Therefore this is a pos-
sible way of syllabification. In the second syllabification /b/, is in the
coda of the first syllable and /1/ is in the onset of the second syllable.
Words like ‘cab’, ‘tab’, ‘rob’, etc. have /b/ in the coda. Likewise, words
like ‘rat’, ‘read’, etc. have /t/ in the onset. Therefore both these syl-
lables are well-formed. Therefore this way of syllabification is also pos-
sible. When the language specific phonotatics will allow for two or more
ways of syllabification across a syllable boundary, we have to choose
the syllabification which maximises the material in the following onset,
that is, ‘a—broad’ is the correct way of syllabification and not ‘ab-road’,
that is to say, the boundary has to be drawn between ‘a’ and ‘broad’
following the ‘maximal onset principle’.

When the above tools of syllabification are applied to words like
‘korta’, ‘sapna’ etc. in Indian languages, the boundary line weill fall
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between ‘kor’ and ‘ta’ in ‘korta’ and ‘sap’ and ‘na’ in ‘sapna’ because
Bengali phonotatics does not permit /rt/, /pn/, etc. as word initial onset
combination. After drawing the boundary line between ‘kor’ and ‘ta’
and dividing the word into two syllables as “kor’ and “ta’ we find that

/r/ and /t/ have gone into seperate syllables and hence there is no conso-
nant cluster in words. Some Indian linguists have treated these words as
having medical clusters (see Goswami 1966 and 1982). Every contigu-
ous occurrence of consonants is not a cluster as held by Goswami. In
linguistics a cluster has a technical meaning. The sequence, in order to
be a cluster must fall within the same syllable. The /r/ and /t/ in ‘korta’
fall into two separate syllables after syllabification and hence there is no

. cluster in this type of words.

There are valid reasons for accepting this maximal onset prin-
ciple. Some of these are given below.
1. CV type syllables appear to be the syllables that human children first
utter when they begin to speak (ba-ma). In the development of child’s
syllable structure and in syllables in the adult language with branching
onsets, syllables will be uttered as CV structures. The syllables with
coda consonants will be absent at the first stage. This strongly suggests
that onset consonants are in some way more basic than coda conso-
nants,
2. In many cases of aphasia, where post-stroke patients have suffered
damage to their speech, CV syllable structures appear to be the sort that
first begin speech as patients recover their speech.
3.1t may be noted that languages that have onset and coda consonants
permit a wider range of consonants to occur in onset position than in
coda slot. .
4. Fourthly, it has been noticed that in the course of historical develop-
ment there is the chance of loss of articulation of coda consonants. This
is what has happened to ‘I’ and ‘r’ when they occur in coda position. In
words like ‘calm’, ‘palm’, ‘part’ etc. ‘I’ and ‘r* are not articulated be-
cause they are in the coda position. The same letters when they occur
int;hde onset pOSiﬁOﬂ as in ‘play’, ‘C]ay’, "tray,s ‘pray’ etc. are articu-
ated. . '
5. It may be said that there are no known languages which have VC
-type syllables but lack CV -type syllables whereas the reverse is not
the case. This is another indicator to the fact that CV syllables are more
basic than VC syllables or any other syllable type.

Ifthe above discussed four innovative principles can be applied
to syllabification, the prevalent discrepancies can be done away with,
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paving the way for a uniform, correct and an easy way of syllabifica-

“tion. This will further ensure a better learning and teaching of language

at all levels of education.
References :

1. Carr, Philip, (1999) English Phonetics and Phonology : An Introduction. *
Oxford : Blackwell Publishers.

2. Chatterji, S.K. (1926) The Origin ad Development of the Bengali Language.
London : George Allen & Unwin Ltd.

3 e, (1986) A Bengali Phonetic Reader. Calcutta : Rupa & Co.

4. Goswami, Golok Chandra (1966) Imroa'ucn;on to Assamese Phonology.
Poona : Decean College Post-Graduate Research Institute.

Si v (1982) Structure of Assamese. Gauhati : Gauhati University

6. Greenberg, Joseph H. (1978) Universals of Human Language. Stanford :
Stanford University Press.

7. Hornby, A.S. (1969) Advanced Learner s Dictionary of Current
English London : ELBS and Oxford University Press. '

8. Kakati, Banikanta. (1972) (First pub. in 1941) Assamese, its Formation
and Development. Gauhati: Lawyers’ Book Stall.

9. Jones, Daniel (1992) (First pub. in 1917). English Pronouncing Dictionary’).
‘lary. New Delhi : Universal Book Stall. ‘

10. Thompson, Della Ed. (1996) (First ed. in 1911) The Concise Oxford

Dictionary. Delhi : Oxford University Press.

o ¥ W o o o

Edusearch- 37




. S A

CENTRAL LIBRARY N.C.COLLEGE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING AND ITS
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Introduction :

The development history of many advanced countries reveals
the common thesis that their economic development had been preceded
by the development of agriculture, (Prasad-Prasad, 1995). Japan the
most developed nation of Asia witnessed similar experience. However,
it has now become the practice of developing countries like India to
view agriculture as a low form of economic activity and their mistake
has been their failure to recognize the equal treatment that needs to be
SiVeDtO agriculture along with other sectors. Serious imbalance between
agriculture and rest of the economy has arisen due to its high ambition to
attain a sudden growth rate, by giving top priority to industrialization
often at the expense of agriculture. It is, therefore, essential that in every
discussion of economic development in a developing society like India,
agriculture should be viewed as a central theme of discussion, where
poverty is the principal factor of their backwardness. Poverty in these
societies is  result of very low productivity of agricultural workers as
well as backward agricultural practices. One of the crucial factors behind
this has been the low rate of producer’s share in consumer rupee. This
isbecause of the traditional and defective system of agricultural marketing
with high dominance of middlemen that prevails largely around the
country. Such Experience though found in large parts of the country, is
more relevant for the backward and remote areas.

Hence, the basic objective of this paper is to understand the
status and defects of agricultural marketing in Northeast India during
{narketing Practices, Itisbecause of time constraint agricultural marketing
is confined to a major food crop, say, rice in Northeast India.
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Importance of Agricultural Marketing :

In modern times, marketing of agricultural goods and
commodities is more important than even its production, because, in the
absence of an organized marketing system the entire process of
production may crumble down. Agricultural marketing in general can be
defined as a process with a decision to produce a saleable amount of
agricultural output at a remunerative price. An efficient marketing system
serves as an important means for improving the return levels of the
through raising the net level of marketed surplus and for providing
consumer satisfaction.

In a growth process economy, the system of agricultural
marketing provides necessary channels between the farming sector and
the non-farming sector. These channels facilitate the inter-dependence
between agriculture and industry through producer-consumer linkages,
which support the process of agricultural development. It i.s thus
agricultural marketing, which can play a dominant role in improving the
condition of farmers and hence can accelerate economic development
inan agro-Based economy. Further the system of agricultural m.al:keting
not only performs physical and facilitating functions of transmfIg the
products from producers to consumers, but also disct?vers t!me prices fxt
different stages of marketing and transmits the price sxgn‘als in the chain
of marketing. Since pricing is a crucial factor in determining the: volume
of output and marketed surplus, an efficient system of agricultural

marketing is required to ensure price incentives for augmenting higher

quantum of marketed surplus. Besides stimulating production and
ays crucial partin

. . i keting pl
consumption of agri-products agricultural mar
accelerating the pace of economic development (Agarwal, 2004). The

benefits accrued by agricultural sector due to its efﬁCient.marke.ting
facility would encourage this sector to purchase n?anufactur.m g al'tl.c]?s
and, in furn, there will be an expansion of industrial mar.ketmg. This in
turn leads to higher rate of capital accumulation enhancing the pace of

economic development.
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Marketing Practices and Main Defects of Agricultural Marketing
in Northeast India:

The marketing practices of agricultural produce, especially rice
in northeastern region is accomplished through both the free market
and the state controlled market. The traditional system of free market is
predominant in the region wherein the small traders in village or agents
of wholesalers and millers operate in the village called ‘hat’. Another
type of agricultural marketing normally takes place in urban areas where
wholesalers and millers sell a fraction of the produce to the local
consumers and the rest is supplied to the consuming centers. The

difference between ‘hat’ or ‘primary market’ and ‘terminal market® is

that in terminal market transaction largely takes place among the traders
while in the primary market transaction takes place between the
producers and the traders,

Rice marketinig came under state controlled market in 1960 with
the establishment of Assam Co-operative Apex Marketing Society and
Primary Marketing Co-operative Societies under the policy of State
Trading in rice, These two institutions contributed much in the
procurement of rice till 1969 when the state trading on rice was
deactivated. In 1973 the State take-over of the wholesale trade in rice
started by Assam government was accompanied by the organization of
665 Gaon Sabha Level Co-operative Societies. These societies were
involved in procuring rice as the agents of the Food Corporation of India
(FC). The FCI and the Assam Co-operative Apex Marketing Society
took up the marketing of rice in Sate assuring a minimum price to the
farmers, During the State take-over of wholesale trade the private
operation in wholesale trade of rice was virtually eliminated. However
the private traders have reappeared after the government relaxed its
control over the wholesale trade. In free market system, marketed surplus
of rice moves from the village level primary markets to the large
secondary markets located in urban centers through a number of
middlemen. The middiemen in the system of traditional free market
generally indulge in malpractices due to which farmer-sellers cannot get
reasonable prices for their produce. The rice consumers pay hi gher price
to the middlemen which does not reach the producers’ pocket.
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The operations of middlemen in the village markets can be

“classified into three groups - village traders locally known as ‘Bepari’,

commission agents of big traders and rice-millers, and the itinerant traders.
The village traders appear as the most common purchasers during the
post-harvest season either from ‘hats’ or from the “farm house’ at much
lower prices. The itinerant traders ramble from village to village to collect
paddy from the farmers and sell them in the nearest markets after
converting into rice. The small and even some of the large farmers
always remain satisfied by offering their produces to the itinerant traders
at arelatively low price due to the absence of quick and low cost transport
facilities, storage capacity and fear of being cheated by the middlemen
in market centers. Rice is also sold by small and marginal farmers weekly
and fortnightly in the periodical markets located in rural areas to meet
their urgent cash requirements. Another kind of selling appeared among
the small and poor farmers termed as distress sales in which case still
money lenders have considerable influence on the marketing of rice.
Because the poor farmers generally borrow money from the money
lenders on an oral agreement of selling their produce to them, just after
the harvest, at a price much lower than the prevailing market price. This
way the marginal and small farmers are obliged to make distress sales

* which constitute a good share of paddy marketing. However distress

sales generally do not prevail among the large farmers who dispose off
their produce normally during the mid-season and the lean-season at
higher prices because of their capacity to wait for better prices. Many
of them sell their produce without converting into rice to the middlemen
at their door level. This is because they think that higher price received
from market sale of the produce would not be beneficial after incurring
transport cost, marketing charges and the cost of conversion.

Conclusion:

" Thus, there is multiplicity of problems related to agricultural
marketing in Northeast India. The defects of agricultural marketing in
Northeast part are subject to multi-dimensional factors, such as, absence
of uninterrupted and quick mode of transport and communication facilities,
insufficient infrastructure facilities, lack of market information, and non-
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regulation of the market. Moreover, farmers are poor and illiterate and
are confronted with powerful and organized traders, commission agents
etc. who often cheat and exploit them in variety of ways in the absence
of market facilities. Such an unsatisfactory and highly exploitative nature
of agricultural marketing structure often hinders the pace of economic

development of the region.
!

All these call for an efficient marketing system which is a key
~component for stimulating agricultural production as well as its volume
of marketed surplus that facilitates the pace of economic development.
Marketing efficiency is essentially the degree of market performance
defining as the movement of goods from the producers to the ultimate
consumers at the lowest possible cost and margin. Indian economy is
an agro-based economy and so it would have increasing dependence on
the power of agricultural marketing in order to realize the full potential
of agricultural production, growth and development. Hence, there is a
multidimensional importance of agricultural marketing in an agriculture
dominated economy or region. It is therefore imperative that urgent
attention be given to research and development in agriculture sector of
this region, so that maximum generation of marketed surplus could be
possible to maintain the promotion of economic development and
appropriate policy prescriptions could be drawn in this respect in face of
present liberal economic policy, before worsening the conditions of
region’s economy.
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ABSTRACT

Inclusive growth by its very definition implies an
equitable allocation of resources with benefits incurred to every section
of the society. But the allocation of resources must be focused on the
intended short and long term benefits of the society such as availability
of consumer goods, people access, employment, standard of living etc.
As we know that in the XIth Plan GDP Growth likely to be of average
8.2 % as compared to 7.7 % of the 10® Plan but what we are lacking is
the achievement of inclusiveness. The 11th Plan defines inclusive growth
to be “a growth process which yields broad-based benefits and ensures
equality of opportunity for ali”. But this inclusiveness is not reflected as
it was expected. We have seen progress on inclusiveness: Agricultural
Growth, Poverty Reduction, Education, Health, Upliftment of Scs /STs
etc. But however progress on inclusiveness is less than expected. Thus,
it highlights the definition and concept of “inclusive growth”, its
characteristics and the challenges in the North Eastern Region of India
is going to face in achieving “inclusive growth” in the real sense of the
term. But it is difficult to assess performance on inclusiveness as it is a

multidimensional concept and progress therefore needs to be assessed
In many different dimensions.

Key Words: Inclusive growth, Agricultural Growth, Poverty
Reduction, Education.

INTRODUCTION

Inclusive education (IE) is a new approach towards educating
the children with disability and learning difficulties with that of normal
ones within the same roof. It seeks to address the learning needs of all
children with a specific focus on those who are vulnerable to
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marginalization and exclusion. It implies all learners — with or without
disabilities being able to learn together through access to common pre-
school provisions, schools and community educational setting with an
appropriate network of support services. This is possible only in flexible
education system that assimilates the needs of diverse range of learners
and adapts itself to meet these needs (Kumar and Kumar, 2007).

Inclusive growth is a major concern for human development in
India with rising inequalities. Despite tremendous growth of economy,
failure on distributive front has aggravated the progressive journey towards
collective well-being. Inclusive growth has become the buzzword in
policy-spheres with recent phenomenon of rapid growth wi.th
characteristic patterns of exclusion. The sectoral, social and spatial
inequalities have raised questions about welfare approaches ?f
Government planning, and emphasised the role of the private secto.r in
addressing development issues in the country. Employment generation,
social and developmental infrastructure, health-care and rural
diversification are some of the major suggestions from experts. Due to
faulty approaches and often politically motivated policies, growth has
generated inequalities. It is imperative for the planners and policy:makers
to make growth inclusive through adoption of pragmatic polic‘les. The
journey towards balancing the outcome of economic growth 1n\folves
many challenges. The dominant challenges include the imperatl\"e. of
maintaining the acceleration of economic growth without compromising
on human development and sustainability

(Pandey, 2009).
INCLUSIVE GROWTH: MEANING

To begin with, inclusive growth is intimately related to Pro-poor
growth, particularly with its relative conceptualisation that requires both
poverty and inequality be reduced for growth to be pro-poor. Although
some inclusive growth definitions are interchangeable with abs'olute pr‘o-
poor growth, most understand that reducing both poverty and mequalfty
is at the heart of the meaning of inclusive growth. There is no clal:lty
about what the relationship between poverty and inequality reduction
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should be, nor about whether a certain rate of change should be achieved.
But the understanding prevails that both matter, wherein inclusive growth
has a central dimension pertaining to the outcomes of economic activity
in terms of levels of poverty and inequality.

Inclusive growth as the literal meaning of the two words refers
to both the pace and the pattern of the economic growth. The literature
on the subject draws fine distinction between direct income redistribution
or shared growth and inclusive growth. The inclusive growth approach
takes a longer term perspective as the focus is on productive employment
rather than on direct income redistribution, as a means of increasing
incomes for excluded groups. Inclusive growth is, therefore, supposed
to be inherently sustainable as distinct from income distribution schemes
which can in the short run reduce the disparities, between the poorest
and the rest, which may have arisen on account of policies intended to
jumpstart growth. While income distribution schemes can allow people,

to benefit from economic growth in the short run, inclusive growth allows

people to “contribute to and benefit from economic growth”
(Chakrabarty, 2010).

The ‘inclusive growth’ as a strategy of economic development
received attention owing to a rising concern that the benefits of economic
growth have not been equitably shared. Growth is inclusive when it
creates economic opporturiities along with ensuring equal access to them.
Apart from addressing the issue of inequality, the inclusive growth may
also make the poverty reduction efforts more effective by explicitly
creating productive economic opportunities for the poor and vulnerable
sections of the society. The inclusive growth by encompassing the hitherto
excluded population can bring in several other benefits as well to the
economy. The concept “Inclusion” should be seen as a process of
including the excluded as agents whose participation is essential in the
very design of the development process, and not simply as welfare targets
of development programmes (Planning Commission, 2007). .

Inclusive growth basically means, “Broad based growth,
shared growth, and pro-poor growth”. It decreases the rapid growth
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rate of poverty in a country and increases the involvement of people
into the growth process of the country. Inclusive growth by its very
definition implies an equitable allocation of resources with benefits
incurred to every section of the society. But the allocation of resources
must be focused on the intended short and long term benefits of the
society such as availability of consumer goods, people
access, employment, standard of living etc. It sets a direct relationship
between macro and micro determinant of the economy and its growth.
The micro dimension includes the structural transformation of the society
and macro dimension includes the country’s gross national product (GNP)
and gross domestic product (GDP). To maintain rapid and sustainable
growth is some time very difficult because resources vapourise during
the allocation and may give rise to negative externality such as rise
in corruption which is major problem in developing nations. But however
it has created an environment of equality in opportunity in all dimension
of livelihood. Such as employment creation, market, consumption,
production, and has created a platform for people who are poor to access
good standard of living. If we focus on the inequality between poor and

" rich household in a country we can reach to an optimal solution so that

we can minimize the difference (Wikipedia).

NEED FOR INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN NORTH EASTERN
REGION

Inclusive growth is necessary for sustainable development and
equitable distribution of wealth and prosperity. Achieving inclusive grc?wﬂl
is the biggest challenge for north eastern region. The challenge 1s to
take the levels of growth to all section of the society and to all parts. of
the region. The best way to achieve inclusive growth is through develo;.nng
people’s skills. Mr. Jeffrey, Chairman & CEO of Manpower Planmflg,
USA, said that, a multifaceted approach towards education and skills
development is necessary to achieve growth. He said the chal!engfe of
skills shortage can be addressed through public private partnership. Sm.ce
independence, significant improvement in India’s economic and social
development made the nation to grow strongly in the 21 stcen’fury. 'I:he
following factors encouraged the India to concentrate more on inclusive
o Edusearch- 47
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» The exclusion in terms of low agriculture growth, low quality employment
growth, low human development, rural-urban divides, gender and
socialine qualities, and regional disparities etc. are the problems for the
nation. Reducing of poverty and other disparities and raising of economic
growth are the key objectives of the nation through inclusive growth.

* Political leadership in the country plays a vital role in the overall
development of the country. But, the study has found that politicians in
India have a very low level of scientific literacy.

» Corruption is one of the ills that prevent inclusive growth.

. Litergcy levels have to rise to provide the skilled workforce required
for higher growth.

* Economic reforms in the country are overwhelmed by out dated

philosophies and allegations by the politicians and opposition parties in
India.

* Inclusiveness benchmarked against achievement of monitor able targets

related to (i) Income & Poverty, (ii) education, (iii) health, (iv) women &
children, (v) infrastructure, (vi)environment.

* Even at international level also, there is a concern about inequalities

and exclusion and now they are also taking about inclusive approach for
development.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Kumar and Kumar (2007) observed in their studies that
inclusive growth (IE)is not only the alternative measures for children
with special needs (CWSN) for want of separate special schools for
these children but it is a scientific well thou ght strategy for their overall
development; of course it is cost effective and doubly suitable for a
developing country like India. Various initiatives for teaching of CWSN
along with normal children in main stream schools popularly known as
IE are being taken at different levels but still 95 percent of CWSN are
out of mainstream schools. Even the schools where IE is in operation,

Edusearch- 48

-infrastructural facilities required for inclusive teaching-learning processes
are poor. Capability of teachers required to deal CWSN along with normal
children also appear to be poor reflecting the poor quality of training for
IE. The only point of satisfaction is that importance of IE has been

recognized and government is working hard to provide universal education
to CWSN under IE.

Das (2013) remarked in her studies that if we are advocating
any kind of stability whether financial, economic, political or social and
inclusive growth with stability, it is not possible to attain these goals
without achieving financial inclusion. Financial inclusion promotes thrift
and develops culture of saving, improves access to credit both
entrepreneurial and emergency. Current policy objective of inclusive
growth with stability is not possible without achieving universal Financial
Inclusion. Thus, financial inclusion is the key driver of attaining inclusive
growth.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

i) To focus on some indicators of inclusive growth in the North Eastern
Region.

ii) To highlight the issues and challenges of inclusive growth in the North
Eastern Region.

DATA AND METHODOLOGY

The study is based on secondary sources of data collected from
various sources like NSS data for consumption expenditure and incidence
of poverty. Besides Census, Planning Commission and Human
Development Report are also referred. For measuring growth NSS data
have been used. For calculating the incidence of poverty, Planning
Commission data on poverty line is used. As 2009-10 data was not
available the PLs of 2004-05 data has been updated as reported in GOI
(2007). Thus, incidence of poverty is calculated using the old official
poverty line. The incidence of poverty is measured as the percentage of
population below the poverty line, also known as the Head Count Ratio.
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The nominal expenditure of consumption data taken from NSS
is deflated at constant (1999-2000) prices by using implicit price deflator.
The growth of Monthly Per Capita consumption Expenditure (MPCE
is calculated using deflated MPCE data. - .

INDICATORS OF INCLUSIVE GROWTH

The concept of inclusive growth is much broader as it includes
anumber of indicators. The most important of those indicators are growth
of income and reduction in poverty and level of inequality. Inclusive
nature of growth can be studied by uéing the rate of change in incidence
of poverty and growth of consumption expenditure. Specifically, growth
is considered to be pro-poor if poverty incidence declined at a higher
rate compared to preceding period and if the per annum change in income
in current period exceeds that in the previous period. Studies showed
that negative covariance between mean based averages of income/
consumption and incidence of poverty, as generally done in empirical
studies, cannot be taken as evidence of inclusion. This is because time
series estimates of absolute poverty, measured as the proportion of
population living below the subsistence minimum, which is kept invariant,
would provide little clue as to how far the status of the poor co-varied
with the growth process, however measured, of the
economy.(Suryanarayana,ZOOS). Some of the indicators are given below:

TABLE-1 SELECTED INDICATORS —-INDIA

Indicators , 1991 2011
GNP per capita(ppp in USD) 877 3582 -
Life expectancy at Birth (years) 58 67
Infant Mortality Rate(per 1000 live births) 81 47
Matemal Mortality Ratioper], 00,000 live births) 570 212
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Mean year of schooling 3.0 5.1
Literacy Rate 65 74
Percentage of below povertyline population 51 29.8

Source: Census and Human Development Report 2011

*Indicators are selected on the basis of which HDI is
calculated.

Eleventh Plan Achievements on Inclusive Growth

The following are some important indicators showing the extent to which
the Eleventh Plan succeeded in fulfilling the objective of inclusive growth.
(In some cases, where the data relate to the NSSO surveys, the time
period for comparison is before and after 2004-05.)

« GDP growth in the Eleventh Plan 200708 to 201112 was 8 per cent
compared with 7.6 per cent in the Tenth Plan (200203 to 2006—-07) and
only 5.7 per cent in the Ninth Plan (1997-98 to 2001-02). The growth
rate of 7.9 per cent in the Eleventh Plan period is one of the highest of
any country in that period which saw two global crises.

» Agricultural GDP growth accelerated m the Eleventh Plan, to an average
rate of 3.7 per cent, compared with 2.4 per cent in the Tenth Plan, and
2.5 per cent in the Ninth Plan.

« The percentage of the population below the poverty line declined at
the rate of 1.5 percentage points (ppt) per year in the period 2004-05 to
2009-10, twice the rate at which it declined in the previous period 1993~
94 to 2004—05. (When the data for the latest NSSO survey for 2011-12
become available, it is likely that the rate of decline may be close to 2

ppt per year.)

« The rate of growth of real consumption per capita in rural areas in the
period 2004-05 to 2011-12 was 3.4 per cent per year which was four
times the rate in the previous period 1993-94 to 2004-05.
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» The rate of unemployment declined from 8.2 per cent in 2004-05 to
6.6 per cent in 2009-10 reversing the trend observed in the earlier period
when it had actually increased from 6.1 per cent in 1993-94 to 8.2 per
centin 2004-05.

* Rural rea.l wages increased 6.8 per cent per year in the Eleventh Plan
(2007-08 t0 2011-12) compared to an average 1.1 percent per year in
the previous decade, led largely by the government’s rural policies and
initiatives.

* Complete immunization rate increased by 2.1 ppt per year between
2002-04 and 200708, compared to a 1.7 ppt fall per year between
1998-99 and 2002-04. Similarly, institutional deliveries increased by 1.6
ppt per year between 200204 and 2007-08 higher than the 1.3 ppt
Increase per year between 1998-99 and 2002—04.

. * Net enrolment rate at the Primary level rose to a near universal 98.3
per cent in 2009-10. Dropout rate (classes I-VIII) also showed
unl?rovements, falling 1.7 Ppt per year between 2003-04 and 2009-10,
which was twice the 0.8 ppt fall between 1998-99 and 2003—04.

Annual Growth Rates in State Domestic Product in Different
Plan Periods in the NER and India

- State/UT
- 8"Plan  9%Ppjap 10"Plan | 11%Plan
(1992-97)  (1997-2002) (2002-07) (2007-12)
Arunachal Pradesh 5.1 44 5.8 6.4
Assam E 2.8 2.1 6.1 6.5
Manipur 4.6 6.4 11.6 5.9
Meghalaya © 38 62 5.6 7.3

Mizoram ‘ NA NA 59 7.1
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.Nagaland 8.9 2.6 83 9.3
Sikkim 5.3 83 7.7 6.7
Tripura 66 7.4 - 87 6.9
All India GDP 6.5 5.5 7.7 9.0

Source: CSO (base 1999-2000 constant price) as on 31.8.2007.

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

North Eastern Region currently faces several issues and
challenges in the area of Financial Inclusion for Inclusive growth.

Salient among them are stated here below;
1. SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF BANKING SERVICES

- Even though after often emphasized policy intervention by the
government and the concerted efforts of Reserve Bank of India and the
public sector banks there has been a significant increase in the number
of bank offices in the rural areas; but it is not in tune with the large
population living in the rural areas. For a population of 70% only 45% of

bank offices provide the financial services.
&

2. REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF BANKING SERVICES
The analysis by the authors brings to the fore that there has
been uneven distribution of the banking services in terms of population
coverage per bank office in the six regions viz; Northern, North-eastern,
Eastern, Central, Western and Southern regions of the country.
3. OVERCOMING BANKERS’ AVERSION FOR FINANCIAL
INCLUSION .
Even though no banker openly expresses his aversion for the
financial inclusion process, overtly it can be noticed that they are averse
to it in view of the cost aspects involved in opening of no frill accounts.
4. BANK BRANCHES
Bank branches are required to be increased as it has a direct
impact on the progress of financial inclusion. It is clearly established
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that as the bank branches increase number of bank accounts also
increase significantly.

5. POVERTY LEVELS

Poverty levels are having direct relationship with the progress of
financial inclusion. The authors have established in their study that as
the poverty levels decrease financial inclusion also increase. As such,
there should be multi fold strategic approach in such poverty dominated
areas for financial inclusion. Economic Survey 2009-10, Government of
. India, New Delhi, 2010. The economic activity is being supported by a
significant rise in domestic savings and capital formation. Insufficiency
of capital is considered as an important limiting factor for growth (Ahmad,
2007). The step up in the growth rate of the Indian economy since
2003-04, has been driven by a higher capital formation, supported by a
sizeable increasg in the rate of gross domestic savin gs. Over the longer
term, India’s gross domestic savings and gross domestic capital formation
have increased substantially. Both savings and capital formation have
grown steadily throughout, rising from low levels of 9 percent of GDP
during 1950s to 23 percent ranges in the 1990s. The national savings
rate surged further to 27 percent during 2000-04, buoyed by inflow of
remittances. Domestic savings and capital formation rates reached highs
during 2005-06. Gross domestic savings rose to 32 percent of GDP in
2005-06 from 31 percent in 2004-05. The increase during the year was
driven by higher private corporate and household savings. Due to higher
savings rate as well as the higher recourse to foreign savings, the gross
domestic ¢apital formation increased to 33 percent of GDP in 2005-06,
a substantial jump from 23 percent recorded during 2001-02. Overall,

the average gross domestic savings and gross domestic capital formation
was much high than that in 1980

CONCLUSION

Inclusive development is needed to i improve the condition of the
vulnerable groups of our society. The overal] growth strategy would be
an important step for regional development and also to deal with the
legitimate aspirations of the people of the neglected regions. This will
require inter-state cooperation and strengthenin g the pace of development
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of inter-state and intra-state connectivity of tribal and other isolated
communities spread-through forests and difficult terrain. It will need
better governance and deeper involvement of local people in the
development processes. Skill development and employment opportunities
must be an important component of this strategy. Planning has traditionally
focused on the need to provide special support to historically
disadvantaged groups. SCs and STs have a special status under the
Constitution. Some other disadvantaged groups needing special support
are OBCs, minorities, de-notified tribes, semi-nomadic and nomadic tribes,

prlrnltlve tribal groups, dlfferently-abled persons, widows, senior citizens,

internally displaced persons, people living with HIV/AIDS, victims of
alcoholism and substance abuse. Inequitable access to new technology,
education, infrastructure and investment are fuelling the divide, particularly
between rural and urban areas and between coastal and inland provinces.
Bridging this growing gap isessential to promote inclusive growth, and
to make growth sustainable
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INVENTORY-WHO NEEDS IT?

Dr. Biplab Karmakar.
Asstt. Prof. in Mathematics
N.C.College, Badarpu

The control and maintenance of inventory isa common problem
in all enterprises in any sector of economy. For example, inventories
must be maintained in Agriculture, Industry, Military, Retail
establishinent etc. There are several reasons why organizations
maintain inventories. The main reason is that it is physically or
economically impossible to have goods arrive in a given system precisely
at the time when demands for them occur. In absence of inventories
customers would have to wait until their orders were filled from a source.
However customer cannot be allowed to wait for long period of time.
There are several other reasons for holding inventories as well. For
example, the price of some raw materials used by a manufacturer may
exhibit considerable seasonal fluctuations. When the priceislow, itis
profitable to procure a sufficient quantity of it to last through the high
priced season and to keep it in inventories to be used when need arises.

The two basic questions that must be answered in controlling
the inventory of any physical goods, are when to replenish the inventory
and how much to order for replenishments. The problem of inventory
management of any organization or firm which stocks different items
for sale to the customers is related to the above two questions. As

 sales occur, the stock is depleted over time. The firm has its own
mechanism of placing orders and obtaining fresh replenishments. The
manner in which this reorder option is exercised is termed as the firm’s
inventory policy. The problem of making optimal decisions with regard
to the above questions is called an inventory problem. In a different
language, an inventory problem deals with making of decisions that
minimizes the total cost of the inventory system or maximizes the profit
gained while meeting customers’ demands. Hence, the solution to an
inventory problem is a set of specific values of the variables that
minimizes the total cost of the system or maximizes the total profit of
the system.
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In every sector of economy, the control of the material flow

--from suppliers of raw materials to final customers is an important

phenomenon. To materialize this situation of economic sector, different
fruitful strategies are given topmost priority by the management.

The total investment in inventories and the control of capital
tied up in a raw material, work-in-progress, and finished goods are
dealt with newer scientific approach day by day. Advances in
technological world have drastically changed the possibilities to apply
more efficient inventory control techniques. Modern inventory control
is based on advanced and complex decision models, which may
recognize considerable computational efforts.

There are great differences between existing inventory systems.
They differ in size and complexity; in the types of items they carry, in
the costs associated with operating of the system, in the nature of
stochastic process associated with the system and in the nature of the
information available to decision makers at any given point oftime. All
these differences can be considered to reflect variations in the
structure of the inventory system. These variations can have important
bearings on the types of operating doctrines that should be used in
controlling the system.

To make the solution of an inventory problem easier, it is
necessary to build a mathematical model, which describes the inventory
situation. As complete accuracy is not possible in this real world, so
some approximations and simplifications must be made for building
the mathematical model. '

All organization keeps a supply of inventory for the Jollowing
reasons:

1. 7o maintain independence of operations: A supply of materials
atawork centerallows that center flexibility in operations. For example,
as there are costs for making each new production setup, this inventory
allows management to reduce the number of setups. Independence of
workstations is desirable on assembly lines as well. The time that it
takes to do identical operations will naturally vary from one unit to the
next.
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Therefore, it is desirable to have a cushion of several parts
within the workstation so that shorter performance times can

compensate for longer performance times. This way the average output
can be fairly stable.

2. To meet variation in product demand: 1f the demand for the

product is known precisely, it may be possible (though not necessarily’

economical) to produce the product to exactly meet the demand.

Usually, however, demand is not completely known, and a safety or

buffer stock must be maintained to absorb variation.

3. To allow flexibility in production scheduling: A stock of inventory
relieves the pressure on the production system to get the goods out.
This causes longer lead times, which permit production planning for
smoother flow and lower-cost operation through larger lot-size

production. High setup costs, for example, favour producing a larger
number of units once the setup has been made. )

4. To take advantage of economic purchase order size: There are
costs to place an order, labour, phone calls, typing, postage, and so
on. Therefore, the larger each order is, the fewer the orders that need

to be written. Also, shipping costs favour larger orders the larger the
shipment, the lower the per-unit cost.

There are several other reasons for holding inventories as well.
For example, the price of some raw materials used by a manufacturer
may exhibit considerable seasonal fluctuations. When the price is low,
it is profitable to procure a sufficient quantity of it to last through th(;

high priced season and to keep it in inventories to be used when need
arises.

Researcher are engaged in developing the subject with
more scientific approach starting from second world war to this age
of advanced information technology using the modern techniques. The
books by (Donald Waters, 2003, Sven Axsater, 2006, Naddor,1966,
Muckstadt and Sapra, 2010) are worth mentioning in this regard.
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We all can recognize the necessity of inventories to sustain
operations within an economy. One major role of the management is
to determine polices that create and distribute inventories most
effectively. Though there are many factors or forces that may affect
the policies selected by the management. Then environment plays an
important role in materializing the selected polices.

Agricultural output is dictated by the growing seasons for
crops in a particular location. The harvested crops may not be
consumed for several years. Thus inventories may be created because
of capacity limitations, seasonal cycles, different new features of the
modern economy etc.

Inventory is also used to meet the current demand from stock
which was created earlier because of the cyclic nature of the incoming
supply of inventory.

-

An inventory system provides the organizational structure and
the operating policies for maintaining and controlling goods to be
stocked. The system is responsible for ordering and receipt of goods.”

System Parameters:

The properties of fnventory system depend on several
components or parameters such as, Demands, Replenishments,
constraints and Inventory Costs etc.

Demands

are units taken from inventory and can be categorized according
10 their size. Demand size refersto the magnitude of demand and has
the dimension of quantity. When demand size is known the system is
known as deterministic. When the demand size is not known, the
system is known as probabilistic or stochastic. The Demand rate
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is the demand size per unit time and demand patterns refer how units
are withdrawn from inventory.

Replenishments are units put into inventory and can be categories
according to size, pattern, and lead time. Replenishment size means
the quantity of the order to be received into inventory. They may be
constant, variable, depending on the type of inventory system.

Replenishment pattern refers to,how the units are added to
inventory. Replenishment pattern are generally instantaneous, uniform
or batch. Replenishment lead time is the length of time between the
~ decision to replenish to order an item and its actual arrival in stock. It
may be constant or a variable. In case of variable lead time probability
distribution are used.

Constraints are limitations which are imposed on inventory
system. Warehouse space constraint may limit the amount of inventory
held, Capital constraint restrict the amount of money invested in
inventories. Similarly facilities, equipment and personal constraint may
check the supply capability and operating level of an organization.

Inventory costs

As we know cost effective control of inventories can cut costs

signi.ﬁcantly, and contribute to the effective flow of goods and prompt
services in the good economy.

Inventory costs are associated with the operation of an inventory
system and result from action or lack of action on the part of
management in establishing the system. They are basic economic
parameters to any inventory decision model.

‘The !)urchase or unit cost of an item is the unit purchase priceifitis
obtam?d from external source. The ordering or a setup or a
replenishment cost originates from the expense of issuing a purchase

order to on outside supplier and from internal production setup
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costs. This cost is directly varied with the number of orders or setups

“placed. Order cost includes such items as making requisitions, analyzing

vendors writing purchase orders, receiving materials inspecting
materials, following up of orders and doing the paperwork to complete
the transaction.

Holding or a carrying cost is the cost associated with investing in
inventory and maintaining the physical investment in storage. It is item
dependent parameters with dimension of dollars or rupees per unit
period. Itincludes insurances, taxes, obsolescence, warehouse, rental,
light, heat etc.

The shortage or stock out cost is the penalty incurred for being
unable to meet a demand when it occurs. The cost parameter depends
on items but not on the source of replenishment. It has two wings
internal or external shortage internal shortage occur when an order of
a group or department within the organization is not filled and external
shortage occur when customers order is not filled. External shortage
can incur back order costs, present profit loss and future profit loss.
Internal shortage can result in lost production and delay in a completion
date.
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'COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT OF
' NABINCHANDRA COLLEGE LIBRARY IN
THE DIGITAL ERA

Dr. Sankar Kumar Chakrabarty,
Selection Grade Librarian (Associate)

N.C.College, Badarpu

ABSTRACT:

(;ollecﬁon Development is a vital process in creating and building a
Iibrary collection, be it in an institution, college, school or a public li-
brary. It is a well planned activity for which a well defined policy is
essentia!l. The development primarily includes acquisition, selection,
evaluation, preservation and weeding out materials/ books/ journals,
e’fc.. after assessing user needs. With the advent of Internet and the
digital era, there has been a shift from hard copy formats to digital
formats, Accordingly the collection development policy has been modi-
fied to include the digital content in a collection. Costs of building the
collection have also to include the cost of technology and distribution
of digital content. This paper gives an overview of collection develop-
ment of N.C. College, Badarpur pointing out objectives, purposes,
responsibilities for selection, guidelines for selection, selection sources
and maintenance of the selection. This paper also reflects the digital
resources and collection development.

Keywords: Collection Development, Digital Era, Digital Resouces,

CPHecﬁon Development Policy, Collection Devel opment Procedures,
Librarians, . :

. Nabinchandra College Library was started along with the
establishment of the College in 1969 in order to cater to the academic
needs of tl:ne faculty, students, and non-teaching staff. Since then, the
College.lerary has grown from strength to strength to live-up to the
expectations of its immediate clientele. This college is affiliated to Assam
University; Silchar. It is one of the best equipped libraries of the Southern
part of Assam in N.E. region.
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The mission of the Nabinchandra College library is to provide

avariety of learning centered resources, services, and facilities to support

a diverse community; to encourage academic achievement, student
success, and lifelong learning; and to enhance teaching excellence.

Collection Development is defined as the planned purchase of
materials in various formats to match the instructional and research
needs of the campus within the current fiscal environment and resources
sharing opportunities. The heart of a library is its collections. The
buildings house them; the library personnel acquire and manage them
and teach users how best to access and use them. '

OBJECTIVES OF THE COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT .

e To develop high quality, relevant and balanced collections that
aim to support and strengthen teaching, learning, and research
by providing information resources that are becoming
increasingly diverse, non-traditional, and interdisciplinary.

¢ Implement collection development and management policies
to sustain and continue to build the print, media and electronic
resources to support the information needs of the University
including continuing-education programmes.

- »  Provide leadership in a team-based environment in planning,
managing, formulating policies, and prioritizing resources and
to develop balanced collections that meet with new demands
and evolving technology.

o To build on existing collection strengths and to develop
awareness of and responsiveness to new user demands and
new technologies. '

e Maintain and actively seek communication with teaching faculty
and subject selectors to guide the Libraries in anticipating and
fulfilling the changing information and curricular needs and to
identify areas of excellence and growth.

-
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¢ To be aware of and responsive to the dynamics of curriculum
change based on guidelines for the assessment of library support
for proposed new courses and programs.

¢ Expand access to information through resource sharing and other
co-operative arrangements with libraries locally and worldwide.

PURPOSE OF COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY

Collection development is to provide a guideline to facilitate the
development and management of the Libraries’ collection for teaching
faculty and all involved in building and managing the collection. The
Collection Development Policy has been carefully described to enable
the selection of library resources, which support the realization of the
Col.lege Library’s mission. It will become a framework for on-going
review and projected growth, and will be adjusted as necessary on a
continuous basis. This policy will :

¢ serve as a communication device that clarifies objectives to
library staff, and contribute to operational efficiency in terms of
routine decisions.

* provide information for allocation of funds.

* facilitate co-ordination and cooperation among library staff and
with other libraries.

® guide the Libraries in developing and maintaining rich and quality
resources in support of teaching and research.

® guide in the balanced treatment of subjects provide objective
criteria for collection development and selection.

® provide a means of interpreting the collection to library users.

* provide guidance on efficient and effective selection, acquisition,
and dissemination of scholarly information.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR SELECTION :

Materials selection is the responsibility of the faculty of each academic
department. Faculty members select and request materials supporting

Edusearch - 64

their curriculum. Request is submitted to the department chair who
approves the requests and forwards them to the Librarian. The Librarians
select and purchase materials in all subject areas since they are in the
position to observe the weaknesses in the collection. The Librarian is
ultimately responsible for the acquisition of materials that will provide a
balanced collection in all areas.

The Nabinchandra College Library welcomes suggestions from
students. Criteria listed below for the purchase of materials will be
followed. However, consideration will be given to titles of recreational
or special interest that students request.

GUIDELINES FOR SELECTION :

The major factors used in selecting library materials of N.C. College,
Badarpur are:

LI relevance of the subject to the curriculum
. appropriateness for the use and potential for use
. appropriateness for the entire collection, including filling gaps,

and strength or weakness of collection in the same subject

. quality, authoritativeness, and accuracy as determined by
review sources and bibliographic aids

. cost in relation to the budget and to coﬁxpeting sources

. reputation of the author and/or publisher

* suitability of content to format

. inclusion in indexes and bibliographies

° timeliness, or permanence, if relevant

° demand, as determined by user requests/ILL on the same
subject
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. strength of present holdings in subject area
° other considerations specific to the material type

A broad spectrum of materials representing a balanced point of view in
a variety of formats is acquired to support student informational needs
and the curriculum of the college.

SELECTION SOURCES H

Sources used to support decisions for inclusion in the collections include,
but are not limited to :

. choice

. “booklist

. library Journal

. publishers Wéekly

° internet book review sitgs

MAINTENANCE OF THE COLLECTION:
REPLACEMENTS:

The N.C. College Library does not attempt to replace all lost,
damaged, or worn materials. Adequate subject coverage and demand
areconsidered before replacement.

BINDING:

The previously stated criteria are used in decisions pertaining to
rebinding of books. Limited in-house book and binding repair is done as
needed.

WEEDING:

Department chairs are periodically asked to review their curriculum
areas to identify obsolete and worn materials. A section of the collection
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will be scheduled for review each year in conjunction with the appropriate

faculty. Librarians also review certain areas of the collection to weed

materials that are no longer useful. However, unless materials are
obviously of no value to the collection, they are not discarded until the
faculty member most concerned with the materials is consulted. Final
disposal of such materials rests with the Librarian.

GIFTPOLICY:

The Library welcomes gifts of useful materials with the
understanding that the library may dispose of the materials at its discretion.
Materials selection criteria are followed in making such decisions. The
Library assumes no responsibility for appraisal of gift items nor can the
Library accept gifts under considerations. Donors are asked to sign the
“Statement of Gift Collection™.

Library Collection Development Cycle

SELECTION
read _reviews

respond to requests

MAINTENANCE

DIGITAL RESOURCES AND COLLECTION
DEVELOPMENT :

With the digitization of books, documents, journals and other forfns
of material, modifications of policies would take place. Overall the policy
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set for published material could be modified accordingly; the entire
philosophy of Collection needs to be changed as simply duplicating the
collection practices evolved for print materials in the new information
(network) environment. Technology related factors have to be incorporated
in the policy as this would affect the selection of material; budgeting has
to be modified to include the hardware and software costs. As builders of
collections, librarians now have a larger and more complex set of resources
from which to select. These resources range from analogue versions of
books, journals, encyclopedias and sound, to digital versions of these in a
variety of formats such as CDROM, DVD, digital video tape, to online
digital e-journals, e-books and online databases. Digitization would also
have an effect on the preservation and archiving as resources would also
be available in digital format. Resource sharing and document supply would
have to be re-thought keeping in mind the availability of digital resources.

CONCLUSION:

Digital resources are affecting collection management palicies and
they are drawing attention to two ateas that have been neglected for too
long in libraries, namely how do libraries change to meet the new searching
habits of users of the Interest and how do collection managers react to the
changing information needs of users. With more and more resources
available in the digital format, the collection development has to include
these resources, thus making them easily accessible to the users. The
policy should include these resources enabling their selection, acquisition,
preservation and distribution.
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ESSENTIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR
CHOOSING A TOPIC OF RESEARCH

Mr. Monjurul Hoque
Assti. Prof. in History
N.C. College, Badarpur

Abstract

The paper tries to evaluate the essential considerations for choosing
a topic of research.. The study tries to bring to light various tasks
that help the researchers in his or her research work. Finally the
study tries to give some important suggestions how to choice a topic
and how to write the thesis or synopsis to satisfy the expectation of
the researchers as well as the aspirations of the readers. .

Research is an important term that involves several phases and these
phases may be summarized into three main tasks. These are 1. Selection
of a suitable subject, 2. Preparation of a bibliography and 3. Development
of an oufline. These three important tasks can be discussed as below:-

1. ?e]ection of a subject — The selection of a suitable subject is very
crucial to research. It is as imp_ortant in research as choosing a partner
in liffe. Awrong c.hoice would result in misery and disappointment. Before
makmg.a selection, a scholar must ask himself what his interest, taste
and aptntude.s are. What exactly is the aspect in which he is interested?
Is the material on the subject he or she is going to choose available in
one plz}ce or scattered in several places? If it is scattered, how is he or
she going to face the problem? Is the source material available in the
language he or she knows or it is in several languages? These and several
other relevant questions should be asked and satisfactory answers to
them should be got. Besides these, a few more important points are to
be noted in the choice of the subject:-

(i) First, ascholar should be sure that the topic must be original and
interesting and that no one else has touched that area.
(i) Secondly, the topic to be selected must be limited in scope and intense
light is thrown on it , so that no one know more about that subject than
the scholar himself of herself. Therefore, the topic must be limited in
.order to develop it adequately and specifically. '
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(iii) Thirdly, a subject is dppropriate if it appeals to the scholar and if he
-or she can sustain the interest as he or she proceeds along the work.
The subject must be acceptable to the intended readers as well.

Many time scholars select a subject without paying due attention to
these problems. They do not know how to limit a subject properly. In
this respect, two important points may be mentioned. First, the scholar
should be satisfied that he can finish the research within a reasonable
length of time. Secondly, the scholar should have at least a rough idea of
the nature and scope of the subject. Thirdly, a scholar ought to know
what exactly he or she wants to prove by undertaking the piece of
research. Is he or she going to add new information or offer a new
interpretation or advance a new theory? The purpose of research must
be quite clear in his or her mind. At the outset he or she should be quite
aware to which of those four main types of historical writing he or she
would subscribe to namely — exposition, argument, narration and
description. Exposition is merely offering information, where factual
details are furnished. Argument is a critical study wherein you challenge
the view point of someone, and advance your own views and substantiate
them. In narrations events are presented in a time sequence which
becomes a type of chronicle. In description a sensory impression of an
object or feeling is conveyed and it is the result of one’s observations
and comments. In history one of these four types of discourse dominates
and the scholar should decide which one to pick. Sometimes, historical
writing is a mixture of all four types. Whatever form of discourse the
scholar may adopt, it does not fall into order by chance. Order is the
result of careful planning.

The scholar ought to be aware of one more very significant
point. He or she should ask himself or herself what he or she is going to
produce, is it a report or thesis? A report is merely an organised
presentation of the facts available in the source material. Whereas a
thesis is a piece of historical literature in which the raw material of the
sources will have been transformed into a body of logic with the definite
purpose of proving a point. For example — the series of volume on Rulers
in India are merely a kind of reports, but Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s Fall 9f
the Mughal Empire is a theses. Unless a scholar is aware of the main
purpose of his or her study and knowledge of the various types of
research, he or she will not be able to do anything substantial.

Edusearch -71



CENTRAL LIBRARY N.C.COLLEGE

Bibliography — the second important task of the scholar, after
the choice of the subject is the presentation of the bibliography. This
gives the scholar an idea of the range of materials on the subject. It is
vety important to prepare a very exhaustive bibliography both of primary
and secondary sources. Primary sources are unpublished original material,
contemporary records, journals, official transactions, minutes,
proceedings, private letters, inscriptions, coins and literary sources.
Secondary sources are published materials, books, records, journals and
later works. The bibliography work is a continuous process. It requires
periodic addition. A bibliography is prepared by using the card catalogues,
indexes to periodicals and reference books available in libraries,
museums, archives and other repositories. The final bibliography, to be
used at the end of the thesis will most often include only the works that
help in the actual writing — usually those cited in the footnotes. But the
preparation of a good bibliography is a very important task, for historical

sources are wide — spread, and their nature differs in accordance with
the nature of the subject.

The scholar will have to make a very careful study in the initial
stages of all the secondary sources on the subject which would help him
or her to locate the sources. Scholars who have already worked in similar
fields must have seen many of the sources they may need. Many of
those sources might have been only very partially used and the scholar
will have to go over them again with the intention of finding out how well
they have been used. The study of secondary sources serves one more
useful purpose. He or she would know through this literature what has
been done on this subject, so that he or she should know what remains
to be done. These secondary sources would help the researcher very

much in the selection of his or her subject and in the limitation of its
scope. '

Preparatlon of an outline — the third important task after the
selection of the subject and the preparation of a bibliography is the
development of an outline, a framework or a synopsis which would give
the scholar a rough idea of the whole project. It is an outline of his or her
entire work. However, no outline should be regarded as complete until
the research work has been finished. It should be remembered that an
outline is a working plan. It is the blueprint of the entire research project.
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) Now how to prepare an outline is a pertinent question. The
study of secondary sources will give the scholars an idea of what remains
to be done. Keeping the purpose of his or her research in view, the
scholar should jot down as many ideas as they occur to him or her; and
he or she should do it rapidly, without much concern for the proper
order. However, the outline will contain an introductory and a concluding
chapter. In between the main theme will be discussed under severa]
main headings and sub-headmgs

Some other important points must be noted in drawing the outline.
The scholar must make sure that the outline covers the whole subject.
The major headings or chapters must be sufficient in number and scope
to satisfy the expectations aroused by the title of the subject. In reality
making an outline is a process of thinking through the entire research
programme. Another point is that a scholar should make sure that the
parts of the outline are logically arranged. If the outline is disorganized
and ineffective, the research that follows will also be disorganized and
ineffective. For this purpose all related ideas must be grouped together
-under major headings. Thus the outline follows a logical pattern dealing
with the fundamental ideas to be covered in the thesis.

Since rese,;rch is intended to extend the frontiers of knowledge
in regard to any area of intellectual pursuit, it involves a new break
through at the theoretical and speculative level. The scholar has to
acquaint himself with the essential requirements needed for research,
stating from the selection‘of a topic for research. Thus, the scholar must
consider all essential matters in choosing a topic of research. Then the
work of the scholar is able to satisfy the aspirations of the readers as
well as the expectations of the writer.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IS A
WORSHIP FOR A MUSLIM.

Dr. Fazlur Rahman Laskar
Associate professor in Arabic
N.C. College, Badarpur

- Man is a social being. He has to live not only for himself but
also for others. He was a great deal to other living creatures. He has to
pay attention to the environment. The oxygen that provides the energy
to our body has been used many times by many different organisms, and
the carbon, hydrogen and other elements from which our body is made
have passed through many other bodies during the almost four billion
years that life has existed in our planet. All the materials found at the
surface of the earth, from the deepest ocean to the top of the atmo-
sphere, are engaged in cycles that move from place to place. If the air
contains more than 0.1 parts per million of nitrogen dioxide (No,) or
Sulphur dioxide (So,) persons with respiratory complaints may experi-
ence breathing difficulties and if it contains more than about 2.5 ppm of
No,, healthy persons may also be affected.

It may be observed that the envuonmenta] problem has
affected different sections of population differently. Several factors have
contributed to the environmental degradation.

Pollutions are found of various types in the society. These pollu-
tions. create harmful effects not only in the society caused by the policy
of rapid development adopted by the state based on unrestricted large
scale industrialization, urbanization but also consumerism and materials
have also greatly contributed to environmental crisis.

Muslim today constitute a large part of the world which is
under-developed, non-industrialised, populous and proverty striken. Mogt
of the Muslims are strangely silent in celebrating the environmental
issues. The main cause of Muslims losing touch with nature is illitaracy
and lack of education.

The prophet Muhammad, peace be on him, strongly ordered
that Muslims be environmentally aware. He said, “Have Mercy on those
who are on earth, He who is in heaven will have mercy on you.”

In other words, harming, neglecting or exploiting any of the earth
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is tantamount to harming or exploiting Allah’s creation.

The Prophet Muhammad, peace be on him, wanted to improve
the green cover of the earth. He said that even when the hour was nigh
at hand, a sapling could be planted and there would be a reward for such
an act. He advised us to keep the outer areas of the houses, squares,
streets, districts clean Harmful things lying on the roads should be
removed. In Islam, it is an act of worship to remove dirt.

With regard to the preservation of animal life : the prophet said,
“The one who kills a sparrow for no reason will be questioned about it on
the Day of Judgement. “The birds’ nests must not be destroyed and
neither their young ones nor their aged be harmed (Abu Dawood). When
a mother bird began to hover over the heads of some Muslims who had
taken away its little one, the prophet, peace be on him , took pity upon the
mother bird and ordered his com]Sanions to restore the young one to its
mother. All games and sports which give pain to birds and animals are
forbidden in Islam. Birds and animals cannot be used as target for
shooting practice. Prophet Muhammad advised his followers to extend
compassion to both human beings and animals. )

Rampant industrialisation and unchecked growth of motor
vehicles are held responsible for the menace of environmental pollution
which ultimately leads to the global warming.

As Muslims, we propose to keep the earth, its air and watér
bodies clean safe and pure. We are interested sincerely and deeply, in
reducing noise pollution hoping that we celebrate our festivals in an
environment friendly manner cleanniness is an integral part of Islamic
faith. The world is the handi work of Allah and a saga of his glorification.
The Prophet said, “Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty.” Preserving
the beauty of the earth will entitle man to divine love.
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IMPORTANCE OF TRANSLATION IN
TEACHING-LEARNING OF LANGUAGE &
LITERATURE
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Abstract

Using translation as a teaching technique has had many ups
and downs. For many years it was right at the heart of teaching-learning
language and literature and indeed it was one of the basic elements of
language in the medieval universities and schools. However, for the
past few decades translation has been out of favour. Berlitz, the founder
of Direct Method (1887) severely reacted against the Grammar Trans-
~ lation Method and totally rejected translation. Like the Direct Method,
the Audio-Lingual Method attempted to develop target language skills
without any reference to the mother tongue. However, the Cognitive
Approach (1991) as a reaction to the Audio-Lingual Approach
rediscovered valuable features in the translation method.

Apart from throwing lights on the ongoing “ups-and-downs”,
the present paper attempts to highlight some of the important reasons,
inherent benefits and practical guidelines in using translation as a technique
of teaching-learning language and literature.

Introduction

Language teaching came into its own as a profession in the last
century. Céntral to this process was the emergence of the concept of
methods of language teaching. The method concept in language
teaching—the notion of a systematic set of teaching practices based on
a particular theory of language and language learning—is a powerful
one, and the quest for better methods preoccupied teachers and applied
linguists throughout the 20" century. Using translation as a teaching
technique has had many ups and downs, that is, in different periods it
has been accepted as a teaching device or regarded as a controversial
subject depending on prevailing objectives and teaching preferences
(Rivers and Temperely, 1978).For many years it was right at the heart
of language in the medieval universities and schools (Duff, 1990).
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"However, for the past few decades, translation has been generally out
of favour and taking Duffs words “it has been sent to Siberia” !

A brief glance at the history of teaching English as a foreign
language would demonstrate these “ups™ and “downs”. Translation was
important in teaching Greek and Latin in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Grammar Translation Method was the only method for
teaching these languages. Translation in this method had such a dominant
role that it was later, in mid-nineteenth century, employed in teaching
modem languages. Proponents of this method claimed that translation
interpreted the words and phrases of the target language in the best
possible manner and ensured comprehension of the vocabulary items,
collections and sentences. For them foreign phraseology is best
assimilated in the process of interpretation, and the structures of the
foreign languages are best learned when compared and contrasted with
those of another language (Gautam, 1988). However excessive
application of translation led to complete failure
of the Grammar Translation Method and the drastic decline of the role
of translation in TEFL. '

Later on, Berlitz (1887), the founder of the Direct Method,
severely reacted against the Grammar Translation Method and totally -
rejected translation. Thus, the Direct Method theorists deemphasized
itas ateaching device excluding it from the early instruction as much as
possible while admitting it as an art at the advanced stages (Rivers and
Temperly, 1978. A study undertaken in 1923 on the state of foreign
language teaching concluded that no single method guarantees
successful results (Richards and Rodgers, 1990). The study, published
as the Coleman Report, advocated that a more reasonable goal for a
foreign language course would be a reading knowledge of the foreign
language achieved through the gradual introduction of words and
grammatical structure in simple reading texts. Coleman (1929) offered
a compromise in the application of translation. Translation of some of
the reading passages and grammatical structures was permissible. The
use of the mother tongue was not prohibited in language instruction
once again; translation was able to establish itself as a technique.
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Coleman allowed translation for better comprehension and interpretation
of the reading passages.

Like the Direct Method, the Audio-Lingual Method attempted
to develop target language skills without any reference to the mother
tongue. This approach abandoned translation for its mental burden on
the learner and advocated habit formation and conditioning without the
intervention of any intellectual effort. According to this approach, in the
process of habit formation via stimulus and response, old habits tend to
get in the way of new ones. The theory predicted that negative transfer
from the first to the second language would take place in the leaming
process. Thus, it was believed that the elimination on the other tongue
from the learning environment would facilitate second, or foreign,
language leamning. -

' However, the Cognitive Approach, as areaction on the Audio-
. lingual Approach rediscovered valuable features in the.

Teaching-Learning of Language

Previous methods and thus emphasized translation (Stern, 1991).In
this way the role of the mind, mentalist activities, conscious and
meaningful leamning were also emphasized. The natural outcome ofthis
emphasized was the revival of translation as a means of making the
learning more meaningfiil and contextual. The Communicative Approach
was initially hostile to the use of translation in the classroom, but later it
adopted a flexible approach. The inclusion of translation activities in
the Headway textbooks is the sing of such flexibility, Apart from these
ongoing “ups-and-downs” there are some reasons and inherent benefits
in using translation as a teaching tool.

Reasons for using translation as a teaching technique

1. What the students think and feel about language learning is of
great importance in language teaching and this should be taken
into account in any course of planning (Nunnan 1999). Insome
cases it is inevitable that language use their dominant languages
(L1) asaresource. Indeed it is kind of individual learning style
for some students. They need to be able to relate lexis and
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structure of target language into their equivalents in their mother
tongue. Therefore, sound pedagogy should make use of this
learning style.

. Translation makes the students develop their reading

comprehension ability. It is quite obvious that before one can
translate any text, he or she should read the text carefully, trying
to make sense of its features like, sentence, structures, context
and register. In other words, there should be a kind of textual
analysis, which is very important in reading comprehension
(Chellapan 1982). Indeed the difference between translation
and reading is the degree of attention paid by the reader or
translator, that s, in translation attention weighs far more heavily
than in mere reading.

. Translation is a conscious process of learning. In the translation

process there are two types of activities both of which require
fill engagement of the leamer. The first activity is “understanding”
the source text and the setond is “formuilating” it in the target

language (Herry and Higgins, 1992). This latter characteristic
is what distinguishes translation from reading.

_ Translation is kind of communicative activity, which is practiced

within a meaningful context (Duff 1990). It enhances interaction
between the teacher and the students and among the students
themselves due to the fact that rarely is there any ab tute “right”
rendering of the text.

. Translation can be used as an evaluative technique in reading

classes. As reading is totally unobservable, comprehension
should be inferred from the other behaviour, itis important to
be able to accurately assess students, comprehension of the
text read. That is among the other techniques like “doing”
“transferri »“answering” “extending” and “modeling” wemay
ask students to transfer part of the reading text into their native
language to ensure if they have fully grasped the meaning. This
can be done at the end of the reading lesson.into their native
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language to ensure if they have fully grasped the meaning. This
can be done at the end of the reading lesson.

Practical guidelines

As wehave already discussed, students usually use L1 as aresource,

so as teachers we should try to find out ways of exploiting this
resource rather than neglecting it. To this end, some practical
guidelines are presented are below:

1. Extreme care should be taken in selecting texts to be translated by
the studel.lts. Naturally, dull, overlong and uncommunicative texts
'.Lhat are difficult to translate usually demotivate the students. So, it
is much more practical to start short communicative texts.

Teaching-Learning of Language and Literature

2. In pract.ical teaching situations, the students who are o work on
11'anslat10.n should be give prior guidance on practical procedures
before being engaged in the translation itself. Initially they should
be told that translation is not just taking the pen and starting the
trans}ation word by word or sentence by sentence. They should
:ne bneﬂy informed of translation procedures like “Preparation”,

lysis”“transfer,”“initial draft”“rewording ™ testing the translation,”
“polishing” and “final manuscripts” (Larson 1987).

3. Grouping the students is of great importance in our classes. It offers
aco-operative climate and promotes leamners’ responsibilities (Brown
2001). S.o, to get the best translation, students can work in groups
and participate in oral discussions. These activities surely will make
the h'apslation task interesting since the students are learning the
language in an active way.

4. To usetranslation as an effective teaching tool, the difficulty of the
texts should by taken into account. In the selection of the texts, we
shoulc.l not only pay attention to the degree of second-language 12

. pxpﬁtflency, butalso the degree of difficulty of the texts. Unfortunately,
thereis notany comprehensive view,on determining the text dlﬂ‘jculty’
however, teachers can make a prediction of the relative difficulty o;'
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-~ agiventext. One practical way of handling this problem is the initial
adaptation of authentic translation material. In this way, some lexical,
semantic, syntactic and discourse elements, which are supposed to
impede the students’ comprehension, may bemanipulated (Darian,2001).

Conclusion

There are some good reasons for the purposeful inclusion of
translation activity in our classrooms. First of. all, as a communicative
activity, it enhances interaction between teacher and students and among
the students themselves. Second, being a

Teaching-Learning of Language and Literature

conscious process of language learning, it fully engages the learners in
the learning process. Third, translation helps students develop their
reading comprehension abilities. Fourth, it can be used as an evaluative
technique for checking students’ reading comprehension of a particular
text. However, in order to obtain the above-mentioned benefits, we
must consider some points. The students should be initially given prior
guidance on the practical procedures of translation activity and
encouraged to work in groups to get the best translation. The degree of
students’ L2 proficiency along with the degree of! the text difficulty should

also be considered.
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COLONIZING THE BARD:THE ENGLISH
OTHELLO AND THE INDIAN OMKARA
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Abstract

Reépresenting Shakespeare in an Indian context not only demands
translation or reworking of the original script to relate to the Indian
audience, it also causes major changes in the driving emotions and
symbolic cues in the performance, attaching the English plays of the
Bard with irrecoverable Indian cultural contexts. The cinematic
reconstruction of Shakespeare’s Othello in the Bollywood movie
Omkara by Vishal Bhardwaj stands for the cultural colonization of
Shakespeare’s work where it is not about adapting a Shakespearean
work to make it ‘understandable’ to the Indian audience but appropriately
uses it to present the Indian reality of caste identities, corrupted electoral
politics and gang wars. While remaining true to the original story line,
Omkara departs from the theme of racial bias which was so saturated in

Othello , to replace it with caste politics and violence and integrates it
with the age old notion of Indian chauvinist patriarchy which demands

contro] over women’s sexuality. This paper intends to study how, by

making minute and subtle yet noticeable changes in the original script,

director Vishal Bhardwaj transforms the mighty English Othello to the

Bollywood Indian Omkara to either re-prove the universality of
Shakespearean texts or re-establish the reverse colonizing ability of Indian

culture which adapts everything to suit its own.

Key words-colonization,reconstruction,Bollywood cinema

Paper

“Will you give up your Indian empire or your Shakespeare , you English?”
asked Carlyle inhis 1841book On Heroes and Hero Worship. This
statement by Carlyle clearly indicates the identification of English people
with Shakespeare . However with the colonization, followed by
postcolonization, the different cultures of the world have begun to relate
itself with Shakespeare and have translated and adapted Shakespeare
to present their own ideas. It is either the universality of Shakespeare or
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the ability of the postcolonial playwrights to blend their own ideas and
issues into an already established plot.

A presentational spectacle heavily depends upon the response it expects
from its audience. Until and unless the audience is able to identify itself
with it and relate its own reality with the spectacle, the performers cannot
succeed. While staging a play by Shakespearean during the Elizabethan
age, demanded that the plays deal with what was affecting the society
at that time. It was the social highlights which made the dramatists include
themes of racial bias, witches and witchcraft and it was the influence of
explorations and material gain and scientific advancement which gave
rise to plays like Macbeth, The Jew of Malta, Doctor Faustus, Othello
, Merchant of Venice and so on. The expected image of the ‘ideal’
woman restrained by norms and codes of ethics and the common hatred
of the popular women resulted in the creation of unfortunate women
characters like Desdemona in Othello and Cleopatra in Antony and

Cleopatra where female disobedience is related to degenerate social
order. )

Closing down on the play under discussion, Othello by William
Shakespeare has racial politics as the prominent theme where Thomas
Rhymer in 1693 interpreted the play as a “caution to all Maidens of
Quality, how, without their parents’ consent they run away with
Blackamoors”, a racist comment on the assumed rampant sexuality of
black men. Though situated in Venice and Cyprus,the Elizabethan
audience were quite comfortable with the suffering of the black Moor in
a society predominantly white. Any person with a skin colour less fairer
than the average European of that time was said to be ‘black’ and was
held to be inferior. Even though Othello’s ‘blackness’ is still a matter of
much debate , the play establishes beyond doubt that he was held to be
‘black’ and hence inferior though he was given a higher status than
fortunes the average because of his military skill and the service he had
done to the state. In the beginning of the play, Act 1, Scene 1, lago calls
him “an old black ram”, “topping the white ewe ¢, Desdemona.The high
status attributed to Othello in the play was unacceptable and critics as
liberal as Samuel] Taylor Coleridge who in 1812 says that the attachment
of Desdemona to the to the ‘Black Moor’ only indicated a want of
balance in her which Shakespeare failed to contemplate. He says “Can
we imagine him so utterly ignorant as to make a barbarous negro plead
a royal birth,- at a time too, when negroes were not known except as
slaves.” The moral of the story is that relationship between a black man
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“a white woman is unnatural and is bound to end in a tragedy. The matter

here is not jealousy alone but jealousy borne by mistrust because of
racial differences. Desdemona’s father insists to the Duke that Othello
to be convicted of witchcraft and not just kidnapping of his daughter in
Act 1,Scene 3, where he says

“She is abused,stol’n from me and corrupted

By spells and medicines bvought of mountebanks;
For nature so preposterously to err

Béing not deficient lame or blind of sense,

Sans witchcraft could not.”

The point here is that while the English Othello dwells prominently on
the theme of race, the Indian Omkara which borrows its plot from it,
focuses on the issue of caste and patriarchy as remnants of a feudal
society which has now metamorphosed into corrupted dirty electoral
politics. The character of Omkara Shukla is presented as half-caste or
adha-baman or adha-brahmin by the other.characters. It is his half-
caste breeding and not his complexion that darkens his prospects as a
bridegroom to the Mishra family.Omkara himself tells to-be-bride Dolly
that he was born of the adulterous relationship between his Brahmin
father and low caste mother which earned him the name of adha-jaat.
Omkara is also representative of the class which has established itself
out of their own hard work and loyalty to political leaders in the time of
the democratic governance. The movie Omkara directed by Vishal
Bharadwaj has also made the screenplay. The lead characters of the
movie can be paralleled with those of Othello, Omkara with Othello,
Dolly with Desdemona, Ishwar Langda Tyagi with lago, Raju with
Roderigo, Kesu with Cassio, Billo with Bianca and so on. Here the
differences in complexion that was the chief point of concern has also
been considered in the movie where Omkara, played by actor Ajay
Devgan, has a dark complexion, compared to actor Kareena Kapoor
who is almost fair. Here Bhardwaj has carefully maintained the names
where both the English and the Indian characters bear the same first
Jetter. Caste and violence are such every day affairs in the Indian context
that the Indian audience needs no knowledge of the play by Shakespeare
to comprehend the defiance and silencing of Desdemona in it. The setting
of the movie is also interesting. Transferred from the Venetian setting,
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Omakara dwells in the rural setting of Uttar Pradesh and the rustic
elements expected of a typical north Indian village is incorporated into
the story line. The colloquial abusive Hindi spoken by the characters of
the movie, except by Dolly, can be compared to Shakespeare’s bawdy

but of completely Indjan origin. North Indian villages are known for their
rough existence.’

The play goes along way in establishing the colonizing ability of

Indian culture which brings everything under its wings and converts
them into its very own. It does the same with Othello too, where to
manipulate the psychology of the audience which would sympathize more
with a thwarted assistant in Ishwar Lan gda Tyagi, who can be related to
Iago, instead of a gullible jealous husband in Omkara Shukla, who can
be related to Othello in the play,the theme of racial differences being
muted in th Indian context, mere jealousy or mistrust doest not justify the
murder of Desdemona, it would totally abuse the central theme of love
in the play around which the entire plot develops. The larger-than-life
character of Langda Tyagi is construction which is much superior in
morality than the mischievious character of Iago who can be said to be
a complete villain and has no justification of his misdeeds. The character
of Ishwar Langda Tyagi is more humanized and from the beginning to
the end the camera mainly focuses on him as a character standing high
above the others, either his posture on top of the hill overlooking the
valley at the bridegroom’s party at the very beginning or at-the scene
where he declares to the people standing below him , the selection of
Kesu Firangi as the Bahubali. It js also to be noted that Langda and not
Omkara has the maximum number of lines in the movie. He is truly the
Ishwar God who plays with the minds of the other characters. Even his
ultimate death in the hands of his wife also makes the audience sympathize
with him.Though the Director tries to give the image of a great warrior
to (?mkara with the title song omkara of the movie,the killings and fights
he indulges in seem to be commonplace and can be identified with any
ordinary gang leader. However, in Omkara, the movie, the character of
Langda Tyagi is built up to a frenzy from the very start where in the
wh‘ole movie from the very beginning he is shown in ultimately after
being made to be expected that he would be promoted to the position of
lieutenant or Bahubali of the party , the newcomer and educated Kesu is
declared to be the new Bahubali, the only justification being offered

here is that the clean image of Kesu Firangi with his education and_

refinement would be able to bring in the support of the college students.
The character of Langda is given a human touch and many of the
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‘prominent scenes of the original play where Iago, the parallel character
is shown schemimg against his trusting victims are not portrayed in the
movie. The storyline of the movie also begins earlier than that of the
play where the audience alongwith Langda is made to expect that he is
the heir to Omkara. While audience does not sympathize with lago,
Langda Tyagi rules in the emotions of the audience who feel he has
‘been thwarted for the more refined Firangi which is also the case in the
social scenario of India where educated English people are given a more
prestigious position. In the entire movie, Langda is not shown willingly
plotting against Omkara but it seems that opportunities just turn up at his
doorstep, from his wife’s stealing of the ‘ancestral cummerbund’ or his
relationship with Raju, Dolly’s rejected suitor and finally being slayed by

his wife whereas in the play, lago persuades his wife Emilia to steal the

handkerchief, uses Roderigo to suit his needs and also stabs him and

Emilia at the end, leading to their deaths.

The caste system in it is quite strong and determines the lives of the
people , especially in north Indian states and plays a more significant
role in rural areas. Even the setting shown in the movie seems to be that
of time which has seen no modern developments though people are
seen using mobile phones and driving cars or celebrating birthdays and
other such items but the language spoken determines that the people
perhaps are not much educated. The crowd and the court scenes also
indicate the Indian setting and its inter-relation with the main plot of the
story. It also supports the choice of Kesu Firangi over Langda Tyagi.
Another point to be noted is that all the lead charcters in the movie are
given Brahmin surnames, Omkara Shukla, Ishwar Tyagi, Dolly Mishra,
Keshav Upadhyaya where the members of the scholar priest class are
engaged in warfare and corruption. The movie also includes a number
of cues of Hindu rituals which indicate the Hindu setting and also
reinforces the hold of the caste system in the Hindu religion on the
characters. The importance given on the caste system and the Caste of
the character, especially, Ishwar Langda Tyagi is evident in the camera
shots closing in upon the sacred thread worn by the men, Langda,
Ombkara, Bhaisahab and Kesu. The movie begins with the bridegroom,
Raju and his people on their way to marry Dolly Mishra, the setting
indicates the Hindu marriage is indeed a representative of the Indian
culture. The bridegroom is not here a jilted lover but a publicly humiliated
man who till the end of his life in the movie live in shame and rage over
his bride’s elopement with Omkara. One of the chief events in the plot
is the religious ceremony organized prior to the selection of the next
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lieutenant or Bahubali. The smearing of Keshav’s forehead with vermilion
is a characteristic of the Indian culture only. Just like in any other Hindu
household, marriage ceremonies and its preparations are given utmost
importance in the movie as opposed to the simple elopement in the play,
here the entire plot moves around Dolly’s marriage preparations in her
father’s household and then in her fiance’s household. The plot nears its
end with the marriage of Omkara and Dolly and the death of Dolly and
Ombkara in their wedding night. The extended household of Omkara in
the movie is a characteristic of Indian family system as opposed to the
Moor in Othello where he stands alone with no relatives.

As a mainstream Bollywood movie, the audience also expects
that Omkara would be stuffed with songs and dance sequences. The
songs of the movie are well conditioned into the story where most of the
songs present the emotional conditions of the character and carry forward
the play and not interrupt it. The character of Bianca in Othello is banked
upon by the Director and is converted into Billo Chamanbahar , the
career courtesan and is postioned as a strong contrast to the submissive
and extremely feminine character of Dolly. While Billo , living in the
margins of the society has the opportunity to accept and reject offers
and have a life of her own unquestioningly, Dolly being a daughter of a
high class family cannot have demands of her own and is ultimately
silenced for her transgression. The courtesan figure is a stereotypical
Bollywood figure which is adjusted to any kind of movie to give it an
additional bite or to just carry forward the plot.

There are a lot of indications that prove that Omkara is more an
Indian story than an adaptation of Shakespearean Othello. Though
retaining the main plot, the movie is so infused with Indian connections,

that we cannot but agree the power of Bollywood to colonize any foreign
text and make it its own. ;
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