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Prof. Tapodhir Bhattacharjee ASSAM UNIVERSITY
M.A. (Triple), Ph.D (A Central University)
Vice-Chancellor Silchar 788 011, Assam (India)

MESSAGE

I am glad to know that N.C.College, Badarpur is going to publish its
literary journal. An educational institute is never complete without the lit-
erary and cultural expressions of its students. Hence, it is heartening that
in spite of heavy odds, the teacher and students of the college are busy in
curving out refreshing domain for themselves through their college jour-
nal. I hope that journal would be a true platform for voicing forth new
ideas and thoughts of our young generation which would be able to re-
kindle faith and imagination of the entire students community for the soci-

ety at large.

I wish this publication a grand success.

@, NASL f/?f% (R

(Prof. Tapodhir Bhattacharjee)

B 91-3842-270801, 270273 (Office) 270202, 270939 (Residence) Fax 270802
. email : auves@sancharnet.in
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STAFF OF NABIN CHANDRA COLLEGE, BADARPUR
ACADEMIC SESSION 2009-2010

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Sri Arun Kumar Sen, M.A.

FACULTY OF ARTS

Department of Arabic
1. Dr. Mahtabur Rahman, M.M, M.A, Ph.D.

- 2. Dr. Fazlur Rahman Laskar, M.M., M.A. (Gold Medalist), Ph.D.

3. Abu Tahir Mahmood, M.A (Gold Medallst) M. Phill.
4. Md. Hussain Ahmed, M.A. (NET) M.Phill, PGDTA

Department of Bengali
1. Sri Bishnu Chandra Dey, M.A. (NET)

2. Dr. Arjun Chandra Debnath, M.A, M.Phill, Ph.D.
3. Dr. Barnasree Bakshi, M.A, M.Phill, Ph.D.

4. Dr. Shibtapan Basu, M.A (Double), B.Ed, Ph.D.
5. Miss Sushmita Nath, M.A, M.Phill

Department of Economic
1. Sri Arun Kumar Sen, M.A.

2. Sri Ananta Pegu, M.A. (NET)

3. Sri Soumitra Choudhury, M.A. (NET)
4. Dr. Nazim Uddin Khadem, M.A., Ph.D.
5. Md. Sorwar Alam Khan, M.A.

Department of English

1. Sri Tapan Kumar Chakraborty,.M.A.

2. Sri Rajat Bhattacharja, M.A., M.Phill, DCE, PGDTE
3. Dr. Paulore. V.D., M.A., M.Phill, PGDTE, Ph.D
4. Dr Mortuja Hussain, M.A., Ph.D.

5. Md. Sakil Ahmed, M.A.

Department of Histo
1. Sri Priya Ranjan Nath, M.A

2. Sri Sontosh Kumar Dey, M.A.
3. Md. Monjural Haque, M.A., M.Phill.

Department of Political Science

1. Sri Debajyoti Dasgupta, M.A., LL.B.
2. Ms. Babli Paui, M.A., M. Phill, LL.B.
3. Sri Maheswar Deka, M.A. (SLET)

4. Sri Joy Prakash Sarma, M.A.

: ~ Principal ifc

Sr. Lecturer & Head of the Deptt.
Sr. Lecturer

Lecturer

Part-time Lecturer

. Lecturer & Head of the Deptt

Lecture

Lecturer

part-time Lecturer
Part-time Lecturer

Sr. Lecturer & Head of the Deptt.
Lecturer

Lecturer

Lecturer

Part-time Lecturer

Sr Lecturer

SI. Grade Lecturer & Head of the Deptt.

Sl. Grade Lecturer
Sr. Lecturer
Part-time Lecturer

S| Grade Lecturer & Head of the Deptt.

Sr. Lecturer
Lecturer

Sr.Lecturer & Head of the Deptt.
Lecturer

Lecturer

Part-time Lecturer

NABIN CHANDRA COLLEGE




FACULTY OF COMMERCE

Department of Commerce

1. Joynal Abedin Tapader, M. Com.

2. Md. Hedayatullah Choudhury, IM. Com.

3. Ms. Nandita Dutta, M. Sc. (Maths) Lecturer
4. Md. Ikbal Uddin Tapadar, M. Com.

5. Sri Kajal Kanti Nath, M. Com.

FACULTY OF SCIENCE

Department of Science

1. Md. Nurul Huda Choudhury, M. Sc. (Physics), B.Ed.
2. Md. Bilal Ahmed, M. Sc. (Chemistry)

3. Sri Biplab Karmakar, M. Sc. (Maths)

4.Mis Supriya Das, M. Sc. (Ecology & Envrl. Sc.)

LIBRARY SECTION
1. Sri Sankar Kumar Chakraborty, M.A (Bengali), M. Lib & Inf.
2. Sri Barun Kanti Paul, B.A.

3. Sri Sandip Chakraborty, B.A.

YOGA AND GYMNASIUM STAFF

1.

OFFICE STAFF

1. Sri Debasish Chakraborty
2. Sri Sekhar Das

3. Md. Abdul Hakim

4. Sri Kaushik Chakraborty
5. Sri Sudarshan Chakraborty
6. Md. Safique Uddin Ahmed
7. Md. Luthfur Rahman

8. Sri Bimal Paul

9. Sri Amal Das

10. Sri Debasish Das

11. Sri Rajendra Basfor

Lecturer & Head of the Deptt.

Lecturer PG Dip. in Jounalism & Mass Comm.

Lecturer
Lecturer

Lecturer
Lecturer
Lecturer
Lecturer

Sc Sr Librarian
Library Asstt.
Library Bearer.

Head Office Asstt.
Office Asstt.

Office Asstt.

Office Asstt.

Honry. Office Asstt.
Gr. IV (Head Peon)
Gr. IV

Gr. IV

Gr. IV (Night Guard)
Gr. IV (Day Guard)
Gr. IV (Safoiwala)
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN PRE & POST INDEPENDENT INDIA

Debajyoti Das Gupta
Lecturer, Political Science

The ‘Humanrights’ is a very important issue in contemporary world. In the post world war-II period,
various efforts have been made to protect and provide human rights. The UNO took first concrete steps in
this regard, and adopted the ‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ on 10% December, 1948. The Declaration
contain important basic rights of the human beings, like, right to life, library and security, right to freedom of
religion, right to education & culture, right to the enjoyment of an adequate standard of living etc. (Again, the
UN General Assembly has adopted the Declaration of the right of the child in 1959, and the Declaration of
the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women in December, 1979) India, being a party to the
IBHR has therefore moral obligations to adhere to those minimum human rights standards. In this respect a
question sometime arises in our mind, what is the position of human rights in India and the role of authority in
providing and protecting human rights here. Therefore, an attempt is made in this paper to understand mainly
the role of the authority in protecting and promoting human rights in India. (This paper is broadly divided into

three parts — (i) Human rights in pre-independent India, (ii) Role of the authority in post-independent India,
(iii) Suggestion to uphold rights.)

But before discussing the main theme, let us have a brief idea about the concept ‘Human rights’
Human rights could be generally defined as rights and liberties which are inherent in our nature and without
which we can not live as a human being. Human rights are those rights which are essential for the dignified
human existence as well as for the adequate development of human personality. To quote Sridat Ramphal,
“Human rights were not born of men but they were born with men”. The word ‘Human i ghts’ has been
defined under the Protection of Human Rights Act. 1993 in following words — ‘Human rights mean the rights
relating to life, equality & dignity of the individual guaranteed by the constitution or embodied in the International
Covenants’ :

Human rights, thus, broadly constitute two categories of rights — (i) rights which are essential for the
human existence, namely, the right to have basic needs such as, food, clothing, shelter & medical care, and (i)
rights which are essential for the adequate development of human personality such as, the right to education &
culture, the right to freedom of speech & expression, the right to free movement etc. Human rights, therefore,
not only imply merely civil & political liberties. Infect, the economic & social rights are a prerequisite for the
enjoyment of civil & political rights. Human rights are, to quote the Preamble of the UDHR, “a common
standard of achievément for all peoples and all nations” '

(Human rights as are commonly known more particularly originated in the post 2 World War period.
The UN Charter puts faith in fundamental human rights. The preamble of the UN Charter says, “We the
people of the United Nations ... reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity & worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men & women and of nations large or small” However long ago various rights
and liberties of the citizens were provided following some great revolutions such as the Glorious Revolution of
1688, the French revolution of 1789 and the Russian Revolutionof 1917.) -
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Human rights in Pre-independent India

India, being the birth place of diverse culture and religions, has very rich heritage of human rights
values. It believes in the principle of ‘happiness of all’ The Rigveda, which is considered to be the oldest
document of human civilization declares that all human beings are equal and they are all brothers. To quote
justice Jois, “The Vedas including Upanishads were the primordial source of ‘Dharma’ a comprehensive term
for all human rights and duties the observance of which was regarded as essential for securing peace and
happiness to individuals as well as society’. During the Vedic age, women were also given equal position with
men and like men, they received education.

Despite such rich heritage of human rights and values, there had been barbaric societal violence
against women, Children & the so called ‘untouchables’ The system of *Widow burning’, ‘Child Marriage’,
or Parda Pratha’ that were prevalent particularly in the middle ages led to the violation of basic human rights.
However, during the British period (in the 19" century) the socio-religious reform movements were launched
to fightagainst such social violence headed by Raja Rammohan Roy. These reform movements were supported
by the then authority in India, the British government. The British rulers like Lord Bentinck applied rational
mind and came forward to support these movements despite fierce resistance from the then conservative
Hindu society. As a result, certain important acts were made to prohibit such social discriminations, such as,
‘the Widow burning prohibition Act; 1829, ‘the child marriage restraint Act’, 1929 Again, the ‘Widow Re-

marriage Act’ 1856 was passed under the initiative of Ishwar Ch. Vidyasagar. These acts were a big milestone
towards the promotion of basic human rights.?

Further, during the national movement under Gandhiji’s leadership, social reform for preservations &
promotion of human rights became an integral part of India’s freedom struggle. The leaders of our freedom
struggle not only fought for political freedom, but also for socio-economic justice. Gandhiji and Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar for example, launched movements for various social causes like abolition of untouchability and
Harijan’s equal rights. The LN.C. also adopted a resolution specifying fundamental rights of Indians in its
Karachi sessionin 1931. It also passed a resolution for complete independence of India in the Lahore session
in 1929. thus, many efforts were during pre-independent India to the protection and promotion of human
rights from various quarters. However, the British rule in India was itself a violation of human rights of the
Indians-the right to self-determination. ’

Human rights and the Authority in Post-independent India

The Constitution of independent India includes a chapter on Fundamental rights and another on
Directive principals in part— I and IV respectively that reflect the basic principles of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. (While, the first one being the civil and political rights and legally enforceable and the second
group of rights are social and economic in nature and are addressed to the state to implement then by legislation).

Asregards the role of the authority in promoting human rights, the state has two major roles to play —
(i) as provider of services for public welfare, and (ii) as protector of law and order. In addition to the
constitutional provisions, the government in India has enacted various legislations from time to time to protect
and promote basic rights of the people, such as, the Hindu Marriage Art, 1955, the Hindu Succession Act
1956, the Untouchability Offences Act1955 (renamed as the Protection of Civil Rights Act in 1976), the
Bonded labour system (abolition) Act 1976, the Child Labour Prohibition and Regulation Act 1986 and the
like. Steps have been taken in most of the states to provide compulsory primary education (Art 45). Again,
the authority or the govt. in India launched various programmes in order to raise the living standard of the
people (Art 47), particularly the rural poor, like the Community Development project in 1952, ITDP, NREP,

C _ . NABIN CHANDRA COLLEGE

JRY etc.*

However, the authority in India could not provide and project some basic rights to a large number of
people despite the constitutional provisions as well as various legislations. We are behind in achieving international
standard of human rights. The Human Development Report (HDR) prepared by the UNDP place India as
one of the lowest in terms of human development 26.1% of the people in India below poverty line (as per the
report of the Planning Commission in 2000). Again, 35.2% of the population is still illiterate, as per the
Census of 2001. the authority seems to be unable to prevent discriminations against the women, Children and
minorities in India. The practice of untouchability & other forms of social violence continue to occur in our
society even after 62 years of independence. Some examples may be cited here —

() Child marriage for instance, is still a practice in many parts of India, such as, in the states of Rajasthan,
Biharetc.

(i) The Ministry of Women & Child development in India recently conducted a study on child abuse
(which included Children in vulnerable situation such as, children of poor families, Children at work,
children on streets etc.) and reported, that two out of every three children were physically abused.
53.22% children reported having faced one or more forms of sexual abuse. And 48.4% girlsreported
that they have been the sufferers of gender discriminations.’

iy TheKilling of Australian missionary Graham Stuart Stains and his two sons in 1999 in Orissa by one
—Dara Singh is a tragic incident of human right violation.

(iv) Again, the state or the authority failed miserably to protect the human rights during the Gujarat riot
in 2002, (report NHRC and NCM).

It is rather unfortunate that, there are reports of violation of human rights both by the authority, i.e.
state agencies .and by the private parties. A large number of innocent people have been the target of extremist
groups in Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir and in the North East India. The ULFA’s targeting of Hindi speaking
people in January 2007 claimed the lives of over 170 people in Assam. ¢

Along with these, the custodial deaths are naked example of violation of human rights by the authority.
The death of Monorama Devi in Manipur in 2004, the death of Matahir Ali Talukdar in the custody of Kalain
Police in Cachar district of Assam on 20" September 2007 are glaring instances. 7 The authority is also
accused of detaining, torturing as well as killing thousands of innocent people in the name of prevention of
terrorism in many parts of the country including the North East. In September, 2007, one Smti. Sabitri

Rajbangshi was killed by the Assam Police at Namati village in the district of Nalbari in Assam, which created
gross resentment among the people.®

On many occasions, the agencies like Police and Army have violated the basic human rights of the
people under the disguise of TADA, POTA or the prevailing armed Forces Special Power Act. (1958).
Unfortunately, the Police in our country often ignore the basic requirement of a civil society. More than 60%
of the complaints received by the NHRC relate to the abuse of power and misuse of authority by the Police.9
Again, many people are also killed in the cross-firc between the state agencies and the insurgent groups. (The
recent death of Mr. P.C. Ram (in 2007), the Managing Director of Food Corporation of India, North Eastern
Region is a case in point). The improper and excessive use of force by the state agencies has resulted anger
and protest movements by the people in general. Infact, the failure of the authority or the state to deliver good
governance and to protect and uphold human rights of the deprived and marginalized sections, is an important
cause for the birth of terrorism. (The Naxalite Movement in India for example, has largely resulted from years
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of exploitation and deprivation of the rural poor and the failure of the government to protect and uphold their
human rights).!® :

Thus, human rights are violated in India and we are far from providing certain basic rights to the
people. It may be however noted that, the Government in India enacted an Act, namely, Protection of Human
Rights Act, 1993 which provides for the constitution of a National Human Rights Commission and State
Human Rights Commissions in the states for better protection of human rights. But the protection and promotion
of human rights in India requires some steps to be taken.

Suggestions for the Protection of Human Rights
The following steps may be suggested towards the promotion of human rights in India —

1) - Itis the primary responsibility of the authority to provide the basic rights like education, health and
minimum standard of living to all people. If human rights are inalienable and inherent, they must apply
to all human beings without exception.

2) The State must see that legislations made for the protection of human rights are obeyed. Because,
making legislations is not an end in itself. The State or the authority has to prevent all forms of violence

. against women, children, minorities and other weaker sections of the society.

3) The instances of ‘Custodial deaths’ must stop. (The states sometimes do not hesitate to claim the
‘defense of sovereign’ to protect its finctionaries who are accused of violation of human rights. But in
the case of Smt. Nilbati Behera vs. State of Orissa, the Supreme Court explicitly held that, the
defense of sovereign is inapplicable and alien to the concept of guarantee of fundamental rights)"’

4) The state or the authority may use force or coercion under certain circumstances for the maintenance
of law and order and repression of crimes, but it has to be legitimate. It should not lead to unjustified
detention, torture of killing of the innocent people.

5) The AFSPA needs modification, so that, the imperatives both of security and of accountable
constitutional govt. are maintained.

6) Again, anactive and vigilant Human Rights Commissions can help protect and promote human rights
in India. Infact, the movement for preservation & protection of human rights is an essential prerequisite
for the progress of civilization.

7) But the mostimportant to the protection and promotion of human ri ghtsis a general awareness among
the people, The state or the authority alone can not promote human rights. The people must know
about their rights as well as respect each others right. Since a large number of people in India are still
illiterate, therefore, a comprehensive awareness programme of human rights & values needs to be

undertaken. We mist learn to live with happiness of all. This calls for greater emphasis on the education
& learning of human rights values.

(Thus, it would be appropriate here if we remember the words of Dag Hammerskjoeld, the second
Secretary General of the UN, who said. “We know that the question of peace and the question of human
rights are closely related, without recognition of human rights, we shall never have peace & it is only within the
framework of peace that human rights can be fully developed.”) It is therefore high time, that the government
in India shifts its emphasis from one of more development to that human development and protection and
promotion of human rights of all. Otherwise, if human rights are continued to be violated and basic rights of the
people are not realized even after 62 years of independence, the very existence of the authority, i.e. the
government is in question.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IS A WORSHIP FOR A MUSLIM

Dr. Fazlur Rahman Laskar
Lecturer, Deptt. of Arabic

Man s a social being. He has to live not only for himself but also for others. He owes a great deal to
other living creatures. He has to pay attention to the environment. The oxygen that provides the energy to our
body has been used many times by many different organisations, and the carbon, hydrogen and other elements
from which our body is made have passed through many other bodies during the almost four billion years that
life has existed in our planet. All the materials found at the surface of the earth, from the deepest ocean to the
top of the atmosphere are engaged in cycles that move from place to place. If the air contains more than 0.1
Parts per million of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO,) or Sulphur dioxide (S 0O,) persons with respiratory complaints
may experience breathing difficulties, and if it contains more than about 2.5 PPm of NO,, healthy persons
may also be affected.

It may be observed that the environmental problem has affected different sections of population
differently. Several factors have contributed to the environmental degradation.

Pollutions are found of various types in the society. These pollutions not only create harmful effects in
the society caused by the policy of rapid development adopted by the state based on unrestricted large scale
industrialization, urbanisation, consumerism but also greatly contributed environmental crisis.

Muslin?s today inhabit a large part of the world which is under-developed, non-industrialised, populous
and poverty stricken. Most of the Muslims are strangely silent about the environmental issues. It is mainly
because of their illetracy and lack of education.

Prop%let Mohammed, peace be on him, strongly ordered the Muslims to be aware of environmental
issues. He said, “have mercy on those who are on earth. He who is in heaven will have mercy on you™.

In other words, harming, neglecting or exploiting any part of the earth is tantamount to harming or
exploiting Allaha’s creation.

Prophet Mohammed, peace be on him, wanted to improve the green cover of the earth. He said that
even when the hour was high at hand, a sapling could be planted and there would be reward for such an act.

He advised us to keep the outer areas of the houses, squares, streets and districts clean. Harmful things lying
on the roads should be removed. In Islam, it is an act of worship to remove dirt.

With regard to the preservation of animal life : the prophet said,” The one who kills a sparrow for no
reason will be questioned about it on the day of Judgement.” The Birds’ nests must not be destroyed ands
neither their young ones nor their eggs be harmed.”(Abu Dawood). When a mother bird began to hover over
the heads of some Muslims who had taken away its little one, the Prophet, peace be on him, took pity on the
mother bird and ordered his companions to restore the young ones to its mother. All games and sports which
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give pain to birds and animals are forbidden in Islam. Birds and animals cannot be used as target for shooting
practice. Prophet mohammed advised his followers to extend compassion to both human beings and animals.

Rampant industrilisation and unchecked increase in the number of Motor vehicles are held responsible
for the menace of environment pollution which ultimately leads to the global warming.

As Muslims, we propose to keep the earth, its air and water bodies clean, safe and pure. We are
interested sincerly and deeply, in reducing noise pollution. We celebrate our festivals in an environment-
friendly manner. Cleanliriess is an integral part of Islamic faith. The world is the handiwork of Allah and saga
of his glorification. The Prophet said,” Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty. Preserving the beauty of the
earth will entitle man to divine love.

Reference : 1) Michael Allaby, basic environmental Science, Routledge, Indian Publication 2005, 2)
Post Seminar Proceedings of Radhamadab College, Silchar, February, 2006, 3) Radiance (Views Weekly)
New Delhi, 26 October-1 November 2008 issue; pp-14-16, 4) Islamic Voice, September 1992, P-12.
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THE POSITION OF WOMEN IN ISLAM

Hedayatullah Choudhury
Lecturer, Deptt. of Commerce

Islam sees a woman, whether single or married, as an individual in her own right, with the right to own
an dispose of her property and earnings without any guardianship over her, like that of her father, husband or
anyone else. She has the right to buy and sell, give gifts and charity, and may spend her money as she pleases.
Simply speaking, the woman in Islam has full rights in the same way that man has. No difference at all exists
between male and female, except when it comes to physical duties which woman cannot perform, or financial
responsibilities, which rests completely on the shoulder of the man.

Sometimes, however, women are exempted from certain duties on physical grounds, such as the duty
of fighting to protect one’s country and-earning a living for the family. To develop this point further, a woman
in Islam, whether she is a daughter or sister, a wife or mother or grandmother, has no responsibility to maintain
or support herself. This duty belongs to man. If she isa daughter, her fatheris respbnsible for her, if a sister, a
brother is responsible, if a niece, an uncle, if a wife, her husband. If she is a mother, a son is responsible for
her, if a grandmother, a grandson. This responsibility has been prescribed by the law of Islam and if any
Muslim tries to escape from fulfilling his duty, the Judge in Islam has a right to take what the woman needs by
force from his assets and give it to her. Ifhe continues to neglect his duty the judge is empowered to order the

deduction of .the required money from his income. And this protection is granted to the woman so that she can
lead a good life. :

On the other hand, woman in Islam is also entitled to buy and sell and involve herself in any business

she chooses, as long as her actions will not affect her honour., and she is entitled to use her money for her

benefit through any agency or directly, and no one has a right to take this money from her. Whether he is her
husband or Father, unless she givesit to them voluntarily. A marriage dowry is given by the groom to the bride
for her own personal use. Furthermore a woman in Islam will keep her maiden name after marriage and this
illustrates the amount of independence she still retains even within marriage.

Some people refer to the right of inheritance in Islam, and use it to illustrate that woman has less rights
than man, but if we bear in mind the great responsibility born by the man and the fact that the woman bears no
responsibility, we will realise the wisdom of giving a man double the i ghts of inheritance to those accorded to
woman. Suppose aman died and left two sons and two daughters, then his patrimony will be divided into six
parts and each girl will receive one part and each son will receive two. It may sound unfair if we forget the
man’s responsibility towards the woman, but if we remember the duty of the son to spend his own money in
keeping his sisters and in providing them with suitable home until they get married, we will realise why Islam
gives the man a double share in the inheritance.

Marriage in Islam is very important, and Islam does it best to support and protect family life and to
save it from any break. Thus a man and a women have both the right to know about each other before getting
married, with regard to the standard of the family, the character of its members, their way of life and also to
know what the prospective spouse looks like. The woman has every right to refuse anyone who has come to
propose marriage to her if she does not wish to accept him as her husband. No one can force her. Her word
is the final word, even if their father has previously given his word. Islam also encourages the husband to treat
his wife well, as the ‘Prophet Mohammad’ said ‘the best among you are those who are best to their wives’.
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CHINUA ACHEBE AND HIS “THINGS FALL APART”

Shakil Ahmed
Lecturer, Deptt. of English

Albert Chinualumogu Achebe (1930-), who was born in Ogidi, Nigeria, came in the forefront for his
epoch-making Novels describing the effects of Western customs and values on traditional Africian society.
Nigeria has witnessed the flourishing of a new literature since 1950’s, which has drawn sustenance from both
traditional oral literature and from the present and rapidly changing society. Chinua Achebe, one of the founders
of this new literature, has come to be considered as the finest of Nigerian novelists. His achievement, however,

has not been limited to his continent and crossing the passage of years, he is considered by many to be one of
the best novelists now writing in English language.

Dynamic in personality quiet in demeanour, austere in habits, unostentious in behavior, just in decision,
prompt in action, simple in his dress, sympathetic in his dealing-such is our revered Chinua Achebe. Heis a
living, loving symbol and lively emblem of age-old Igho culture and civilization. Nothing much need be said
here regarding his ideas and attitude towards different issues. For, the central refrain of his life’s Music
reverberates through every line of his blessed pen. But what is most felt after reading any of his valuable
works is its wonderfil liveliness. Truly, his writings are not merely outer expressions of his thoughts, but, what
ismore, infinitely more, emblems and embodiments of his very life-life that merely dances forth in the fortuitous,
zigzag way of the world, removing all its obstacles in its inner irresistible urge and boundless boldness. Hence,

it is that his works, written in an incredibly simple, sublime, soft and serene way, are so very enchanting,
enlivening and exhilarating to all.

Achebe has become the one and only writer by avoiding the imitation of contemporary trends in
English literature. Discarding the European conception that “art should be accountable to no one, and (needs)
to justify it .elf to nobody”, as he jots it in his book of essays, “Morning Yet on Creation Day”, Achebe has
embraced instead the idea at the heart of the African oral tradition - that “art is, and always was, at the service
of man. Our ancestors created their myths and told their stories for a human purpose” Because of this,
Achebe confidently believes that “any good story, any good novel, should have a message, should have a
purpose”.

Among the West African Anglophone writers, who endeavored to present an authentic picture of the
Africian milieu along with its cultural past, its trauma, its heady independence period from the European
Imperial powers, the disillusioning aftermath of post independence era and the present chaos pervading their
societies, to the world at large, Chinua Achebe is truly outstanding. He affirms the educational function of
literature and establishes a human context for outstanding modern Nigerian history: the first contacts between
European and African cultures at the turn of the century in “Things Fall Apart” (1958). Achebe wrote “things
fall Apart” as a response to English-centered novels about the savage African jungle peoples, such as “Heart
of Darkness” by Joseph Conrad and” Mister Johnson” by Joyce Carey, which use Africa as a metaphor for
darkness of the soul and savagery. Achebe wanted to show, from an African point of view, just how civilized
the African culture has been, and how the British colonial invaders had destroyed it. Achebe specially succeeded
brilliantly in doing this is his magnum opus —“Things Fall Apart”, which has achieved the status of the archetypal

C NABIN.CHANDRA COLLEGE

modern Africian novel in English and it has sold more than eight million copies world wide. Time Magazine
included the novel in its Time 100 Best English language novels from 1923 t0 2005. A ‘classic’ in every sense
of the word, it has become the single best known African novel around the globe, translated into 45 different.

languages.

“Things Fall Apart” is Achebe’s relentlessly unsentimental rendering of Nigerian tribal life before and
after the coming of colonialism. Achebe sketches a world in which violence, war and suffering exist, but are
balanced by a strong sense of tradition, ritual and social coherence. In “Things Fall Apart”, his all time best
and maiden novel, the title of which is borrowed from yeats® “The Second Coming”, Achebe attempted to
show not only the culture of the native society but also the reasons that caused its decay and downfall. Just as
western civilization was going through the gyres of anarchy owing to alack of religious faith in Yeats’ vision,

so too in Achebe’s novel, the onslaught of the white man among things, caused the displacement of the native
societies, degeneration of native and unending chaos in Africa.

“Things Fall Apart” delineates the tragic doom of its protagonist Okonokwo, an ambitious, enthusiasistic,
authoritative and a powerful chieftain of an Igbo community, who counts on physical brawn and dauntlessness.
Okonkwo is the male descendant of a charming ne’er do well, he was worked all his life to overcome his
father’s weakness and has made an entrance, finally, at his coveted pro sperity and even greater reputation
among his fellows in the village of Umuofia. Through adamantine donkey-work, Okonkwo has risen to an
elevated status in his clan, displaying himselfto be skilled in battle and attaining several titles. Okonkwo, a
champion wrestler, has taken three wives as a manifestation of manhood, has several children, and has built
substantial wealth through his crafting of yams, the staple crop of his village. Okonkwo, a stiffand unyielding
man, administers his family with a firm hand and an overbearing demearior, struggling to demonstrate how he
does not have the dilatoriness and weakness traits that individualized his male-begetter. His whole life is
dominated by apprehension, the fear of failure and of weakness. It is deeper and more intimate than the
anxiety of evil and capricious god and of magic, the fear of the forest, and of the forces of nature, malevolent,
red in tooth and claw. Okonkow’s fear is greater than these. It is not external but deep within himself, It is the
fear of himself, lest he should be found to resemble his father. '

Achebe manages to make this stiff man deeply sympathetic. He is acutely fond of his eldest daughter,
and also of kemefuna, a pubescent lad sent from another; village as compensation for the wrongful death of
ayoung woman from Umuofia. He even feels gratification in his eldest son, in whom he has too often seen his
own father. Later, during a funeral for one of the great men of the clan, Okonkwo’s gun explodes killing a boy.
In accordance with Umofia’s law, Okonkwo and his family are exiled to Okonkwo’s mother’s home village of
Mbanta for seven years. ‘

In the first part of the novel, we are introduced to an intact and functioning culture of Igbo. It may have
its faults, and it accommodates deviationists like Okonkwo with some difficulty, but it still works as an organic
whole. It is in the second part that things begin to fall apart. Okonkwo’s exile in Mbanta is not only a personal

disaster, but it removes him from his home village at a crucial time so that he returns to a changed world to
which he can no longer adapt.

During Okonkwo’s exile, the white man arrives at both Umofia and Mbanta. Mr. Brown, a missionary,
begins winning converts to Christianity, though generally these are only outcasts or men of law rank. However,
with time, the new religion gains momentum. On returning to Umofia, Okonkwo finds the clan sadly changed.
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The clanhaslost its power to judge itself; a District Commissioner, backed by armed power, judges cases in
ignorance. The new power structures meshed badly with the old.

When a convert unmasks one of the clan spirits during a religious meeting, the clan decides that the
church will no longer be allowed in Umuofia. They burn down the building. The leaders, including Okonkwo,

are quickly seized by District Commissioner. In prison they are humiliated and beaten, and they are held until
the clan pays a heavy fine.

After the release of the men, the clan calls a meeting to decide whether they will fight or try to live
peacefully with the white people. Okonkwo wants war. During the meeting, court messéngers come to order
the men to break up their gathering. The clan meetings are at the heart of Umuofia’s government; all decisions
are reached democratically, and an interference with this institution means the end of the last vestiges of
Umuofia’s independence. Enraged Okonkwo kills the court messenger. The other court messengers manage
to escape because the other clan members do not seize them. Okonkwo knows that his people will not
choose war. Embittered and grieving for the destruction of his people’s independence, and fearing the humiliation
of dying under white law, Okonkwo returns home and hangs himself, which is seen as weak and as an attack
against nature, so much so that others from Umuofia cannot touch his body. The District commissioner and his

messengers arrive at Umuofia to see Okonkow dead, and are asked to take down his body since Igho mores
forbid clan members to do this.

The crowning glory’ of Achebe’s novel is undoubtedly his use of the language and aphorisms of oral
culture. What sets him apart from other African writers is the fact that he is, by far, more successful than others
in flawlessly translating the working of African psyche from one medium to another, from an indigenous oral
tradition to an alien form of European origin without obliterating the freshness and vigour of the former, and
despite the vast difference separating the two cultures, His language, a major component of his artistic strategy.
not only enriches the English language but also gives the reader the experience of'a whole culture.

Achebe, who believés that culture uses folklore to pass on great cultural richness, thinks such folklore
can provide solutions to a people’s questions and problems, Hence folklore, which is an important feature of
the Igbo culture, finds ample and appropriate place in the novels of Achebe. The story of the little bird Nza

occurs in “Things Fall Apart”. It brings home the fact that a man should never provoke his fate. Legend is one
of the many elements that lend fascination to “Things Fall Apart”,

To conclude, Achebe’s feel for the African context has influenced his aesthetic of the novel as well as
the technical aspects of his work. As Bruce King comments in introduction to Nigerian Literature: “ Achebe

was the first Nigerian writer who successfully transmutes the conventions of the novel, a European art from,
into African Literature”.
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ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATION OF PROSPERO-MIRANDA,
ARIEL-CALIBAN IN ‘THE TEMPEST”

Dr. Shibtapan Basu

Without the following story it would be hard to interpret the allegorical significance of *The Tempest-

aremarkable drama of Shakespeare. So, at the very outset, I shall tell the story of “The Tempest” in a nut -
shell.

When Prospero, The Duke of Milan was so much rapt in his secret studies, that he grew indifferent to
his ducal duties. He entrusted all his work to his brother Antonio, delegating to him fullest authority to do or
undo whatever he wished. This fact made Antonio ambitious and he conspired with the King of Naples to
oust Prospero from Milan. One night Prospero and his daughter were placed in a rotten boat by Antonio and
launched into the unknown sea. Miranda came to the island so young that she had no memory of having seen
any other human face than her Father’s. Prospero, after having lost his dukedom has become a magician and
the ruler of the desert island. By his magic he has overpowered Caliban, the son of Witch Sycorax, the former
ruler of the island. Now, twelve years after this arrival here, the witched Antonio with Alonso, King of Naples
have been driven by the tempest to this island. Prospero, by his magic power has caused the storm. Their
inmate have been widely scattered. Ferdinand, the son of Alonso has been separated from others and has
wandered about the island and has met Miranda. Both have fallen in love with each other. It is a love at first
sight. Prospero has come to know of it and has liked the development. But he would try to make a trial of
Ferdinand’s sincerity and therefore, sometimes has assigned the difficult task of carrying logs to him. Miranda
has taken pity on Ferdinand and is pleading for mercy for him. Ferdinand, on the other hand, was ready to
abandon couuiry, crown and fortune. His behaviour under trials and vexations gains Prospero’s approval and
when the magician rewards him with the gift of his daughter, he speaks of her as *“My gift and thine own
recompense worthily purchased. In the final act of the drama we see that Alonso, who conspired against
Prospero, now repentant, is forgiven. Ferdinand and Miranda receive the blessing of Alonso. And all is well
again with Prospero. In the story of “The Tempest’ we may have many types of allegorical meanings. Firstly,
Caliban is the people. Secondly, he is the primitive man abandoned to himself. Thirdly, he, is understanding
apart from ‘Imagination’. Fourthly, Calibanis the missing link between man brute, Fifthly, Caliban is one of the
powers of nature over which the scientific intellect obtain command. Sixthly, Caliban is a colony of Virginia.
Seventhly, Caliban is the untutored early drama of Marlowe, But I think, such allegorical interpretation,
however ingenious, cannot set much store by. The significance of a work of art like caliban is not to be
discovered solely by investigation, of its inward essence. Caliban’s dynamical qualities, so to speak, must be
considered as well as its statical. It must be viewed in action; The atmosphere it effuses, its influence upon the
minds of man must be noted. And it is certainly remarkable that this, the last as almost the last of Shakespeare
Plays, more than any other, has possessed this quality, of soliciting men to attempts the explanation of it, as of
an enigma, and the sometime of baffling this enquiry.
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Ariel, as the name signifies, is the spirit of the air, buoyant and ethereal. But he is not this alone, for he
is equally at home in sea and fire. He is able to go where he wishes, “...be it to fly, to swim, to dive into the fire,
to ride on the curled clouds and can become visible or invisible at will.

My view is that Shakespeare has made Ariel an elemental being of the higher order. He is the ‘Higher
nature’ of man Shakespeare made Caliban an elemental being of the lower order, on the other hand. Ariel’s
ideas are the ideas associated with the atmosphere-liberty and omnipresence in Act I. Scene II of *The

Tempest’ Ariel tried to remind Prospero what he had promised-a promise which has not yet kept. He said to
his master-

I have done thee wérthy service ;

Told thee no lies, made thee no mistakings, served without or grudge a grumbling : Thou didst promise
To bate me a full year.

Prospero asked. ‘what is that you have any claim to demand ?

Ariel replie, ‘My Liberty.

Prospero answered. ‘after two days I will discharge thee.” Ariel is not malicious, cowardly, false and
base in his inclination. He is not the vulgur knave.. He only wanted liberty like the civilized man of the world.
He had certain feelings of love and gratitude which denote his moral excellence. ariel, an airy spirit. The

imaginative genious of poverty delivered in England from long slavery to Syncorax. Now let bus explain the
allegorical interpretation od Prospero-Miranda.

Prospero may as well be described as the man of genius, the great artist, lacking at first is practical
gifts which lead to material success, and set adrift on the perilous sea of life, in which he finds his enchanted
island, where he may achieve his works of wonder. He leaves all with him art in its infancy-the marvellous
child Miranda. Prospera has devoted years and years to the pursuit of the black magic. His study of magic has
adirect bearing upon the events of his life and it was the cause of his misfortune. But his secrecy indeed is the
sectrecy of knowledge, his magic is the magic of virtue, For what so marvellous as the inward, vitalmecromancy
of good which transmites the wrong that are done him it into motives of beneficience, and is so far from being
hurt by the power that it turns their assaults into new sources of strange against them. Prospero, may be said,
to be the symbol of the “higher level’ of morality from where he has surveyed the whole of human life..

Miranda is like Lucy Gray of Wordsworth who is the ideal child of nature. She is a Phantom of
delight. In her elemental simlicity she is also to be compared with the sinless Eve of Paradise. She is the
symbol of wonderland. She is beautiful, modest, tender delicately refined and perfectly unsophisticated. She
cannot be compared with any other woman or female character of Shakespeare-so loveliest and sweetest
creation she is ! She herself appears a palpable raeality. She, being a woman breathing, walking in the earth
and acknowledged the affection of a young man through there is harmonious contrast between Miranda and
Ferdinand, Miranda brought up in utter solitude. Ferdinand bred in court, himselfthe centre of a sphere of the
most artificial civilization. Ferdinand made acquaintance with a species of modesty to which assuredly none of
those ladies of the court of naples whom he had eyed with best regard had even introduced him.
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In connection with Miranda, let us add a few lines more on Ferdinand. Ferdinand is a model youtyh
combining all the gifis of nature with virtue. He is brave, honourable and pure in thought. but Shakespeare has
slightly sketched the character of Ferdinand.

Again, Ferdinand with his gallantry and beauty, the young Fletcher, in conjuction with whom
Shakespeare worked upon the ‘Tvwo Noble Kinsmen’ and ‘Henry VIII'. Fletcher is conceived as a follower
of the Shakespeare style and method in dramatic art. He had eyed full many a lady with best regard, for
several virtues had liked several women but never any with whole-hearted devotion except Miranda. and to
Ferdinand the old hearted devotion except Miranda. And to Ferdinand the old enchanter Prospero will
entrust his daughter a third of his own life. But Shakespeare had perceived the weak point of Fletcher’s
genius-it’s want of hardness of fibre, of patient endurance, and of a sense of the solemnity and sincerity and
sanctity of the service of art, and there therefore he finely hints to his friend that his winning of Miranda must
not be too light and easy . It be Ferdinand’s task to remove some thousand of logs and pile them according to
the strict injuction of Prespero. Don’t despise drudgery and dry-as dust work, young poets’ Shakespeare
would seem to say, who had himself so carefully coloured over hios English and Roman histories, for Miranda
sake such drudgery may well seem Light. Therefore, also, Prespero surrounds the marriage to Ferdinand to
his daughter with a religious awe. Ferdinand must honour her as sacred and win her by hand toil.

Henceforth Prespero is but a man, no longer a great enchanter, the returns to the dukedom He had
last, in Stratford upon Avon, and will pay no tribute hence to any Alonro on Lucy of them all.

In conclusions I may attempt to trace the source of the plot of “The tempest’.In writing his play it was
customary for Shakespeare to take the outline of some old story, romance, history, early chronicle and
fashion it into a dance and in the most cases the original source of “The Tempest is concerned much stress is
laid on the likeness between the plot of Prespero-Miranda-Ferdinand and that of an old German play, ‘Die
Schone Sidea written by Jacob Ayrer, a Nurnberg notary. In this play there is no desert island and there is no
storm. But there is prince who practises magic and whio is attended by a familiar spirit. He, too, has alovely
daughter, and she falls in love with the son of her father’s greatest enemy. This young man becomes the
magician prisoner, his sword being rendered powerless by magic and he is made the brearer of logs for his
mistress, the story ends with reconciliation and the happiness of the lovers.

It is likely that Shakespear had heard of Jacob Ayrer’s ‘Die Schone Sidea and so there are
resemblances between these two plays.
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“The knowledge which purifies the mind and heart alone is true knowledge.
- 8Sri Ramkrishna

“Education is the manifestation of the perfection already in Man.”

- Swami Vivekananda
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NGOs AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT THE CONNECTING LINK

Ananta Pegu
Lecturer in Economics

Non government Organisations (NGOs), the vehicles of socio-economic developments, have been
playing a pivotal role in the present secnerio of the world. Each of the NGOs has some definite aims and
objectives for attainment of socio-economic development. NGO is an organisation of private individuals who
believe in certain basic principles and structure their activities to bring about development to communities that
they are serving. For the very purpose of constitution of NGO, a NGO has to get itself registered under the
societies Registration Act. of 1860.

The growth of NGOs can be attributed to the overburdened affairs of government, inefficiency of
bureaucracy. The role of NGOs in the socio-economic development, in fact, has been recognized by the
UNO and different International Organisation. They supplement government efforts and thereby help
government in attaining welfare activities. NGOs are considered as a major collective factor in development
activities. NGOs are more successful in implementing welfare and development programmes because they
have greater touch with the grassroot bodies and personal contacts and they understand the actual socio-
economic conditions and needs of the local people. NGOs are commanding growing attention as possible
alternative to government in addressing the needs of the vast population at the grass-root level which are
otherwise unreached by the government development agencies particularly in the developing country like
India.

Over the years, there have been many significant changes in the idea of NGO activities. Their traditional
roles in welfare and service programmes are being strongly supplemented with many development activities.

NGOs are performing various activities. David Korten (1987), has classified NGO activities under four
categories, i.e., —

) Reliefand welfare

i)  Community Development

iii) Sustainable Development and

iv) People’s Movements.

The size of NGO can be classified into four levels —

)  Local level NGOs which look after the socio-economic development of'its locality.

i) Regional level NGOsare those organizations having operational programmes in at least 7 districts
or two zones in at least one of the Development Regions.

iif) National level NGOs are defined as those organisations having operational units envisaging at
least 7 zones and 21 districts in three development regions.

iv) International level NGOs which consider internationally recognised affairs.

In a vast country like India with millions of people it is not possible for government to redress the
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preparation, design and application of developmental strategies. Even though the influence and importance of
NGOs vary according to the national context in which they operate, their growing presence and increase in
number over recent years are undeniable, as is their active role in the search for developmental strategies.

The emerging significance of NGOs as an alternative approach to grassroot development in the third
world countries, NGOs are perceived as vehicle for providing democratization and economic growth in the
third world countries where markets are inaccessible to the poor or where states lack capacity or resources
to meet the basic needs of the majority of the people. The NGOs are catalyst for societal change because
they are responsive to the needs and problems of their clients, usually the poor, women and children. NGOs
are suitable for sustainable development in grass root communities because they are independent, efficient,
less bureaucratic, grassroot oriented and follow participatory approach.

One of the Important activities of NGOs is to generate employment. The large scale contribution of
NGOs directly or indirectly help unemployed people to earn livelihood through implementation of various
projects from time to time. EachNGO has monetary fund which is gathered from various sources like government
grant-in-aid, subsidy, private funding, public donation, foreign funding agencies etc. These funds are utilized in
welfare activities at large. So, it can safely be said that in the present time the NGOs can play an effective role
for humanity atlarge. At the same time public awareness and participation can boost its efforts in achieving its
goals.

a8 R

NABIN CHANDRA COLLEGE is a Partner Institute

with Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU)
New Delhi under Convergence Scheme.

Several Courses are on offer here.

Students of the College and also other from outside can
apply for admission to a course of their change in time.

Contact No. : 03845-268153

affairs of socio-economic development of the entire nation. Due to the very reason its rural people are lagging
behind to a considerable extent. It is increasingly recognised that NGOs play an important part in the

2T




C NABIN CHANDRA COLLEGE

ROLE OF ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT IN NORTH EASTERN REGION

Md. Igbal Uddin
Lecturer of Commerce

Development of a region depends upon the development ofentrepreneurship. Development in North

Eastern Region can be developed through Entrepreneurial Development Programme (EDP). Present article

reflects on the nature, objectives and role of EDP in entrepreneurship development in N.E. Region. This

article also reflects on the institution providing EDP in N.E, Region.

In North Eastern Region most of the peoples do not know about entrepreneur and Entrepreneurship
and hence such peoples could not become successfil entrepreneurs.

An entrepreneur is one who organises and manages his own business and at the same time takes the
risks also.-An entheprenur is not same as managers. An entheprenur is the owner of the enterprise and so he
takes theisks of the enterprise while a manager is the servant in the enterprise owned by the entheprenur and
s0 he does not bear any risk involved in the enterprise. In order to become a successful entrepreneur, the
e1.1treprer'lcur of N.E, Region must have some good characteristics and / or qualities like hard work, desire for
h:gl:n achlevementz high optimism, independence, foresight, good organisational abilities innovation, mental
:Elﬂ]jtt;? human relation ability, technical knowledge, communication ability, decision making ability and conceptual

En_trel.)renemshjp is a process undertaken by an entrepreneur to augment his/her business interest. It
is an exercise involving innovation and creativity that will go towards establishing his own business. Just as
management is regarded as what managers do, entrepreneurship is regarded as what entrepreneurs do. In
simple words we may say that entrepreneurship is the process of giving birth to a new enterprise.

Entreprenemja% Devel?pment is anact of encouraging people for entreprencurial carrier and making
them capable of exploiting business opportunities. It is the act of motivating and developing skills of potential

entrepreneurs and_helping them in developing their own ventures, Entrepreneurial Development programme
(EDP) s an effective way .to develop entrepreneurs which can help to accelerate the pace of socio-economic
development, balance regional growth, and exploitation of locally available resources. EDP is a continuous

process of training and motivation to setup enterprise. It is essentially an educational process and regarded as
atool of industrialisation and a solution to unemployment problem.

An EDP equips entrepreneurs and makes them competent to anticipate and deal with a variety of
problems that any enireprencur may haveto face. It gives confidence to the entrepreneurs to face uncertainties
and take profitable risks. It prepares them to deserve and make good use of various forms of assistance.

EDP plays an important role for the development of entrepreneurship in North Eastern Region.
= Itidentifies and trains potential entrepreneurs.

& Itimports training in managerial undertaking and skills.
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EDP provides post training assistance and monitoring facilities to entrepreneurs.

It develops and strengthens entrepreneurial quality and motivation.
EDPs help the entrepreneurs to select the right profitable projects.

It analyses the environmental issues related to the proposed project.
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Besides the above, EDV's encourage first generation entrepreneurs who do not have any business
background. ‘

The term Economic Development essentially means a process of upward change whereby the real

per capita income of a country increases over a large period of time. It implies progressive changes in the
socio-economic structure of a country. :

EDP plays a vital role in economic development in N. E. region. But the role of EDP in economic
development varies from economy to economy and even region to region depending upon its material resources
industrial climate and the responsiveness in favourable conditions than in the less favourable conditions. Tha;
is why underdeveloped countries are far behind in the innovation of entre

A : : preneurs than developed countries.
EDP imitates and sustains the process of economic development in N. E. region by different ways like

economic growth, balanced regional development, eliminates poverty and unemployment, optimum use of
local resources, sglves mdustna.l problems, defuse social tension, development of balanced and tribal areas
successful launching of new omits and improving standard of living, ’

EDP is atool of industrialisation and path to economic

EDP helps m dispensal of economic activities in different region by providing and other support to
local people. ED? increases the number of small scale entrepreneurs who acquire the capability to set-u
industrial enterprises in remote rural areas. This reduces the conce ;

ntration of economic power.
Increasing joblessness or unemployment is the chronic

o problem of the N. E. Regi i
economic opportunities for self-employment and entreprene Rl EOES gt

S : . ural careers. These programmes create jobs
incomes and capital in the N.E. Region as well as in the country. These intend to eliminate poverty and golvé
the problems of unemployment of the N. E. Region.

Abundant resources are available locally. If these resources are used in an optimum way. It will
prepare a healthy base for sound economic and industrial development. The optimum use of natural, financial
and human resources can be made in the N. E. Region by training and educating the entrepreneurs.

In order to set-up industries and solve the industrial problems EDPS
subsidies and infrastructural facilities to the entrepreneurs of N, E. Region.

EDP defuses social tension in N. E. Region. Every youth feels frustrated if he does not getemployment

after completing his education. By providing training and other facilities to the young people, EDP diverts their
energies to self-employment careers and thus defuse social tension.

provide various incentives,

EDPs always try to develop the backward and tribal areas. EDPs ensure potential entrepreneurs to
set-up their enterprises in backward and tribal areas with the help of the government and institutional support
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system. EDP develops motivation, competence skills necessary for successful launching, management and
growth of the enterprise. Besides the above, EDP improves the standard of living of the people of N. E.
Region. -

: In order to develop entrpreneurship and EDP the Government of India has established various
institutions that provide EDPS in the country. Such institutions are National Institute for Entrepreneurship and
small business development (NIESBUD), Enttrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), Small
Industries Development Organisation (SIDO), National Institute for Small Industry Development Bank of
India (SIDBI) and Technical consultancy organisation (TCos).

In the North Eastern Region Assam is the first state to take initiatives to promote and develop
entrepreneurship in a systematic manner. In 1973, the Government of Assam decided to adopt the integrated
model of entrepreneurship development evolved by the NISIET for promotion and development of
entrepreneurship in the states. This model comprises training, research, counselling and guidance. It includes
setting up of Entrepreneurial Motivation Training Centres (EMTCS) which would train and guide entrpreneurs
and also provide co-ordinated and integrated services under one roof.

The Assam Government has set-up EMTCS at Kokrajhar, Mangaldoi, Nalbari and Nawgaon.

Accordingly various institutions like EMTC, North Eastern Industrial and Technical consultancy
organisation (NELICO), (MSMES), State Bank of India, District Industries and Commerce Centre (DICC)
and North Eastern Council are established for providing EDPs in N. E. Region.

Entrepreneur is the owner of the enterprise while entrepreneurship is the process to set up such
‘enterprise. Entrepreneurial Development Programmes play an important role for development of
entrepreneurship and economy of the N. E. region as well as the country. The entrepreneur of the N.E.
Region should know the various services and faculties provided to the EDPs and at the same time, they
should obtain and implement such facilities and services for the development of Entrepreneurship in the region.

NABIN CHANDRA COLLEGE is a Contact Centre for PG
correspondence courses under the Institute of Distance and Open Learning
(IDOL) of Gauhati University.

Graduates can apply for admission to courses of their choice in time.

Contact No. : 03845-268153
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PANCHAYATI RAJ IN INDIA

MD. Ershad Uddin
B.A. 3rd vear

Since Independence our country has faced a paradoxical situation on development front. The balance
of development has most of the time Eilted towards the urban few which resulted into lopsided development of

the country. In the past, several attempts were made to solve the multi-dimensional rural problems by launching
various developments programmes.

The first comprehensive approach to rural development was introduced in India in 1952 through the
community development programme. It included schemes for providing substantial increase in the agriculture

production, improvement in systems of communication, rural health, hygiene and education. However:
. Y

. N the main
thrust was on creating physical infrastructure.

Apart fron‘l the programmes being introduced on the basis of the mid
Year Plan, a committee on plan projects popularly known as balanced Rai Mel
1957 to suggest ways and means for effective decentralisation in our country
the real beginning of democratic decentralisation in India : .

-term appraisal of the First Five
ita Committee, was appointed in
Perhaps this may be regarded as

n man i isation i : ;
. lld : ¥ Countries c_iecentrallsatlon. 18 pursued in reaction to the technical failure of comprehensive
national development planning of the weak impact of multi-sectoral. macro-economic planning. In some coun

tries, decentralisation is seen as a way of mobilizing support for national d ici é
evelopment pol
petter known at t the local level. ¥ policies bymakmg them,

The term “Democratic Decentralisation has been described in india by various names such as ‘func
. ) i =
tional democracy’, Grassroot Democracy” building from below’, Panchayat Raj’ etc.

However, these nomenclatures do not truly reflect the spirit behind democratic decentralisation. For, in
all of them, much more importance has been assigned to democratic element to its development aspect ’

After independence, India was staged on the floor of constituent assembly,
important component of Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of future India in which economic and political power would
be decentralised and each village would be self-reliant economically. It was in deference to the Wishes of
Mahatma Gandhi that Article 40 of the constitution of India was adopted stipulating that — “the state shall take

step to organise village panchayats and endow them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to
enable them to function as unit of self Governments”

Panchayat Raj was an

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, however had a different view of the Indian rural society. He argued in the con-
stituent Assembly that the Indian social structure at the village level was hierarchical, oppressive and insensitive
to change. In his view, it would be dangerous to give power to the Panchayats as he thought that would mean
giving powers to the prevailing rural power structure which would work to the detriment of the Harijans and the
rural poor. Two Contrasting views about decentralisation have thus surfaced in the consttuent Assembly : a
visionary stand point of decentralisation and a realistic view of decentralisation.

The decentralisation debate has it roots at the conceptual level. The concept of panchayati Raj has
been far from clear and as the Ashoka Mehta Committee commented, “Some would treat it just as an adminis-
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trative agency; others as on extension of democracy at the grass root level and still others as a character of rural
local Government”

In 1957, the Term for the study of community projects and National Extension Service, popularly known
as Balavantrai Mehta Committee after the name of its Chairman, published its report recommending a three-tier
system of rural local Government, called Panchayati Raj in India’. The Principal trust of the Balvantrai Report
was towards decentralisation of democratic institution in an effort to shift decision centres closer to the people
to enable their participation, and to put the bureaucracy under local popular control. Rajastan and Andra Pradesh
were the first to have adopted the Panchayati Raj form of rural local Government, the year being 1959. They
were joined by other states in course of time. Every where Panchyat Raj was introduced with great fanfare, and
it easily constitutes the most conspicuous measure of reform in the system of Governance in Independent India.

The present structure of panchayati Raj was designed in'the early sixties (60’s), and it necessarily takes
time for it to grow roots and enter into the minds of the rural people. rural people have their own psyche; they are
rather slow in accepting innovations but having accepted, are rather secptical about proposals for their abandon-
ment. It is only recently that the Panchayati Raj glossary has gained their understanding and even acceptance.
Wc;rlds (liike ‘block’, “Panchayat Samity’, ‘Gram Panchayat’, etc have now become house hold expression in
rural India. :

The Asoka Mehta Committee treats rural development as part of the urban rural continuum and there-
fore argues for the provisions of urban amenities, such as roads, portable water, medical care, employment and
education in the rural areas to weaken or even neutralise the pull for migration to urban centres. This is good in
so far as it goes, but on closer analysis, it does not seem to go very far. The present pattern of local Government
in India is essentially based on rural urban dichotomy ; the two arms of local government, urban and rural,
presently constitute two separate independent entities with little organic inter relationships characterising their
activities.

To ¢ tablish democratic functioning at the grass root level, the Rajiv Gandhi Government introduced the
64" and 65 Constitution Amendment Bills but the effort failed. In general election that was held in 1991 no
political party won majority. The Congress emerging as the single largest party in the Lok Sobha. formed the
Government. Like the preceding V.P. Singh and Chandra Shekkar ministries, P.V. Narasimha Rao’s Congress
Government was also a minority one in the lziegiltl[_llling. The Narasimha Rao Government took up the issues with
the some motive and succeeded in passing 73" 74™ Constitution Amendment Acts in 1992, dealing with Panchayati
Raj institution (Rural local Govt.) and municipalities (urban local Govt, respectively.

The 73 i Amendment Act contains the following features :-

i) Every State shall have a three tier Panchayat system ; Gaon Panchayat at the village level, Ancholik
Panchayat at the block level and Zilla Parishad at the district level.

ii) The President of a Gaon Panchayat and other members shall be directly elected after every five years.
M.L.A. and M.P. of the locality shall be ex-officio members.

iii) No. Panchayat can be susspended for long; fresh elections will have to be held within six months.

iv) The Act provides for the creation of a Finance Commission to review financial provision of the panchayats
and to make necessary recommendations.

v) The Act has added the (Art. 243G) ‘Eleventh Schedule’ comprising 29 specific areas of operations for
panchayats.

vi) The Act provides for a state election commission to conduct election for local bodies.
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vii) A person shall be disqualified for being a member of a pan-chayat if he holds any office of profit under the
central or state government or if he is of unsound mind. .

The Panchayati Raj bodies are empowered to take decision on 29 clearly defined subjects, all concern-
ing their day-to-day lives. They are the implementing agency of the state governments. The functions conferred
on panchayati Raj institutions are the following :-

1. Agriculmré, including agriculture extension.

Land improvement, implementation of land reforms, land consolidation and soil conservation.

2.

3. Minor irrigation, water management and watershed development.

4.  Animal husbandry, dairy and poultry.

5. Fisheries.

6. Social forestry and farm forestry.

7. Minor forest producg. = -

8. Smallscale indust'ries, iﬁclpding food processing industries.

9. Khadi, village and cottage industries.

10. Rural housing. ‘

11. Drinking Water.

12. Fuel and fodder.

13. Roads, culverts, bridges, ferries, water ways and other means of communication.
14. Rural electrification, including distribution of electricity.

15. Poverty alleviation programme.

16. Non-conventional energy sources.

17. Education including primary and secondary schools.

18. Technical training and vocational education.

19. Adult and non-formal education.

20. Libraries.

71. Cultural activities. -

22. Markets and fairs.

23. Health and sanitation, including hospitals, primary health centres and dispensaries.
24. Family welfare.

25. Women and child development.

26. Social welfare, including welfare of the handicapped and mentally retarded.

27. Welfare of the weaker sections and particularly the scheduled castes (SC) and the scheduled tribes (ST)
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28. Public distribution system.

29. Maintenance of community assets.

The Panchayati Raj Act. passed by parliament in December 1992 easily constitutes a milestone in the
history of rural local Government. The Seventy-Third Amendment Act is thus, a bold step towards panchayati
Raj in India. v

The 73rd and 74th Constitution Amendment Acts have their 6wn si gnificance in the sphere of Panchayati
Raj and have earned a distinction for India. But the desired impact of this noble step is till awaited.

Panchayati Raj institutions are often criticised for being dominated by local groups based on castes. A
typical Indian village is a stratified one, and the strongest identification tag here is caste.

Some critics consider the absence of such provisions as shortcomings, but these are more than compen-
sated for by the regularity of the election process and the holding of local elections by an autonomous election
commission set up in each state. In several states, panchayat elections have not been held for 10 to 20 years.

Local Government in India, both rural or urban, have not been a great success. A part of the fault lies in
the system, a part in the immediate social environment but a large part is to be attributed to the controlling state
government itself. The state Government has not been holding elections to the local bodies regularly. Secondly,
even when elected, these bodies has suffered suppression by the state Government on flimsy grounds. Thirdly,
inadequacy of funds available to local bodies has been a chronical problem before all local bodies. With weak
financial base they are hardly in a position to initiate measures for the advancement of the local community.
Fourthly, the local Government bodies are dominated by powerful local groups based on caste and economic
status.

Yet, it would be an act of immaturity to be little the significance of the constitution (Seventy third
Ammendment Act. Local government including both Panchayati Raj and urban Government is, today, the third
layer of the system of government. So far as the constitution status is concerned, local government, for the first
time, is on par with the central and state governments, which itself is most creditable.

e .
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HISTORY OF CORPORATE GOVERNANCE RELATING
TO INDIAN COMMERCIALISATION

Md. Tahir Ahmed
B.Com Part I

“Corporate governance is about promoting corporate fairness, transparency and accountability.”

The concept of corporate governance relates to the code of conduct the management of the company observes
while increasing its powers. It can be best defined “Corporate governance is about promoting corporate
fairness., transparency and accountability.” Effective accountability to all stoke holders is the essence of

corporate governance. this concept is gaining momentum because of various factors and the hanging business
environment. The EEC, IATTand WTO regulations have also continued to the rising awareness.

The new paradigm of corporate governance is to bring about quality. In India the concept of corporate
governance started in the wake of economic liberalisation and deregulation of industry and business as well as
the demand for a new corporate ethos and stricter compliance with the law of the land. it is important for the
economic health of corporations and society. It covers a large number of distinct economic phenomena. The
focus of good governance should be the code of best practices like those in the USA and UK.

, Till recently all wasn’t well with corporate governance practice in India. For instance what Swaraj
Paul’s take over bid of show Wallace and Gammon India during the pre-reform era, brought out was not only

the desire of existing managements to retain control with minority status, but also the readiness of financial
intuitions to bow to their practical masters. This seems to be changing now

Corporate misdeeds have been exposed after liberalisation measures were initiated. In the pre-reform
days companies relied less on capital markets for running additional resources. Financial institutions were
ready o lend at subsidized investment rates. The only major worty for promoters was the convertibility clause
which resulted building up substantial equity stakes. However as long as the relationship between financial
institutions and the politicians was in place, there was little possibility of the financial institutions flexing main
muscle further, things like takeover were more or less unheared of and there was little likelihood of the existing
management being booted out for non-performance.

The scenario has dramatically changed in the fast ten years, Companies are increasingly depending on
the capital market for rising funds. Investors are in turn demanding performance that includes sound corporate
governance practices. Managements have now begun to appreciate that the only real option to retain control
into manage the company well and keep share prices high in order to discourage corporate raiders. With new
corporate scams coming to light the financial institutions are being called to play an active and effective role in
corporate governance.

Corporate governance practices in India should be changed for the better. Promoter should become
answerable and responsible share holders. The financial institutions are at last appreciating the interventionist
role they need to play ensuring sound corporate governance. Share holders are now becoming conscious and
demanding. Regulatory bodies like SEBI should make necessary changes in the legal framework so that
transparency is ensured. Thus inspite ofall the scams coming to surface, there is still a ray of hope.

@@
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. POVERTY SCENARIO IN INDIA

Nahed Vawsar Choudhury
B.A. 3rd Year

Poverty can be defined as a social phenomenon in which a section of thesociety is unable to meet
even the basic necessities of life. When a substantial segment of a society is deprived of the minimum level of
living and continues at a bare subsistence level that society is said to be plagued with mass poverty. For
instance in India the generally accepted definition of poverty emphasises minimum level of living rather than a
reasonable level of living,

Poverty has become a vice to the Indian Economy. It has made the Indian economy handicapped to
achieve the Zenith of development. India, first of all, will have to overcome the greatest challenge of poverty
problem. So, far the government of India has adopted numerous poverty eradication programmes, but they
have failed to achieve success. The main factors responsible for the poverty problem are rapid growth of
population, unequal distribution, unemployment and under employment etc. It would be of interest to know
the total numbers of poor people and poverty percentage in total population. The data reveal that between
1973-74 & 1987-88, the poverty percentage declined from 54.9 percent in 1973-74 to 44.5 percent in
1983. The fastest decline in poverty is observed during 1993-94 to 1999-00, that is at the rate of 3.4% per
annum and the absolute number of poor declined to 260 million in 1999-00. But during the next five years,
though the rate of growth of GDP was of the order of 6.5% per annum, number of poor people showed a
very small decline from 260 million to 250 million, indicating an annual decline by 0.8% during 199-00 and
2004.

In the present era, the Government of India has adopted vigorous programmes particularly for the
eradication of poverty. Both the Central Government and the State Government have been spending increasing
amount on the various items of social welfare particularly benefiting the poor. Poverty reduction requires a
pro-poor strategy of growth which implies creation of more employment opportunities in those sectors which
help the poor to raise their level of income.

Now that its true nature has been recognised, given the will and determination and time, some
success may be possible.

(

Education is not amount of information that is put into your brains and runs riots there,
undigested all your life, we must have life-building , man -making, charcter making assimilation
of ideas.”

- Swami Vivekananda
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BOND OF FRIENDSHIP

I miss you, my friend,

Do youmiss me as I do ?

We all know that

We are now miles away from each other
Going on our own ways,

Wherever our destiny is leading us.

Do you remember ?

We were sixina group;

Our bond of friendship was so strong.
We shared every little thing;

Our joys, sorrows

Knowledge and thoughts,

Do you remember ?

Each and every moment we spent

Was like a dream of our happy days.

Will it come back to me again ?

Now the question arises within me whether,

I shall be able to
Meet you all and keep my promise.

Shall I be able to
Unite with youaall ?

Now I pray to the Almighty

With silent tears in my eyes.

Begging Him that,

May this separation not separate our souls.

And hope we will meet in heaven,
Where friendship never ends.

And these are my silent wishes for my friends.

For today, tomorrow and everyday !

Banti Roy
B.A. 2nd Year
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THE INTERNAL QUALITY ASSURANCE CELL

(IQAC) OF NABINCHANDRA COLLEGE ,
Rajat Bhattacharya

Coordinator, IQAC

: &

Head, Deptt. Of English
Nabinchandra College

What is the IQAC?

The IQAC or the Internal Quality Assurance Cell is a separate department in the college. It is made up
of the Principal, some teachers, some non-teaching staff members and some members of the Governing
Body ofthe college. It tries with the college management to bring or assure quality in all the affairs of the
college. These affairs mean activities of the students, the teachers, the library staff, the principal and his
office in fact all who make the college run everyday. All colleges and universities in our country that are
visited and recognized by the NAAC have an IQAC like this. The NAAC or National Assessment and
Accreditation Council in Bangalore s an organization of the central government that helps those educational
institutions in assuring quality in work. Qur college set up an IQAC in 2005 after it was visited and

recognized by the NAAC with Grade B. Since that time the IQACin our college has been an important
organ of the college. ;

Why is the IQAC?

The IQAC has be.:en-set.up under instruction from the NAAC. With this the NAAC wants to tell us
stroqgly that quality in h‘ighe.r education should be always maintained. This is because without quality
n(.)ﬂung can really be'frultful in the practical world, For example, if a graduate does not know how to use
his knowledge of things (gained in the classroom) for benefit in the real world he cannot succeed in

getting a good job. His certificates alone cannot guarantee a good job. In this way the IQAC forusisa
constant reminder of the need to assure quality in our academic work.

Where is the Centre of Quality?

Without doubt the centre of quality is in the classroom. An educational institution has three broad areas
of activities: classrooms, the library and the principal's office. Of the three, the most important is the
classrooms. The other two only revolve round itunder its gravitational pull. There are three reasons for
saying so. First, an educational institution exists for teaching its students. Second, students acquire
knowledge of subjects in classroom. Third, students interact with teachers in classroom and develop
their thinking, mind, communicative abilities and personality . These attainments of students slowly result
in manifestation of their skills. One may say classrooms today do not attract students as before and
private tuition in many places is taking the lead. Even then, for mental, intellectual and personality
development classrooms have no substitute. Classrooms certainly have lost some of their glory today,
but this has to be given back by our united efforts. Here it seems the teachers are to lead because they
are the torch bearers. It is perhaps their motivation that has to revive, first of all. Otherwise, quality may
remain a distant dream.
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THE LARGE HADRON COLLIDER

Nilabjo Kanti Paul
H.S. 1st Year (Science)

The beauty of human mind is its capacity to think and explore everything around him so minutely that
it always leads to many discoveries and invention in the world of science.

The large Hadron Collider or the L.H.C. is one such international research project which tries to
throw light on the unknown facts about the beginning of our universe and its principles of working.A

About the LHC :-

LHC is the largest scientific experiment ever conducted, based at CERN in Geneva, Switzerland, where
scientists, engineers and support staff from 111 nations work together. The LHC is the latest and most powerful
particle accelerator over the last 70 years that have allowed us to penetrate deeper and d S
of matter and further and further back in time. P eeper nto the he

What is the LHC ? :-

_ LHC, Strictly refers to the collider, a machine that deserves to be called ‘large’ because it not only
weighs more than 38,000 tones, but also runs for 27 Km. in a circular tunnel 100 metres beneath the Swiss-
French border at Geneva.

What will the LHC do? :-

Though there have been many rumours about the LHC being probably able to destroy the plannet -
earth due to its high energy release, the scientists have proven all these to be wrong and firmly believe that this
project would allow them to probe, deeper into the heart of matter and reveal the true facts about the origin
of universe. One of the most interesting theories that LHC will test was put forward by the great physicist of
UK Professor Petter Higgs and others that though different fundamenta] particles have different masses, the
particles that form light (Photons) have no mass atall. The LHC will allow us to test this amazing but mterestlng
theory known as Petter’ s theory.

How does the LHC work ? :-

The LHC accelerates two beams of atomic particles in opposite direction around the 27 K.M. collider.
When the beams reach the speed equal to almost the speed of light the collider allows them to collide at 4
points on their circular journey:

This will lead to the production of thousands of new particles which CMS detectors placed around
the collision points will detect and allow the scientists to identify them according to their behaviour.

As the energy produced in the collision increases researchers are able to peer deep into the fundamental
structure of the universe and further back in its history. In this extreme condition, unknown particles may

appear.
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